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fTTlHIS book is based on historical facts. It is hoped that 
I these facts have been presented in a fashion to interest 
the general reader of military history. From the rather 
extensive amount of material available for the period, in 
addition to the evidence long known to historians, an attempt 
has been made to utilize sources contemporary to the day 
which seemed as free as possible from irrational bias concern 
ing the events and conditions of a facet of the Civil War on 
the western border of the United States. In order to empha 
size this new material only a selected bibliography has been 
included. If certain popular or classic sources have been 
omitted from the bibliography it is because it was believed 
other material was more appropriate to the author s inten 
tion. 

This book attempts to set forth what occurred when the 
Civil War west of the Mississippi River degenerated into 

vii 
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widespread insurrection and almost complete military ty 
ranny. In dealing with the characters involved the author has 
not hesitated to credit each with personal i/esponsibility. 
Others, in writing of the time, have chosen to present the 
events as inevitable. It is the opinion of the author, after 
years of research and study, that the men dealt with here, in 
common with men of all other ages, were men of free will. 
Because of this there seems to be no reason to withhold from 
them the praise or condemnation they deserve as they created 
history. 

So very many persons have helped in the preparation and 
writing of this book it is impossible to express gratitude by 
naming them all. Dr. Lewis E. Atherton, Dr. Thomas A. 
Brady, Dr. Elmer Ellis, Dr. W. Francis English, and Dr. 
Amos J. Snider, of the University of Missouri, have been 
friendly task masters. Without their help and encouragement 
this work would not have been accomplished. I am especially 
indebted to the staffs of the State Historical Society of Mis 
souri and the Missouri Historical Society for cheerful assist 
ance in research. In the reading and preparation of the manu 
script I would like to thank Mr. Albert M. Price, Judge Roy 
T. Williams, Mr. John Williams, and Dr. Albert Castel who 
offered many constructive suggestions. I would also like to 
inform my wife here that she was of far greater assistance than 
she knows or believes. 

RICHARD S. BROWNLEE 



Contents 



PAGE 

Preface vii 

1 The Missouri-Kansas Storm Center 3 

2 Sterling Price s Guerrillas 22 

3 The Union Military Occupation of Missouri . . . . 42 

4 William Quan trill s Guerrillas 53 

5 Porter Raids in North Missouri 76 

6 From Independence to Arkansas 92 

7 Lawrence is Destroyed no 

8 Quantrill and the Confederacy 128 

9 Martial Law 142 

10 Control of the Populace 157 

1 1 "Bloody Bill" Anderson and George Todd .. ..180 

1 2 The Last Campaign 206 

13 The Final Struggle 223 

14 Surrender 232 

Selected Bibliography 247 

Appendix , . . 253 

Index 263 

ix 



Maps and Illustrations 



PAGE 

District of the Northeast 80 

Districts of the Frontier and Southwest 96 

District of the Border and the Central District . . ..114 
The Confederate Guerrilla Theatre of the War . . . . 130 
District of the Northwest 184 

following page 

General Henry W. Halleck 52 

General Samuel R. Curtis 

"Order Number Eleven" 

William C. Quantrill 

"Bloody Bill" Anderson 

Bill Anderson and Two of His Boys 

"Little Archie" Clement 

Fletcher Taylor, Frank and Jesse James 



XI 



GRAY GHOSTS OF THE CONFEDERACY 



58! 
1 



The Missouri-Kansas Storm 
Center 



IN the years between 1861 and 1865 when the United 
States was tormented by civil war and while massive 
armies slowly maneuvered and grappled for control of 
the Eastern seaboard and the Mississippi Valley, thgjvastand 
lightly s&lt;^^^ 
ern border, was^wrack^-by mmtm&don and continuous 

; &lt; ~*. " r ** fw ^&gt;^^ *f w^,^*^ v 



The Civil War on the border after 1861 was not the same 
as that fought elsewhere in the nation. Born of a turbulent 
frontier, iostered m^cgM&l&ddn v the state of Missouri by a 
tragic political and military situation/Were^^emeiged with 
the duly constituted military forces of the Trans-Mississippi 
Department of the Confederacy a number of irregular bands 
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of pro-Southern fighting men known as guerrillas. Almost 
unique in the history of the Civil War, acting at wide vari 
ance with the conventional military tactics of the period, 
these colorful and savage partisan cavalrymen ranged the 
border from Missouri to Texas for four long, terrible years. 

Led by desperate men such as William C. Quantrill, Bill 
Anderson, George Todd, Joseph C. Porter, John Thrail^ill, 
and Upton Hays the guerrillas, most of them only boys, 
fought" a total war- West of the Mississippi they plunged a 
fairly stable, congenial, and conservative society into intense 
partisan conflict that was felt by every man, woman and .child. 
This was not a war of great armies and captains, this was 
bloody local insurrection, a war between friends an4 neigh 
bors a civil war in the precise definition of that term. Here 
organized bands of men killed each other and the civil popu 
lation hundreds of miles behind the recognized battlefronts. 
Here there was ambush, arson, execution and murder; war 
fare without rules, law qr quarter. In this area existed harsh 
military government that suspended civil law and the legal 
and constitutional rights of the people. 

Popular interest in the western Confederate guerrilla or 
ganizations is due to several factors. In the first place, their 
wild cavalry tactic^ were olsuch a fabulously dashiog^cruel 
and mysterious nature that they gave rise in later years to a 
great body of folklore and legend. Secondly, many of^their 
deeds were of such relentless and calculated violence it was 
not possible for their contemporaries to write of them with 
out indulging in wildly controversial condemnation or ptafse. 
To many persons of Southern sentiment, who lacked western 
idols, they personified the militant Confederacy and were 
all Robin Hood heroes. To other men, whose sympathies lay 
to the North, the guerrillas were only unprincipled thieves, 
bushwhackers/ and pathological criminals. Finally, be 
cause of the unique qualities required for leadership, many 
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of the guerrilla officers were strange and fascinating char 
acters, and certain of the men, boys such as Frank and Jesse 
James and Coleman and James Younger, went on in lawless 
border history to become legendary figures. 

In a strictly military sense the combat utility and effective 
ness of the Confederate guerrilla has always been evident, ye,t 
there has been hesitation to credit him with it. Hundreds of 
primary local accounts and literally thousands of official gov 
ernment reports attest to it. The attack threat of the guer 
rillas, combined with their unorthodox but highly successful 
tactics, kept the Union military forces of the border, who 
overwhelmingly outnumbered them, mobilized, harassed and 
not available for utilization in other theatres where they 
were needed badly. Vicious guerrilla activity directed against 
the civil population created such fear and disorganization 
that in many areas normal society collapsed entirely. 

The history of the western Confederate guerrillas began 
in the state of Missouri several years before 1861, and there 
the conditions were created and the events came about that 
gave birth to them. At the advent of the Civil War Missouri 
was still largely a frontier state a Southern frontier state. In 
1860 some three quarters of the people had their origin in or 
were descended from parents who were born in other slave 
states. Thus they were of decided Southern background and 
many of them had family ties and cultural affiliation with 
the old border slave states. By 1860 slaves made up only about 
nine per cent of the population of Missouri, but the institu 
tion was still an important factor in the agricultural economy 
and was increasing in the rich farm areas of the central and 
western portion of the state. There were few large slavehold 
ers, but a great many men owned one or two Negroes who 
were valuable personal property, indicative of wealth and in 
some cases advanced social status. Since Missouri s admission 
to the Union slavery had been inextricably bound to other 
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social institutions and was taken for granted by most men. 

The average settler in Missouri had come from the South 
in the 1830 $ and forties, had taken up a small farm on the 
great rivers of the state, and had gone into general agriculture 
or the small cultivation of hemp or tobacco. He lived a 
simple hospitable life based on the more conservative pat 
terns of other Southern communities. However, if the daily 
life of the individual family of Missouri was pleasant and 
fairly easygoing, there also lay over the nature of these people 
a dark patina of border ruthlessness. They were of the great 
generation of frontier gun-carriers whose fathers had fought 
the British and Indians east of the great river. The stark and 
brutal reality of the new western frontier existed just to the 
west of their state line in the Indian-populated area of the 
plains. This was the area they crossed and recrossed on their 
military and commercial marches westward, and many of 
them believed the plains would control the future of their 
society. 

To most Missourians the Civil War actually began in 1854 
with congressional passage of the Kansas-Nebraska Act. By 
that year there had gathered along the Missouri-Kansas line 
men with convictions so at variance, so explosively emotional 
over the expansion of slavery, they dared to express them by 
illegal force. 

The provisions of the Kansas-Nebraska Act which left the 
legality or prohibition of slavery in the two territories to 
those men who would settle there in good faith were deemed 
satisfactory by most Missourians who had reason to be inter 
ested. Was it not natural to presume that Kansas would be 
settled by Missourians and others from the South? Conse 
quently, concern over the settlement of the territory became 
acute only when it was felt that the peopling of the area was 
being influenced by Northern abolitionists. Slaveholding 
Missourians had adequate reason to be aware of the threat to 



THE MISSOURI-KANSAS STORM CENTER y 

their human property in a third free area on their state s 
border. Their primary interest in the settlement of Kansas, 
beyond the normal frontier urge to speculate in new lands, 
was to insure their property. 

It became apparent to Missourians as soon as emigration 
began that vociferous interests in the North were also inter 
ested in the political future of Kansas. The Eastern press, 
led by Horace Greeley, sent reporters to the border, and a 
barrage of anti-slavery, anti-Missouri news and editorials 
soon appeared in its pages. To their surprise Missourians 
were on almost any occasion able to read of themselves as 
"slaveocrats," whose only interest in Kansas was based on an 
unsavory and immoral hunger to expand slavery throughout 
the entire West. As a result of this inflammatory publicity 
and the violence it provoked many Northern men came to 
imagine the whole people of Missouri as "Border Ruffians" 
and waiting secessionists. 1 This conception, in most instances 
erroneous, was to lead to tragic consequences when Missouri 
was occupied by Northern troops during the Civil War. Con 
versely, many leaders of the Confederacy also gained a false 
impression of the loyalty of the majority of Missourians once 
the war came. 

Assisting the Eastern free-soil editors, poets and authors 
were the New England and allied emigrant societies. The 
purpose of these organizations was to advertise the natural 
desirability of Kansas and to offer lowered transportation 
rates to voters who would move there and support free-soil 
politics. As a result of such vigorous propaganda the people 
of Missouri by July, 1854, believed they were witnessing a 
continuous stream of Northern settlers passing through the 
state toward Kansas. Rumor soon had it that these migratory 
groups conspicuously lacked agricultural implements and 

i Lloyd D. Lewis, "Propaganda and the Missouri Kansas War," Missouri 
Historical Review, XXXIV (October, 1939), 3-17. 
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women, and instead carried surplus rifles of the latest model. 
Many Missourians came to the conclusion that these "pio 
neers * were traveling on Eastern emigrant society compli 
mentary tickets. One fact was obvious. If the emigrant socie 
ties were not actually supplying Kansas with many people 
those they did send were giving the area a shrill and vital 
anti-slavery leadership. 2 

The movement into Kansas infuriated numerous Mis 
sourians. Under their noses a fanatical hegira seemed to be 
taking place, one that upset the comfortable assumption that 
the territory was destined logically to become a friendly slave 
state. The radical pro-slavery leaders of Missouri declared a 
border war on Kansas. In 1854 and 1855 several thousand 
Missourians rode into Kansas and participated illegally in 
the territorial elections. These men came armed and did not 
hesitate to use force and intimidation at the polls. They were 
led by some of Missouri s most prominent political figures. 
As a result of the elections pro-slavery candidates received 
handsome fraudulent majorities and a constitution making 
slavery legal was approved. This unforgivable action by Mis 
sourians created hysteria in the North. 

Although only a handful of men from Missouri took part 
in the Kansas elections, their unlawful presence and use of 
force tended to substantiate the harsh and uncomplimentary 
light in which the state was already held in the North. And 
although Kansas voted herself free in honest elections in 
1858, the tampering by Missourians was never forgotten. 

* From statistics available it seems that when Kansas voted overwhelmingly 
against slavery in 1858 it was because of a free-soil population that had 
come primarily from the middle-Atlantic and newer mid-west states. See 
William O. Lynch "Population Movements in Relation to the Struggle for 
Kansas," Indiana University Studies, XII (19x5), studies 65-68, p. 403; Ralph 
V. Harlow, "The Rise and Fall of the Kansas Aid Movements/ American 
Historical Review, XLI (October, 19*5), * 5 ; W. H. Isley, "The Sharps Rifle 
Episode in Kansas History," American Historical Review, XII (April, 1907), 
549-5&lt;&gt;. 
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From 1855 until 1860 the situation on the border approached 
anarchy. Missouri gangs invaded Kansas and besieged and 
occupied Lawrence. To obtain arms they looted the United 
States Arsenal at Liberty Landing at home. Numerous fights 
and murders took place over land claims and these embroil 
ments were eagerly identified with the slavery issue. Along 
the state line men banded together and formed protective 
and raiding associations, and, as usual in such twilight areas, 
characters of the most fanatic and vicious temperament were 
drawn to the scene. 

Following the attack on Lawrence murderous old John 
Brown and his sons hacked to death with broadswords five 
men and boys entirely innocent of the raid. Free-soil Kansans 
such as James H. Lane, James Montgomery and Dr, Charles 
R. Jennison raised companies and attacked pro-slavery men 
in Missouri and Kansas. In retaliation George W. Clarke 
and Charles Hambleton preyed on Kansans, and their forays 
culminated in the massacre of ten free-soil men on the Marias 
des Cygnes River in 1858. Slave-stealing, arson and looting 
became commonplace and the term "Bleeding Kansas" 
gained some reality. 8 

From the excitement, lawlessness and horror of the Mis 
souri-Kansas border warfare of the fifties came one of the 
most significant causes for the guerrilla conflict, and for its 
nature, which took place on the western frontier between 
1861 and 1865. Although numerically very few Missourians 
had taken an active part in the Kansas outrages, their state 
had gained a name in the North as a hotbed of radical, vio 
lent, pro-slavery people. The Eastern press, the flaring de 
bates over Kansas at Washington, the intemperate praise of 

For the Kansas guerrilla warfare between 1855 and 1860 see: Jay Monaghan, 
Civil War on the Western Border (Boston, Toronto, 1955), 16-116; James 
C. Malin, John Brown and the Legend of Fifty-Six (Philadelphia, 1942), 560-70; 
Jonas Viles, "Documents Illustrating the Troubles on the Border," Missouri 
Historical Review, I and H (April, October, 1907). 
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Missouri in the South and condemnation in the North, had 
created the opinion that Missourians were ardently Southern. 
The Missouri-Kansas frontier had become aroused, trained 
and conditioned to ugly irregular warfare. Many border 
Missourians had developed hatred for * abolitionist Yankee 
Kansans/* and many Kansans considered all Missourians 
ruffian slaveholders. 

These evil seeds of dislike and distrust were to bear shock 
ing fruit on the border once the Civil War began. Then the 
Kansas raiders of the 1850 $ found themselves cloaked with 
the implied or actual authority of the United States. Able 
to move into Missouri freely, or ordered into the state as 
forces of occupation, they were prone to consider all Mis- 
sourians disloyal to the Union. In payment, the Missouri 
guerrillas were to arise and carry on a war of extermination 
against Kansans. Up and down the western border numbers 
of men were waiting for the opportunity to take revenge for 
real and fancied wrongs that had occurred in the five years 
before 1861. Thousands of innocent Missourians and Kan 
sans were to pay a bloody and ruinous price for the intem 
perate prewar acts of a few radical men. 

The great irony of this unfortunate situation was that the 
stereotype of Missourians of the period was not very true. 
Although sharp sectional antagonism and irregular warfare 
had become commonplace on the Missouri-Kansas border in 
the five years preceding 1860, the political attitude of the 
mass of Missouri voters toward the Union that year was con 
servative. The evidence is undisputable that^most 




There was only a small secessionist element in the state, 
which, however, exerted influence far beyond its numbers. 
This is borne out by the fact that the Missouri gubernatorial 
election of August, 1860, was won by Democrat Claiborne F. 
Jackson, who, in spite of traitorous plans for secession, cam- 
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/paigned on the Douglas-Democratic principles that definitely 
upheld the Union. In that election 120,000 Missourians 

* "^&&^M ^ l ^^*X!dimt f tx*8l*^^H*^*&lt;!&gt; *W*W* 

voted for an orderly and peaceful interpretation of the ques- 

*--~ **"---* *^ .^,* , J ^ B .*a****- *M***b *^^, _ fcw , w ^^ f ^**^^^*^v^ rfww ^ ^ ^ n ^ ^ . 

^n^Fffi^^^ Only 17,500 men indicated 

any type of radical views by supporting the Republican or 
the secessionist Breckenridge-Democratic candidates. In the 
presidential election of November, 1860, Missouri was the 
only state which Stephen A. Douglas carried, and only 31,000 
men out of the electorate voted for Breckenridge. 4 

Claiborne Jackson, Missouri s new governor in 1860, was 
a secret secessionist. In his inaugural address he emphasized 
Missouri s relationship to the South, urged the reorganiza 
tion of the State Guard, and recommended a convention to 
consider Missouri s relationship to the Union. The Twenty- 
first Session of the Missouri General Assembly, reflecting the 
conservative and placating attitude of the people who had 
sent it to Jefferson City, refused to be stampeded by the gov 
ernor. A bill to rearm the State Guard was never brought to 
vote, and a convention bill was drawn so that no ordinance 
arrived at by such a body could take Missouri out of the 
Union without a vote of the people. Commenting on these 
acts of the legislature the St. Louis Tri-Weekly Missouri Re 
publican said they reflected the views of "myriads" of letters 
received by the representatives. 5 In February, 1861, delegates 
were elected to the convention, and it was estimated that 
secessionist candidates had been defeated by eighty thousand 
votes throughout the state. And, when the convention met it 
resolved that there was no reason at that time for Missouri to 

* Douglas and Bell, the Constitutional-Union candidate, received 117,000 
votes, Lincoln only 17,000. See William M. Pruitt, "The More Definitely Pro- 
Southern Group in Missouri between August, 1860 and March, 1861," (Mas 
ter s thesis, University of Missouri, 1932), 8-21; Walter A. Ryle, Missouri: 
Union or Secession (Nashville, 1931), 126-27. 

Tri-Weekly Missouri Republican, January 23, 1861. Hereinafter cited St. 
Louis Republican. 
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leave the Union. 6 Thus Jackson s schemes were blocked* 

on, April 12 an4 the 



governor had indignantly refused to supply the four regi 
ments requested by President Lincoln, hgpes for neutrality 
w^ toward secession. 

At this time, however, the direct causes for the great guer 
rilla struggle on the frontier were created. A few resolute 
men determined that Missourians must take an active part in 
either the Union or Confederate cause during the war. Gov 
ernor Jackson, Lieutenant Governor Thomas G. Reynolds 
and a small but active group connected with the State Guard 
were the Confederate marplots. Frank P. Blair of St. Louis, 
a rising Republican politician whose brother was in Lin 
coln s cabinet; Captain Nathaniel P. Lyon, soldier-abolition 
ist; General John C. Fremont, and a procession of Union 
military commanders were to bring chaos in conducting the 
course of the Union. All Missouri and the entire frontier 
were to suffer from the conditions these radical Northern 
and Southern men created by their schemes, their acts of in 
vasion, their military occupation and the destruction of nor 
mal government which they accomplished by martial law 
and the abrogation of civilized rules of war. 

Governor Jackson s complicity with the Confederacy in 
the spring of 1861 has been firmly established. In April he 
and his friends began collecting guns and munitions in stra 
tegic spots around the state. The United States Arsenal in 
day County was again broken into an4 & saH number of 
irearms were distributed to local enits ft the State Guard. 
The big prize, as the governor saw It* ira& (fe federal arsenal 
at St. Louis which faeldl sixfif Jtlxm$H^ over a 

rounds of smaH zn&frtuig^^ anus manu- 



* Journal and Proceedings of the Missouri State Conoention, Held at Jeffer 
son C% aawi S*. Loms, Mondl, rS&r $& Ijsmis* t$, &e Jffec^ii^^ 15 , and 
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facturing and repair machinery. Determined to have these, 
even though men to bear them were not yet in sight, Jackson 
secretly sent representatives to Jefferson Davis asking for 
cannon to help in capturing the installation. 7 On April 22, 
1861, to implement his plans, he called the General Assembly 
into special session at Jefferson City and ordered the State 
Guard into summer encampments. By May 3 some eight 
hundred local men had reported for duty at Gamp Jackson 
in St. Louis which lay within a half hour s march of the 
arsenal. Cannon supplied by the Confederate government 
had been smuggled into this camp. 

While Governor Jackson was making these moves Frank 
P. Blair pursued his course rapidly. Suspecting the governor 
of duplicity he used political means to have General W, S. 
Harney removed from command of the Union forces in St. 
Louis and replaced by Captain Nathaniel Lyon from Kansas. 
Although there was never any doubt of Harney s complete 
loyalty to the Union, he was simply too peaceful, too inter 
ested in conciliation, for Blair s taste. Blair knew he could 
count on Lyon in any venture proposed for the Union. Lyon 
first transferred most of the arms and munitions in the 
arsenal across the river to Alton, Illinois. Qn May iQJbe and 
^^ Camp Jackson with three thousand regular 

^ a shot obtained the 

sinremler_of the State "75J^ 



of men, women and children. The street 

&lt;W. &lt;*T wjfc P ^oMW^f "SKF*** .tt^vwn, * # f *&lt;#*# t *** &gt;&lt;* ^^W 3 *-^ 



, , o ., 

fighting in St. Louis was witnessed by three men, then un 
distinguished, who in a short time became leaders in the 
western Civil War. On the scene were a short, unkempt 

f United States War Department, The War of the Rebellion: A Compilation 
of the Official Records of the Union and the Confederate Armies (150 vols,, 
Washington, D. C., 1880-1902), Series i, Vol. I, 688-90. Hereinafter cited O. R* 
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mustering officer from Illinois, U. S. Grant; a nervous red 
head, president of the St. Louis Street Railway, W. T. Sher 
man; and a dapper hot-headed young planter from Lafayette 
County, Joseph O* Shelby. 8 

The news of Blair s and Lyon s blow at St. Louis spread 
quickly across the state and alarmed the reluctant legislature 
at Jefferson City into action. A strong militia bill was passed 
and large sums were appropriated to arm the state. Sterling 
Price, an ex-governor and aging Mexican War hero, was per 
suaded to become major general of the State Guard. He and 
Jackson set about reorganizing it and appointing pro-Con 
federate brigadiers over the state s eight military districts. 

Peaceful conditions were restored for a few weeks when 
General Harney again assumed command at St. Louis. He 
agreed with General Price that the Union would not recruit 
nor move troops into Missouri so long as the state was peace 
ful and did not arm for the Confederacy. Harney lasted just 
as long as it took Frank Blair to arrange his relief through 
Washington. By the last of May Lyon was again in command 
at St. Louis, and on June 11, 1861, he told Governor Jackson 
and General Price to their faces that he would move Union 
troops about Missouri as he pleased. Jackson then called out 
the State Guard, and asked for fifty thousand men to resist 
invasion. The war had come to Missouri. 

Nathaniel Lyon, immediately promoted to Brigadier Gen 
eral, was energetic and fearless. An able puritan, he was a 
military realist. He knew that if Hvar came Missouri had to 
be held for the Union, that it was the link which would con 
trol the entire western theatre of operations. He saw that the 
state commanded the navigation of the great stream that gave 

s See James Peckham, Gen. Nathaniel Lyon and Missouri in 1861 (New 
York, 1866); Thomas L. Snead, The Fight for Missouri from the Election of 
Lincoln to the Death of Lyon (New York, 1888); Daniel O Flaherty, General 
Jo Shelby (Chapel Hill, 1954), 51-56; Monaghan, Civil War on the Western 
Border, 129-352. 
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it its name, as well as the Mississippi, the Illinois, and the 
Ohio. The North in time of war could never permit the navi 
gation of these vital rivers to be controlled by the Confeder 
acy. Also, Lyon had from the first gauged Governor Jackson 
and his secessionist associates accurately. He suspected that 
the governor was secretly preparing for war and looking for 
an opportunity to bring Missouri into the Confederacy. He 
was also aware that General Ben McCulloch was grouping 
troops near Fort Smith, Arkansas, and he believed the Con 
federacy was preparing to invade Missouri. A Northerner, 
he knew Missourians only as he had seen them on the Kansas 
border, and he cared not a whit about the personal loyalties 
of the average citizen. 9 

At Governor Jackson s call for 50,000 volunteers General 
Lyon took decisive action and evolved what became the basic 
Union military strategy in Missouri throughout the war. 
Before Jackson and Price had the opportunity to assemble 
the State Guard he moved to occupy the state. Accompanied 
by 1,700 men, the majority of whom were St. Louis Germans, 
he went by boat up the Missouri to Jefferson City. There he 
found the capitol buildings deserted and learned that the 
governor had fled and the legislature had scattered. Continu 
ing to Boonville on June 17 he routed a small State Guard 
unit under Colonel John S. Marmaduke in an almost blood 
less skirmish. 

At the same time he advanced up the river Lyon sent a 
small force by train down the southern branch of the Pacific 
Railroad to Rolla. From there Colonel Franz Sigel with some 
900 men pressed south and west toward Carthage. Sigel was 
to intercept Governor Jackson and General Price and to pre 
vent any State Guard units from joining McCulloch and his 
Confederates in Arkansas. At Boonville Lyon stopped all 

Wiley Britton, The Civil War On The Border (2 vols*, New York, London, 
1891), I, 32-33; O. JR., Series i, Vol. Ill, 379-81. 
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river traffic; Union patrols took over the major crossings and 
ferries between St. Charles and Kansas City, and the im 
provised gunboat John Warner cruised the stream destroying 
rafts and boats to prevent enemy forces from crossing south. 
By these adroit maneuvers Lyon bisected the state through 
the heart of its most heavily populated slaveholding section. 

His next move was to take over the railroads: the Hanni 
bal and St. Joseph which ran east and west across the north 
ern part of the state, the Pacific which extended from St. 
Louis to Sedalia and Rolla, and the North Missouri which 
ran from St. Charles west and north to Macon on the Hanni 
bal and St. Joseph. The lines north of the Missouri River 
were occupied by Union troops called in from Kansas, Illi 
nois, and Iowa. The control of these water and rail transpor 
tation routes enabled Lyon, in co-ordination with flanking 
forces from Kansas, to put into effect an enveloping move 
ment against General Price and Governor Jackson which 
forced diem into southwest Missouri. 

General Lyon s strategy paralyzed State Guard recruiting. 
Many State Guard companies and two small brigades com 
manded by Brigadier Generals Thomas A. Harris and Mar 
tin E. Green in north Missouri were stranded and dispersed. 
In November General Price wrote Jefferson Davis that he 
had been forced to leave between five and ten thousand re 
cruits in central and northern Missouri because of Lyon s 
swift movements. 10 Time after time Price was to send officers 
into the Missouri River counties to gather these recruits and 
lead them south to his colors. His only offensive action dur 
ing the summer of 1861 was based on these recruiting parties 
which were also ordered to destroy rail and telegraph com 
munications wherever possible. General Lyon was successful 
in stamping out most of them as soon as they were formed. 11 

10 o. R., Series i, Vol. Ill, 734-36. 

11 O. R., Series i, Vol. VIII, 496-97. 
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Lyon s actions were decisive in capturing Missouri, but be 
cause of their swiftness they left a hard core of men poten 
tially or actively in opposition to the Union behind the 
battle lines. A variety of factors would make numbers of 
these men Confederate guerrillas as the war and the Union 
occupation of the state progressed. 

With north Missouri secure, Lyon advanced down to 
Springfield where on August 10, 1861, hopelessly outnum 
bered, he audaciously and cleverly attacked Price and Mc- 
Culloch at Wilson s Creek. There, in one of the severest 
battles of the war from the point of casualties among men en 
gaged, the Union force was beaten and forced to retreat to 
Rolla. General Lyon, gallantly leading his men, was shot 
dead on the afternoon of the battle. 

Following Wilson s Creek Price begged McCulloch to go 
back with him to central Missouri and recapture the state. 
McCulloch refused. He felt the State Guard was undisci 
plined, officered by politicians, and, in his own words, that 
the people of Missouri were so against the Confederacy, "we 
had as well be in Boston so far as the friendly feelings of the 
inhabitants were concerned." 12 General Price started north 
from Springfield with only his Missourians, the news of his 
victory at Wilson s Creek bringing him only a few recruits 
as he progressed through the state. By September 13 he 
reached Lexington on the Missouri River where with some 
ten thousand men he overwhelmed a small Union garrison. 
At Lexington he was joined by Generals Harris and Green 
with light forces from north of the river. 

On July 3, 1861, General John C. Fremont had been given 
command of the Union Department of the West with head- 
qtiarters at St. Louis, Fremont s actions, both military and 
political, were to confuse the people on the western border. 
A few days after Lexington fell he had begun to surround 

12 O. R. f Series i, Vol. Ill, 722, in a letter to General W. J. Hardee. 
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that town with forty thousand men, and by the last of Oc 
tober with a vast "Army of the West" he had forced Price 
back to Springfield without a fight. 

Now occurred a change in Union strategy which enabled 
General Price to return to south-central Missouri during the 
winter of 1861 and to promote guerrilla warfare throughout 
the state. For lack of aggressiveness General Fremont was re 
moved from his command, and his army was given to Gen 
eral David Hunter. The Department of the West was taken 
over by Major General Henry W, Halleck. Hunter and 
Halleck felt the winter too near for a campaign, and on No 
vember 11 General in Chief of the United States Armies, 
George B. McClellan, advised Halleck that the Army of the 
West should be withdrawn to interior points in the state for 
future use on the Mississippi. ia 

Price took advantage of the situation quickly, and by mid- 
November moved up to Osceola on the Osage River where 
he could send recruiting parties and guerrilla saboteurs into 
north Missouri. Conditions were desperate for General Price 
during the fall and winter of 1861- Even though Governor 
Jackson had called the state legislature into session at Neosho 
in October to pass an ordinance of secession, Missouri was 
not accepted as the twelfth Confederate state until Novem 
ber 28. It was commonly known that the Neosho assembly 
lacked quorums in both houses and that the proxies offered 
for secession were illegal. Price was still only a major general 
of state troops allied by treaty to the Confederacy. There was 
growing indication that his military abilities were held in 
serious doubt by the authorities at Richmond. 14 As winter 
came down on the rough camps on the Osage it was also 
obvious that many of the State Guardsmen were summer 

is O. R., Series i, VoL m, 53$, 568-69. 

i* Arthur R. Krrfcpatrkk, "Missouri, the Twelfth Confederate State** (Doc 
toral dissertation. University of Missouri, 1955). 
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soldiers with very little interest in the Confederate cause. In 
describing his situation in mid-November General Price 
complained that the enlistment period of three-fourths of 
his command was expiring and that many were going home 
to provide for their families. Most of his men were scantily 
clad and had never been paid for their summer campaign. 15 
A dangerous feeling of tranquility and a spreading desire 
for peace also seemed to exist. The state convention to con 
sider Missouri s relationship to the Union had reconvened 
on July 20 at Jefferson City, and, over the protest of a num 
ber of its members that the legislature should be allowed to 
act, had declared the offices of governor and lieutenant gov 
ernor vacant. The convention then proceeded to fill these 
offices with its own members and finally, abolishing the legis 
lature, set itself up as the provisional government of Mis 
souri, To insure the loyalty of all state and county officials, 
and all voters, an oath of allegiance to the United States and 
the provisional government itself was required. The conven 
tion also established its right to remove all officials at will 
and to disfranchise any man believed disloyal to the Union. 
This extralegal government, in other words, took over every 
aspect of executive, legislative and judicial power in Mis 
souri and then qualified the electorate. There were no con 
stitutional or legal precedents for these acts of the conven 
tion. They were based on fear, distrust and emergency. 
Unfortunately, but as might have been anticipated, they 
were also based on political expediency, for in -spite of nu 
merous dates proposed to terminate the provisional govern 
ment it maintained itself in autocratic power until 1864 
when a new radical constitution could be guaranteed. 16 

O. R., Series i f Vol. VIII, 729-31, in a letter to General Leonidas Polk. 

i Journal of the Missouri State Convention Held at Jefferson City, July, 
1861 (St. Louis, 1861); Journal of the Missouri State Convention Held at the 
City of Saint Louis, October, 1861 (St. Louis, 1861); Journal of the Missouri 
State Convention Held in Jefferson City, June, 1862 (St. Louis, 1862). 
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Hamilton Gamble was chosen as provisional governor and 
his selection was a happy one. A man of integrity and a mod 
erate in all things, he genuinely desired peace and concilia 
tion. In the winter of 1861 he represented stability for all 
the people of Missouri, but he was soon plunged into conflict 
with the Union military commanders of the state and the 
radicals of his own government. 

The dissatisfaction in Price s army became so public that 
Gamble attempted to send an emissary to open negotiations 
to disband it and turn its allegiance to the new government. 
General John Pope, who commanded the Union forces on 
Price s front during the long winter of 1861, also believed 
the circumstances of the State Guard so hopeless that most 
of the soldiers would lay down their arms, take any oath 
required, and return home if they felt they would not be 
arrested. 17 

Even the new commander of the Department of Missouri, 
Major General Halleck, thought the chance for more hos 
tilities remote. "Old Brains" Halleck was a military oddity. 
A West Point graduate, scholar, and authority on interna 
tional law, Halleck became a prominent military figure in 
the Civil War because great things were expected of him. A 
pedant, and a mystery to most of his associates, Halleck ap 
parently earned much of his reputation in the early days of 
the war from the voluminous and detailed correspondence 
and directives which steadily flowed from his headquarters. 
The command of the Department of Missouri in 1861 
seemed ideal for a man of his nature and ability. Here was 
an area in which order was rapidly being restored militarily 
and politically; an enemy whose forces appeared to be dis 
integrating without the necessity for further bloody battles. 
When General Sherman visited Missouri and warned Hal- 

17 O. R., Series i, Vol. VIII, 399, 430-21, in a letter to Halleck asking per 
mission for Gamble s representative to go through his lines. 
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leek that he could expect more trouble from Price, "Old 
Brains" informed his wife that Sherman was insane, giving 
support to a current rumor. 18 With a new Department of 
Kansas created and placed under General Hunter, and with 
that troublesome state off his hands, Halleck believed Price 
could be expelled easily and the western border returned 
to peace. 

is Monaghan, Civil War on the Western Border, 208. 



Sterling Price s Guerrillas 



IN order to save his army, to attempt desperately to build 
its strength, Sterling Price started a guerrilla war on the 
western border. He was too weak and demoralized to 
strike a major blow, even to move actively against the Union 
forces who had established a line along the border of eastern 
Kansas and through Kansas City, Sedalia, and Rolla to Cape 
Girardeau in Missouri. Explaining his position in a desper 
ate proclamation to the people of Missouri on November 26, 
1861, he hysterically cried 

FELLOW-CITIZENS : 

In the month of June last I was called to command a handful 
of Missourians, who nobly gave up home and comfort to espouse, 
in that gloomy hour, the cause of your bleeding country, strug 
gling with the most causeless and cruel despotism known among 
civilized men. When peace and protection could no longer be 
enjoyed but at the price of honor and liberty your chief magis 
trate called for 50,000 men to drive the ruthless invader from a 

22 
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soil made fruitful by your labors and consecrated by your homes. 

To that call less than 5,000 responded; out of a male popula 
tion exceeding 200,000 men, one in forty only stepped forward to 
defend with their persons and their lives the cause of constitu 
tional liberty and human rights. . . . 

Where are those 50,000 men? Are Missourians no longer true 
to themselves? Are they a timid, time-serving, craven race, fit only 
for subjection to a despot? 

But where are our Southern-rights friends? We must drive 
the oppressor from our land. I must have 50,000 men. Now is the 
crisis of your fate; now the golden opportunity to save the state; 
now is the day of your political salvation. The time of enlistment 
for our brave band is beginning to expire. Do not tax their pa 
tience beyond endurance; do not longer sicken their hearts by 
hope deferred. They begin to inquire, "Where are our friends?" 
Who shall give them an answer? Boys and small property holders 
have in the main fought the battles for the protection of your 
property, and when they ask, "Where are the men for whom we 

are fighting?" how can I, how shall I, explain? 1 

* 

Very few Missourians came to Price as a result of this plea, 
and those who did had great difficulty in passing through 
the Union lines. Hoping to attract soldiers, he sent recruit 
ing officers into central and northern Missouri, and entered 
on an energetic plan to destroy the excellent interior Union 
rail and telegraphic communications on his front. By doing 
this he might divert the enemy and weaken the federal lines 
so that recruits could come down to himu 

Most of General Price s recruiting parties came to grief. 
It was the Union tactic to allow them to build to noticeable 
size and then to pounce on them. In rapid order in mid- 
December 1861, General John Pope attacked parties in 
Henry and Johnson counties, scattering 2,000 men gathered 
at Chilhowee, capturing 150 more and sixteen wagons loaded 

i O. R., Series i, Vol. VIII, 695. 
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with supplies at Clinton, and taking and paroling 1,300 men 
at Knob Noster. Other Union cavalry dispersed camps in 
Saline and Howard counties, and there was sharp fighting at 
Mount Zion Church in Boone where 25 "rebels 11 were killed 
and 150 were wounded. 2 

Price s railroad bridge burners performed a more success 
ful mission. In July, 1861, his supporters had succeeded in 
burning the Salt River bridge on the Hannibal and St. 
Joseph road and destroyed culverts on the North Missouri 
near Centralia. Traffic on both lines was stopped for a time, 
and when it was resumed, the transportation of troops by 
rail became hazardous as the cars were shot into. One train 
was hit by almost a hundred bullets fired from the right of 
way on a trip between Hannibal and St. Joseph. On Septem 
ber 3 the Platte River bridge on the Hannibal and St. Joe 
line collapsed under a train, killing some twenty passengers 
and injuring sixty, many of whom were civilians. The pilings 
of the bridge had been burned almost through before the 
train reached it. Newspapers all over the state voiced dis 
approval, but the sabotage was so well done the St. Louis 
Republican stated that St. Louis was almost cut off from the 
rest of Missouri. Bridges were out on all of the major rail 
lines, including the Pacific, which had its big span over the 
Lamine River destroyed. 8 

Now in December, Price s guerrillas intensified their at 
tacks on the railroads. The large bridge over the Chariton 
River in Macon County on the Hannibal and St. Joseph was 
burned, and dozens of culverts were torn out on the North 
Missouri above Mexico in Boone County. Miles of telegraph 
wire along the lines were ripped down and carried away. 
Isaac H. Sturgeon, president of the North Missouri, stated 

that ^tedjagjtf^^ a^Jtiundrediniles 

?JLfeE-IS^^ s dem ?Jjsh5d-^At one time or another every 

2 O. R., Series i, Vol. VIII, 37-39, 34-35, 49-50. 

St. Louis Republican, July 15, August 8, 12, September 4, 7, 13, 19, 1861. 



STERLING PRICE S GUERRILLAS 25 

bridge and culvert had been set ablaze, ties had been re 
moved, fires built, and rails bent in them. Thirty-odd cars 
and one engine had been completely destroyed. 4 

General Halleck was frankly at a loss as to how to stop the 
damage to the railroads. Price s guerrillas and disaffected 
people living near the lines could so easily demolish bridges 
and track and then fade into the civil population. And al 
though Halleck had ten thousand troopers guarding the rail 
lines, there were simply not enough men available to watch 
every foot of track. Worse, the general complained that when 
persons suspected of sabotage were arrested, the civil courts 
were unreliable in punishing them. He wrote his friends that 
he felt his army to be in almost as hostile a country as Mexico 
had been in the last war. He was of the opinion that there 
was no alternative but to severely enforce martial law. 6 

Halleck s way of solving the problem, of course, was to 
write detailed punitive orders. On December 22, 1861, he 
published General Order Number Thirty-two from his head 
quarters at St. Louis. This order, directed against the guer 
rilla bridge burners, stated in part: 

Insurgent rebels scattered through the northern counties of 
this State, which are occupied by our troops, under the guise of 
peaceful citizens, have resumed their occupation of burning 
bridges and destroying railroads and telegraph wires. These men 
are guilty of the highest crime known to the code of war and the 
punishment is death. Anyone caught in the act will be immedi 
ately shot, and anyone accused of this crime will be arrested and 
placed in close confinement until his case can be examined by a 
military commission, and, if found guilty, he also will suffer 
death. 6 

By this order Halleck established the treatment for parti 
san Confederate soldiers caught behind the Union lines. 

* O. JR., Series i, Vol. XXXIV, Part 4, pp. 548-49. 
e O. R. f Series i, Vol. VIII, 475-76. 
O, R., Series i, Vol. VIII, 463-64. 



26 GRAY GHOSTS OF THE CONFEDERACY 

From this time on, guerrilla prisoners could be shot at the 
discretion o local commanders. Firing squads were to be 
kept busy along the border between 1861 and 1865. Never 
content with only one directive on a subject, Halleck pub 
lished an additional order on January i, 1862, concerning 
the treatment to be accorded captured guerrillas. Its ninth 
paragraph stated: 

And, again, while the code of war gives certain exemptions to a 
soldier regularly in the military service of an enemy, it is a well- 
established principle that insurgents, not militarily organized 
under the laws of the State, predatory partisans, and guerrilla 
bands are not entitled to such exemptions; such men are not 
legitimately in arms, and the military name and garb which they 
have assumed cannot give a military exemption to the crimes 
which they may commit. They are, in a legal sense, mere free 
booters and banditti, and are liable to the same punishment 
which was imposed upon guerrilla bands by Napoleon in Spain 
and by Scott in Mexico. 7 

"Old Brains" had taken care of pro-Southern guerrillas on 
the western border by these two orders. Their application 
was to reap a bloody return. If pro-Confederate partisans 
were to receive no quarter, they were to give none. 

General Price learned soon of these punitive orders. On 
January 12 he wrote Halleck from Springfield that he had 
received information that his discharged State Guardsmen 
were being arrested and imprisoned, and that his recruiting 
agents and the guerrillas he had sent to destroy communica 
tions were being tried under the penalty of capital punish 
ment when captured. Price sent this letter through the 
Union lines and demanded that Halleck explain his action 
in violating the laws of war.* 

7 O. R., Series i, Vol. VIII, 476-78. This was General Order Number One, 
Department of Missouri. 

O. R., Series i, Vol. VIII, 496-97. 
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Halleck called for his pen and paper. In an elaborate letter 
he informed Price that so long as uniformed, duly organized 
and enrolled men were sent behind the Union lines to per 
form military acts, "we shall try to kill them if possible, in 
open warfare, or, if we capture them we shall treat them as 
prisoners of war." Halleck went on: 

But it is well understood that you have sent numbers of your 
adherents, in the garb of peaceful citizens and under false pre 
tenses, through our lines into Northern Missouri, to rob and 
destroy the property of Union men and to burn and destroy rail 
road bridges, thus endangering the lives of thousands, and this, 
too, without any military necessity or possible military ad 
vantage. Moreover, peaceful citizens of Missouri, quietly working 
on their farms, have been instigated by your emissaries to take up 
arms as insurgents, and to rob and plunder and to commit arson 
and murder. . . . You certainly will not pretend that men guilty 
of such crimes, although "specially appointed and instructed by 
you," are entitled to the rights and immunities of ordinary prison 
ers of war. 9 

Guerrilla fighting and the destruction of railroad and 
telegraph lines went on. Having set these forces in motion, 
Price could not have stopped them had he desired to. Indeed, 
he had very little actual control over them, and was to exert 
less and less as time went by. 

General Halleck knew now that Price s forces must be 
pushed from Missouri. Brigadier General Samuel R. Curtis, 
a West Point graduate, Iowa congressman, and engineer, was 
ordered to assemble an army at Rolla and destroy the State 
Guard. Curtis was tough, dogged, and not afraid to fight. By 
the last of January he had caused Price to retreat to Spring 
field with only twelve thousand men. From there he pur 
sued him to Pea Ridge, Arkansas, and on March 7, 1862, 
attacked and defeated the combined forces of Price and Mc- 

O. R., Series i, Vol. VIII, 514-15. 
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Culloch, this time led by General Earl Van Dorn. After the 
battle at Pea Ridge, General Price and those of his men who 
would join the Confederate army, were moved east of the 
Mississippi to take part in the Corinth campaign. The spring 
of 1862 began with most organized Confederate military 
units on the western border defeated or dispersed. However, 
for a variety of reasons, serious forces of insurrection were 
building up behind the Union lines from Arkansas to Ne 
braska. 

The essential factor for any successful guerrilla campaign, 
a war fought hundreds of miles behind the front lines of the 
active belligerents, is a sympathetic supporting civil popula 
tion and men of military age. On such a population guerrilla 
forces must depend for subsistence, shelter, information, and 
recruits. As has been indicated, there was a small but active 
pro-Confederate element of people in Missouri in 1861 will 
ing to engage in and support guerrilla warfare against the 
Union. Because of the peculiar political and military condi 
tions on the western border, this resistance group was to 
grow and become violently active between 1861 and 1865. 

During his stay in Missouri during the winter of 1861 
General Sterling Price s inability to attract recruits to his 
cause was not his only serious problem. During that time the 
six-month enlistment period of many of his State Guardsmen 
terminated. Large numbers of them returned to their homes 
legally discharged. Others simply deserted, bored with mili 
tary routine and cold-weather hardship, no doubt feeling, as 
Price stated in his recruiting proclamation, that it was a rich 
man s war and a poor man s fight. Missouri s admission to 
the Confederacy in November 1861 did not help the General 
in gaining recruits or holding the men he had. Apparently 
many State Guardsmen were willing to resist invasion of 
Missouri from any source, but were most unwilling to leave 
the state and serve as regular Confederate soldiers. For ex- 
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ample, when Price resigned his commission and command 
over the State Guard to accept a belated appointment as a 
major general in the Confederate army at Des Arc, Arkansas, 
in April, 1862, only about four thousand of his men went 
with him at that time into regular Confederate service. 10 

The failure of General Price and Governor Jackson to 
draw Missourians to the Confederacy meant several things in 
view of the people s predominantly Southern background. 
The most important fact was that many men of Southern 
origin were simply unwilling to engage in a war against the 
Union. The wealthier class of slaveholders, it may be pre 
sumed, were not so foolish as to trust their lives or property 
to the Confederacy with the state firmly in the hands of 
Union military forces. As long as the western border and 
Missouri remained tranquil, as long as the abolition of slav 
ery was not a primary issue in the war, as long as men of 
Southern background and origin would be recognized in 
their loyalty to the Union and were able to conduct their 
lives and affairs in normal peace and security, there was little 
reason for serious strife on the border once Price had left it. 
If these conditions were violated, as they soon were to be, 
insurrection and guerrilla warfare could be expected as a 
matter of course. 

A considerable potential enemy military population began 
to build up behind the Union lines in Missouri as soon as 
Price and the State Guard joined the Confederacy in the 
spring of 1865. Many of these men were deserters and re 
turnees from the State Guard. Desertion from service in the 
State Guard and the Confederate armies was eagerly en 
couraged by both the provisional government of Missouri 
and the Union military authorities. Following the liberal 
amnesty policies determined upon by President Lincoln, 
numerous proclamations and orders were circulated through 

10 O. R., Series i, Vol. VIII, 756-57. 
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the state in late 1861 authorizing the peaceful return of men 
who had been in pro-Southern military service. In October, 
1861, the State Convention of Missouri had gone on record 
to offer its full protection to all men who would give up 
allegiance to the Confederacy and take an oath of loyalty to 
the Union and provisional governments. 11 

In most instances the man who had been a pro-Southern 
soldier had to report to a local military post where he swore 
and signed an oath of allegiance in the form of a parole cer 
tificate. He was also required to put up a bond for his future 
loyalty, and was then allowed to return home and go about 
his normal business. 

One way or another, several thousand Missourians seem to 
have left the State Guard or Confederate service in the win 
ter and spring of 1861-1862. Military posts throughout the 
northern and central parts of the state did a land office busi 
ness paroling ex-Southern soldiers. In the spring of 1862 The 
Liberty Tribune, a weekly newspaper at Liberty, the county 
seat of Clay County, published long lists of men who were 
returning to the Union fold. Among those who took the oath 
and posted a thousand-dollar bond, the Tribune reported 
on May 2, was a tall, raw-boned, blank-faced youth of nine 
teen, Alexander Franklin James. Young Frank James had 
joined a home guard company in Clay County in May, 1861, 
and had fought at Wilson s Creek. He had deserted the State 
Guard, or left its service because of illness, and returned to 
his home. 12 Had the times allowed boys such as Frank James 
to remain neutrals, perhaps there would have been no guer- 

11 William E. Parrish, "The Provisional Government of Missouri 1861-1865" 
(Master s thesis, University of Missouri, 1953), 76; See also Hamilton R. Gam 
ble Papers, Missouri Historical Society, St. Louis, Missouri, Gamble to Dr. 
John R. Moore, November 30, 1861. Hereinafter cited Gamble Papers. 

12 The Liberty Tribune, May 10, 1861, May 2, 1862; William A. Settle, "The 
Development of the Jesse James Legend* (Doctoral dissertation, University of 
Missouri, 1945), 17, 22-23. 



STERLING PRICE S GUERRILLAS , 

3 1 

rilla warfare in Missouri in 1862. Unfortunately, mounting 
conditions of unrest caused by the Union military occupa 
tion and control of the state, and the Confederate utilization 
of guerrillas brought many of them back under arms. Un 
able or unwilling to live peacefully in their old neighbor 
hoods, many ex-Southern soldiers formed the backbone of 
the partisan organizations of the western border. 

Under these varied political, social, and military circum 
stances the foundations for a fierce civil insurrection were 
constructed. Having its center in Missouri, a slaveholding 
frontier state whose people were predominantly for the Un 
ion, this true Civil War was to plunge the entire western 
frontier into a blood bath. 

The most direct factor contributing to the great insurrec 
tion which took place on the western border after 1861 lay 
in the abuses visited upon the civil population of Missouri 
by the Union military forces. A tragic portion of these abuses 
came from the inability, or in many instances, from the de 
liberate disinclination of the Union commanders to prevent 
outrages by their troops occupying the state. Combined with 
countenanced outrages and the misuse of military authority 
at all levels was the almost startling psychological and social 
ignorance of the top level Union command which regularly 
committed blind acts of policy that uselessly outraged the 
people of the state and abetted insurrection. 

There was a positive tendency for Union officers and 
troops who occupied Missouri in the summer of 1861 to con 
sider all of the people of the state secessionists and rebels. 
The opinion of the St. Louis Republican on July 15, 1861, 
that "since the commencement of these troubles, not a shade 
of doubt of the fidelity of her people to the Union has ever 
existed in the mind of any intelligent man," was definitely 
not shared by people living outside Missouri. Historian 
Wiley Britton, who served as an ardent Union officer 
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throughout the war on the western border, blamed this 
generally erroneous impression on the earlier troubles with 
Kansas. In his words: 

The conduct of the Border Ruffians during the troubles be 
tween the Free-State and Pro-slavery parties in Kansas before the 
war, had given the people of Missouri a bad name throughout 
the North, so that, when the Rebellion came on, there was a 
marked tendency among the officers and soldiers from the free 
states on entering Missouri to treat all classes as secessionists. 13 

Governor Gamble, whose devotion to the Union was never 
doubted, in the spring of 1862 informed the State Conven 
tion that "our State has been visited by a class of troops who 
came with feelings of hostility to our people . . . and who, 
under the guise of supporting the Union, perpetrated enor 
mous outrages." 14 

In addition to the belief that Missourians were all rebels, 
the Union command was adamant in insisting that there 
would be no neutrality in Missouri over the issues of the war. 
This was hard on many Missourians who had come from the 
South and had blood ties there. It meant that no passive posi 
tion was to be permitted, that every view taken by the Union 
command must be heartily supported by the people. General 
Halleck, of course, had a statement concerning this: "Those 
who are not for us will be regarded as against us. ... There 
can be no individual neutrality in the rear in Missouri. Let 
the people where you go distinctly understand this." 15 

The no-neutrality policy of the Union command created 
many enemies when it was later applied to issues such as the 
abolition of slavery. It caused even more trouble when ap 
is Britton, The Civil War on the Border, I, 117. 
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plied to those persons who had served, or who had relatives 
serving, in the cause of the Confederacy. 

The first major outrages perpetrated by Union troops in 
north Missouri took place along the Hannibal and St. Joseph 
Railroad in July, 1861. The military districts of that area 
were under the command of Brigadier General John Pope, 
whose troops were composed of volunteer regiments from 
Kansas, Illinois, and Iowa. Pope was a fascinating military 
false-front. A Kentuckian by birth, he had been graduated 
from West Point in 1842, commissioned in the engineers, 
and had served ably in the war with Mexico. Following his 
service in Mexico he had performed duties as a topographical 
engineer in the west, and when the war broke out, was work 
ing on lighthouses in the east. When he assumed command 
in north Missouri in 1861 he was thirty-nine years old, hand 
some, inclined to corpulence, a fine military figure, but also 
a loud-mouthed braggart, insecure in his own mind as to his 
ability to command any large number of troops. To cover 
this insecurity John Pope was to bluster his way from one 
command to a higher one until, leading the Union Army of 
Virginia, he was finally polished off by Jackson and Lee at 
the second battle of Bull Run in August, 1862. 

Pope s actions in north Missouri in the summer of 1861 
have been described as those of a tyrant or a madman, 10 Hav 
ing routed a small force of State Guardsmen near Monroe 
City in the middle of July, the general then took the peculiar 
view that the disturbances in that neighborhood were purely 
local, and that the people were fighting each other in order 
to satisfy long-standing feelings of personal hostility. In other 
words, the Union people of the area were about as guilty as 
the secessionist element. In essence Pope held all the citizens 
along the Hannibal and St. Joseph and North Missouri rail 
roads. Union and secessionist alike, responsible for the dam- 
is Britton, The Civil War on the Border, I, 145. 
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age created by General Price s guerrillas. On July 21, 1861, 
he notified the district that his investigations indicated that 
the destruction of bridges and culverts on the rail lines made 
it manifest that if the inhabitants of the towns along the 
roads were not responsible for the damages, they had done 
nothing to prevent them. He then notified each town that it 
would be responsible for the security of the track of its en 
virons, and that if further damage^ took place, a levy of 
money or a levy on property would be made to pay for it. 17 
Having established community guilt and responsibility, Gen 
eral Pope considered the matter solved. Railroad sabotage, 
however, continued. Guerrillas destroyed culverts and 
bridges and escaped detection. Troops sent out on patrol 
found only men working quietly in the fields. 

Exasperated by the railroad incendiaries and the resent 
ment his particeps criminis policy aroused, Pope worked up 
a new plan to bring peace to his entire district. He decided 
to withdraw his troops from the rail lines to central camps 
and force the civil population of the district to do their own 
guard and police work. To do this he visited all of the major 
towns and established Committees of Safety which were to 
enforce the law by raising guard units. Both Union men and 
known secessionists were put on these committees, and they 
were held responsible for policing the railroads, local peace, 
and for any damage done by the guerrillas. 18 When the com 
mittee at Palmyra failed miserably to prevent guerrillas from 
shooting into trains near that town, Pope ordered the county 
court to pay the damages done to engines and cars. In addi 
tion, he demanded money with which to ration and quarter 
the troops he was forced to order in to guard the line. When 

17 o, R. f Series i, Vol. Ill, 402, 403-405. Pope felt this solution so sound 
that he sold it to General Halleck who repeated this technique in General 
Order Thirty-two, dated December 22, 1861. See O. R., Series i, Vol. VIII, 

463-64- 

is O. R., Series i, Vol. Ill, 405-405, 
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the county court failed to pay up, the city council o Palmyra 
was ordered to. When it refused, General Pope instructed his 
men to take what they needed from merchants and citizens 
of the town and along the railroad. They did so. 19 

North Missouri was soon in a state near anarchy. Pope s 
Illinois and Kansas troops looted, burned, and generally mis 
treated Missourians as they came across them. The Second 
Kansas and the Sixteen A Illinois infantry regiments especially 
distinguished themselves in knavery. Drunken soldiers ran 
the trains and stole horses and other livestock. They shipped 
these by rail to Illinois for sale. In their trips up and down 
the lines the soldiers shot at men working in the fields. It was 
commonly believed that these drunken, lawless acts were 
known and countenanced at General Pope s headquarters. 20 
Reporting these outrages on July 22, 1862, the St. Louis Re- 
publican acidly remarked that vagabond Union troops en 
tering Missouri were creating secessionists everywhere. 

The railroads at first had been delighted to have the pro 
tection of Pope s soldiery, but, as the summer went on it be 
came obvious to their officials that while the lines might be 
saved, at the rate things were going, there would soon be no 
supporting population able to live along them. On August 
13, writing about the conditions along the Hannibal and St. 
Joe, J. T. K. Hayward, the pro-Uiiion general agent .of the 
line, sent the following remarks to official John W. Brooks, 
who forwarded them to Secretary of War Edwin M. Stanton: 

When there is added to this the irregularities of the soldiery- 
such as taking poultry, pigs, milk, butter, preserves, potatoes, 
horses, and in fact everything they want; entering and searching 
houses, and stealing in many cases; committing rapes on the ne 
groes and such like things the effect has been to make a great 
many Union men inveterate enemies, and if these things continue 

19 O. R., Series i, Vol. Ill, 458-59. 

20 Britton, The Civil War on the Border, 1, 145-46. 



36 GRAY GHOSTS OF THE CONFEDERACY 

much longer our cause is ruined. These things are not exaggerated 
by me, and though they do not characterize all the troops, several 
regiments have conducted in this way, and have also repeatedly 
fired on peaceable citizens sometimes from trains as they passed 
and no punishment, or none of any account has been meted 
out to them. ... If the thing goes on this way much longer, we 
are ruined. I fear we cannot run the road or live in the country 
except under military protection. It is enought to drive a people 
to madness, and it is doing it fast. 21 

Hayward also wrote to General Fremont, protesting the 
atrocities being committed by Pope s troops, and told him 
that, as a result of them, there were far fewer Union men in 
north Missouri than there had been two months previously. 
He bluntly informed Fremont that Pope s tactics might work 
in a foreign enemy country, but in Missouri they were alien 
ating friends and making enemies more bitter. 22 General 
Pope was apparently ordered to correct the collapse of disci 
pline of his troops, for in mid-September he wrote Fremont 
that: 

The drunkenness, incapacity, and shameful neglect of duty of 
many officers of rank in this district have brought matters to a sad 
state in North Missouri. ... I have sent Colonel Blair, Second 
Kansas, and Major Hays and Captain Ralston, Sixteenth Illinois, 
to Saint Louis in arrest. Charges will be transmitted as soon as 
there is a moment s leisure to make them out. 23 

With all north Missouri in clamorous outrage, Command 
ing General Fremont blundered into the act. On August 30, 
1861, he declared martial law over the entire state. In his 
proclamation he ordered the real and personal property of 
all persons in arms against the United States confiscated and 
their slaves freed. Then, establishing an arbitrary battle line 

21 O. R., Series i, Vol. Ill, 457-59. 

22 O. R. f Series i, Vol. HI, 433-35. 
28 O. R., Series i, Vol. Ill, 487-88. 
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from Fort Leavenworth to Cape Girardeau, he stated that all 
persons taken in arms behind that line were to be tried by 
court martial and shot. 24 

Fremont s martial law proclamation raised a violent storm. 
If pro-Union Missourians cared little about what happened 
to the property of men fighting the United States, many were 
violently opposed to any aspect of abolition or the promis 
cuous freeing of slaves. Governor Gamble had assured the 
people on August 3 that "no countenance will be afforded 
to any scheme or to any conduct calculated in any degree to 
interfere with the institution of slavery existing in the 
state." 25 And, if Fremont personally felt safe in his palatial 
St. Louis headquarters, there were many of his troops in the 
field who could see quick retaliation from the Confederacy 
if they started shooting prisoners. President Lincoln recog 
nized this and pointed it out to Fremont, but he had to order 
the always nearly insubordinate general to modify these two 
provisions of his proclamation. 26 

North Missouri was not the only area harassed by out-state 
Union troops during late 1861 and 1862. In the area south of 
the Missouri River and along the Missouri-Kansas line ruth 
less depredations by pro-Union troops reached tragic propor 
tions. With organized pro-Southern forces gone from that 
part of the state, the people found themselves at the mercy 
of three of their most unrelenting old enemies of the earlier 
Kansas troubles: James H. Lane, Charles R. Jennison, and 
James Montgomery. 

Jim Lane, the Grim Chieftain of Kansas as he was called, 
can, even in kindness, be described only as eminently un 
scrupulous. A citizen of Indiana where he had been lieu- 

2* O. R. f Series i, Vol. Ill, 466-67. 

25 Buel Leopard and Floyd C. Shoemaker (eds.), Messages and Proclamations 
of the Governors of the State of Missouri (16 vols. to date, Columbia, Missouri, 
1923-1951), III, 51^-17. 

2 O. R., Series i, Vol. Ill, 469-70, 485-86. 
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tenant governor and congressman, Lane had been a leading 
pro-slavery Democrat. An evil-looking creature with the 
"sad, dim-eyed, bad-toothed face of a harlot," Lane repre 
sented the worst aspects of fanaticism so current during the 
Civil War. 27 He had arrived in Kansas in 1855, very likely 
with the hope of founding and rising with the Democratic 
party there. Viewing the Kansas situation with cynical ob 
jectivity he had become a Republican, a Free Soil party mili 
tary and political leader, and a screaming abolitionist. 
Blessed with fierce magnetism and high qualities of leader 
ship, Lane doublecrossed his way through the Republican 
party in Kansas to become one of the first senators of that 
state. In the summer of 1861 he had returned from Washing 
ton to Kansas and had proceeded, independently of the state 
government, to recruit "Lane s Brigade/ composed of the 
Third and Fourth Kansas Volunteer infantry regiments and 
the Fifth Kansas Cavalry. 28 During Price s raid on Lexington 
in September, 1861, Lane had developed a unique type of 
warfare. Rather than strike at Price, the Grim Chieftain had 
determined to follow in his rear and punish all Missourians 
who had welcomed the State Guard as it marched 
the river. Informing his troops, largely composed of llrmost 
desperate raiders and fighters of the earlier border troubles, 
that "everything disloyal, from a Shanghai rooster to a Dur 
ham cow, must be cleaned out," Lane left Fort Lincoln near 
Fort Scott and leisurely followed Price s army. 29 As soon as 
the Kansans entered Missouri, they determined that not a 
person loyal to the Union lay in their line of march; all 
should be punished. Passing out General Fremont s martial 
law-emancipation proclamation in its original form, the 

27 Margaret Leech, Reveille in Washington, 1860-1865 (Garden City, New 
York, 1945), 59; Monaghan, Civil War on the Western Border, 24. 

28 William E. Connelley, A Standard History of Kansas and Kansans (5 vols., 
Chicago, New York, 1918), II, 876-77, 886. Hereinafter cited Connelley, Kansas. 

2 Monaghan, Civil War on the Western Border, 195. 
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column turned into nothing but a looting expedition. Any 
thing that could be carried comfortably was taken: horses, 
cows, furniture, fowl, clothing, jewelry, and slaves. No fam 
ily was spared, the homes of men serving with Union forces 
being robbed with all others. On September 22, 1861, Lane s 
thieves reached Osceola, the county seat of St. Glair County, 
a little town of some two thousand people, where Price had 
from time to time had his headquarters. 

As Osceola the Kansas Brigade established its outlaw repu 
tation on the border. When military supplies and munitions 
were found in warehouses, they furnished Lane with the ex 
cuse to destroy the town. Teams and wagons were first 
stolen and then loaded with the movable goods of the com 
munity. Nine citizens were courtmartialed and shot, and 
then all but three buildings in the town were set on fire, 
including the courthouse which burned to the ground with 
all the county records. The Kansans left Osceola with 300 of 
their force drunk in wagons, 350 horses and mules, and 200 
Negroes. A million dollars worth of property had been 
stolen or destroyed, and Osceola, one of the largest towns 
in western Missouri, had ceased to exist. The Grim Chief 
tain" led his force as rapidly as he could toward the Kansas 
line and Lawrence, where the loot was divided, burning 
houses as he went. His raid was condemned in the strongest 
terms by Governor Charles Robinson of Kansas, and by 
Major W. E. Prince, who commanded Federal troops at Fort 
Leavenworth. 80 

The Fourth Kansas Regiment of Lane s Brigade was led by 
Colonel William Weer, the Third by Colonel James Mont 
gomery, the notorious border raider of the 1850 $. Along 
with Lane, Jim Montgomery was to become one of the most 

so Ibid., 195-96; Britton, The Civil War on the Border, I, 148; O. JR., Scries 
i, Vol. Ill, 469, 482; Wendell H. Stephenson, The Political Career of General 
James H, Lane (Topeka, 1930), 110-17. 
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hated men in the border. Born in Ohio in 1814, he had 
taught school in Kentucky, and in 1852 moved with his fam 
ily to Pike County, Missouri. Tall, black bearded, beady 
eyed, Montgomery was a rabid abolitionist and a sometime 
Campbellite preacher. He soon found that he could not 
stand the slaveholding society of Missouri, and in 1853 
moved to Jackson and then Bates County to await the open 
ing of the Kansas Territory which he was determined should 
be free. In 1854 he purchased a claim near Mound City, 
Kansas, and in a short time was leader of the free-state men 
in that vicinity. In 1857 he formed a "Self Protective Com 
pany" and raided in Kansas and Missouri until forced to dis 
band by Federal troops. Jim Montgomery was a fanatic; he 
saw himself to be the hand of the Lord in striking down slav 
ery and all those who supported it. 81 

Dr. Charles R. Jennison was one of Jim Montgomery s 
closest friends. Born in New York, Jennison was reared in 
Wisconsin where he studied and practiced medicine for a 
time. In 1857 he moved to Mound City where he found him 
self in sympathy with John Brown and Montgomery. He, too, 
formed a vigilante committee and gained free-soil notoriety 
in 1860 by hanging two Missourians he caught trying to re 
cover slaves in order to obtain rewards offered for them in 
Missouri. Dapper and intelligent, his bearing was ostenta 
tious and vain. An abolitionist, "Doc" Jennison was more 
venal than Montgomery and had a reputation along the 
border as a peerless horse thief. For many years the pedigree 
of good horses of doubtful title in Iowa and Illinois was de 
scribed as "out of Missouri by Jennison," a sour joke for 
Missourians. In February, 1861, Jennison was made captain 
of the Mound City guards, and in the spring took his com 
mand on occupation duties into Missouri. In September he 
was commissioned a lieutenant colonel, and his gang was 

si Connelley, Kansas, II, 693-94; III, 1274-75. 
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named the Seventh Kansas Volunteer Cavalry, commonly 
called Jennison s "Jayhawkers." 32 

Lane, Montgomery, and Jennison. A fantastic set of zeal 
ots and scoundrels. These were the men who would occupy 
Missouri and represent the Union military forces along the 
Kansas border during the summer and fall of 1861 and 1862. 
These were the men who would start the guerrilla war on the 
western border. 

82 Connelley, Kansas, III, 1274-75. 
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Occupation of Missouri 



JIM LANE, Jim Montgomery, and Doc Jennison hated 
Missourians because of the border war of 1857. When 
ever they came into Missouri, or were ordered into Mis 
souri, they came primarily for revenge and loot. For the most 
part, they seemed incapable of seeing that thousands of Mis 
sourians were loyal to the Union, in her armies, and entitled 
to her protection. Taking advantage of the defenseless border 
in the summer and fall of 1861, these armed Kansas gangs 
swarmed through western and central Missouri. Cloaked 
with the authority of the Union army, and dressed in blue 
uniforms as rapidly as they could obtain them, these men 
created chaos and hatred that existed for years. 

If any of these units could be described as the worst, it was 

42 
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Jennison s "Jayhawkers." Wherever they went, and they 
were at first completely unopposed, there was a field day of 
riotous revenge, murder, looting, and arson. Most of the 
troopers of the Seventh Kansas Cavalry were simply thieves, 
a fact admitted by the highest United States army officers on 
the border in 1861 and 1862. 

The Jayhawkers first made their appearance in Missouri 
around Kansas City in June, 1861. At that time, having only 
the status of a home guard unit, they were ordered out of 
the state by Captain W. E. Prince, who commanded the 
United States troops in that area. In July Jennison s men 
were employed as advance guard by Major Robert T\ Van 
Horn on an expedition against Harrisonville, Cass County, 
where pro-Southern forces were supposedly gathering. The 
Jayhawkers advanced so rapidly on Harrisonville, which 
held not an enemy soldier, that they had most of the stores 
broken into and robbed before Van Horn s main body ar 
rived. Included in their loot were all of the papers of the 
Cass County sheriff and a considerable amount of county 
money. Large quantities of merchandise were packed into 
stolen wagons and dispatched to Kansas. Colonel Henry 
Younger, a wealthy Jackson County stock raiser and farmer, 
lost four thousand dollars in carriages and wagons and forty 
saddle horses from a livery stable he operated in the town. 
Henry Younger, the father of Coleman and James Younger, 
who would shortly be heard from along the border, was a 
staunch pro-Union man completely opposed to secession, 1 

According to George Caleb Bingham, famous Missouri 
artist, and unconditional Union man, the Harrisonville raid 
was only an appetizer for Jennison. Bingham, who at the 

i James S. Rollins Manuscript Collection, State Historical Society of Mis 
souri, Columbia. Letter from George C. Bingham to Rollins, dated February 
12, 1862. Hereinafter cited Rollins Papers. See also John N. Edwards, Noted 
Guerrillas, or the Warfare on the Border (St. Louis, 1877), 136-38. Hereinafter 
cited Noted Guerrillas. 
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time was a captain in Van Horn s command and later was 
state treasurer of the provisional government, was outraged 
when Jennison was made a lieutenant colonel and authorized 
to recruit the Seventh Cavalry. Writing in protest to Mis 
souri s congressmen, James S. Rollins and William A. Hall, 
the fiery painter said: 

Up to the period of these transactions at Harrisonville, the 
brigand leader had heen murdering and stealing "upon his own 
hook," having been repelled whenever he attempted to find 
shelter for his crimes under color of governmental authority. . . . 
But we next contemplate him as having undergone a complete 
transition from the condition of an outlaw, abhorred and avoided 
by honorable minds, to that of an officer in the United States 
Army, empowered to raise a regiment of cavalry, with a view, as 
it seemed, to test, upon a more extensive scale, the efficacy of in 
discriminate pillage and rapine in crushing out rebellion. 2 

For a time in the late summer of 1861 Lane s Brigade and 
Jennison s men had stayed in Kansas where they belonged, 
but they presented a continuous threat. Governor Robinson 
of Kansas, entirely unable to control them, wrote General 
Fremont of his fears in September. 

It is true small parties of secessionists are to be found in Missouri, 
but we have good reason to know that they do not intend to 
molest Kansas in force until Jackson shall be reinstated as gover 
nor of Missouri. . . . But what we do have to fear, and do fear, is 
that Lane s brigade will get up a war by going over the line, com 
mitting depredations, and then returning into our State. This 
course will force the secessionists to put down any force we may 
have for their own protection, and in this they will be joined by 
nearly all the Union men of Missouri. 3 

In November, 1861, Jennison was ordered to march his 
regiment from Leavenworth into Jackson County, Missouri, 

* Rollins Papers. This letter was written from Jefferson City on February i, 
1862. 
s O. R. f Series i, Vol. Ill, 468-69. 
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following a guerrilla attack on a government train proceed 
ing from Kansas City to Sedalia. This was what the Jayhawk- 
ers had been waiting for, and to pave their way, Doc Jenni- 
son whipped up a proclamation for the people of western 
Missouri: 

I have come among you with my command, under the authority 
of the General Government, for the purpose of protecting the 
Supply Trains and all other property of the United States Gov 
ernment. 

For four months our armies have marched through your coun 
try; your professed friendship has been a fraud; your oaths of 
allegiance have been shams and perjuries. You fed the rebel army, 
you act as spies while claiming to be true to the Union. 

But neutrality is ended. If you are patriots you must fight; if 
you are traitors you will be punished. The time for fighting has 
come. Every man who feeds, harbors, protects, or in any way 
gives aid and comfort to the enemies of the Union will be held 
responsible for his treason with his life and property. 4 

When this proclamation was printed in the Liberty Trib 
une on November 22, 1861, the editor commented rather 
gingerly that the border counties were quiet and no trouble 
had been anticipated from secessionists. George Bingham 
pointed out, "As but a limited number, comparatively, of 
any community are in a condition for service as soldiers, it is 
to be seen that he thus carefully left much the largest por 
tion, even of our loyal citizens, as subjects upon which to 
indulge in his favorite pastime of murder, robbery and 
arson/ 5 The proclamation must have sent a feeling of 
despair through thousands of Missourians who had at one 
time supported the Jackson administration or served in the 
State Guard, but had returned to take oaths of allegiance to 
the Union and posted heavy bonds for their loyalty. 

When Jennison marched his Seventh Kansas Cavalry 

Liberty Tribune, November 22, 1861. 

ft Rollins Papers, letter to J. S. Rollins and W. A. Hall, February 12, 1862. 
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through Kansas City toward Independence, that pro-Union 
town treated the Jayhawkers as though they were a funeral 
procession. The most shocking aspect of Jennison s retinue to 
the people of Kansas City was an entire company of Negroes, 
armed, mounted, and uniformed as soldiers of the Union. 
They were led by a slave who had been enticed away from 
a master who was widely known for unwavering loyalty to 
the Union. 6 The sight of uniformed Negroes was a blow to 
Missourians. Here was a perfect example of what Southern 
radicals for years had maintained would happen if slaves were 
given any liberty. The fear of an armed slave insurrection 
was real and always present in slaveholding communities. 
The Jayhawkers moved on toward Independence, burning 
a mill and five or six dwellings on the way. Surrounding the 
town, the county seat of Jackson County, Jennison s men 
converged, forcing all male inhabitants of the village at 
bayonet and saber point into the courthouse square. A resi 
dent of the town was then selected to separate secessionist 
from Union citizens. This impromptu judge must have been 
afflicted with badly crossed eyes, as George Bingham, de 
scribing the event, stated, "notwithstanding a very remark 
able obliqueness of vision by which he was distinguished, no 
gross injustice was done in the performance of the delicate 
task which had been imposed upon him." Those men who 
were determined to have, or to have had, secessionist pro 
clivities were then forced to take an oath to support the 
Union. While the male population of Independence was 
gathered at the courthouse square, the rest of the "Self Sus 
taining Regiment," as it was locally known, robbed the pri 
vate homes of the place. Watches, jewelry, shawls, scarfs, 
comforts, blankets, and counterpanes were packed up and 
caarrled off. Kansas winters were cold. 7 

*RoHi3Eis Psqpers, letter from Bingjiam to Rollins and HaU, February 12 
1863. 
* Romas Papers, letter to RoHins and HaU, dated February 12, 1862. 
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The Seventh Kansas Cavalry stayed in Jackson County 
throughout December, 1861. During that time they stole 
wagonloads of dry goods, groceries, and drugs, and every 
horse, mule, and conveyance they could lay hands on. Farm 
ers were held up in daylight and their purses taken, men 
were beaten, and where resistance was met, homes were 
burned even those of men in the Union service. The Jay- 
hawkers did not shy at cold-blooded murder. While at Inde 
pendence they killed at least two men, one for refusing to 
give them liquor, the other for trying to save his mules by 
swimming them across the Missouri River. On their march 
back to Kansas City they arrested and then shot Joseph Wil 
liams, a former citizen of Clay County, whom the Liberty 
Tribune on November 22, 1861, stated was "a quiet useful 
citizen, honestly favoring (merely in sentiment) the South." 

The outrages committed by Lane s Brigade and Jennison s 
Jayhawkers filtered back to Halleck at his St. Louis head 
quarters. "Old Brains" reacted typically, and began corre 
sponding with almost everyone who might be concerned 
with the situation. In December, 1861, he wrote General 
McClellan: 

The conduct of the forces under Lane and Jennison has done 
more for the enemy in this State than could have been accom 
plished by 20,000 of his own army. I receive almost daily com 
plaints of outrages committed by these men in the name of the 
United States, and the evidence is so conclusive as to leave no 
doubt of their correctness. It is rumored that Lane has been made 
a brigadier-general. I cannot conceive of a more injudicious ap 
pointment. It will take 20,000 men to counteract its effect in this 
State, and, moreover, is offering a premium for rascality and rob 
bing generally. 8 

On January 18, 1862, Halleck informed Lorenzo Thomas, 
Adjutant General of the United States Army, that he had 

a O. R., Series i, Vol. VIII, 448-49. 
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ordered General Pope to drive Lane s Brigade and Jennison s 
men, who were then stationed in Jackson and Lafayette 
counties, out of Missouri. He bluntly stated, 

I have directed General Pope to drive them out, or, if they resist, 
to disarm than and hold them prisoners. They are no better than 
a band of robbers; they cross the line, rob, steal, plunder, and 
burn whatever they can lay their hands upon. They disgrace the 
name and uniform of American soldiers and are driving good 
Union men into the ranks of the secession army. Their conduct 
within the last six months has caused a change of 20,000 votes in 
this State. If the Government countenances such acts by screening 
the perpetrators from justice and by rewarding with office their 
leaders and abettors it may resign all hopes of a pacification of 
Missouri. 9 

By the dawn of 1862 the Kansans were under attack by 
almost every Union man of influence in Missouri. The day 
before Christmas, 1861, Governor Gamble had written Gen 
eral Halleck, calling attention to the ravishment of the west 
ern border of Missouri, and begging for stronger discipline 
over the Kansans. 10 Through the efforts of United States 
Representative James S. Rollins, the situation was brought 
to the attention of Secretary of War Stanton, and Assistant 
Inspector Major A. Baird of the United States army was or 
dered out to the border to report on conditions. On February 
11, 1862, General McClellan wrote Secretary Stanton that 
Baird s report indicated that Lane s Brigade and Jennison s 
Jayhawkers would not obey orders to desist from stealing 
property and committing outrages in Missouri. Baird rec 
ommended that the Kansas troops be removed to another 
theatre of the war. 11 The situation was ticklish at Washing 
ton, however, as Jim Lane was a powerful Republican sena- 

* O. R. f Series i, Vol. VIII, 507. 

10 See Gamble Papers. 

11 0. R. f Series i. Vol. VIII, 552. 
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tor, and it was late in the spring of 1863 before Jennison was 
arrested and relieved of his command and Montgomery was 
transferred to the East and put in charge of Negro volun 
teers. Jennison became a Radical Republican hero and pet 
and was reinstated to command on the border in 1863. 
Worse, the personnel of Lane s Brigade and Jennison s regi 
ment remained on duty in Missouri and along the Kansas 
line throughout most of the war. Their new commanders 
were not much more interested in discipline than the old 
ones had been. 12 

General Halleck was promoted out of command of the 
Department of Missouri on March 11, 1862. He realized at 
last the tragedy which had taken place in Missouri. In a 
letter to General McClellan, in which he attempted to place 
the blame for the terrible situation in his command on the 
authorities in Washington, he whined: 

I am satisfied that the authorities in Washington do not under 
stand the present condition of affairs in Missouri. The conduct 
of our troops during Fremont s campaign, and especially the 
course pursued by those under Lane and Jennison, has turned 
against us many thousands who were formerly Union men. 18 

Other men in Missouri could see a little more plainly than 
Halleck what had really happened along the western border. 
On January 22, 1862, George Bingham informed Represen 
tative Rollins that Jennison should be executed, for "if he 
were hung Price would lose thereby the best recruiting offi 
cer he has ever had.** Union Brigadier General Richard C. 
Vaughan, who commanded various subdistricts in central 
Missouri, wrote United States Attorney General Edward 
Bates describing conditions: 

12 Connelley, Kansas, II, 886-87, III, 1232, 1274-75; Liberty Tribune, April 
25, 1862; The Daily Kansas City Western Journal of Commerce, April 20, 1862. 
Hereinafter cited K. C. Journal. 

is O. R., Series i, Vol. VIII, 818-19. 
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It is a fact well known to me that hundreds of people of Jack 
son and Cass Counties are true and loyal men; they have already 
been jobbed of their property, insulted and in many cases mur 
dered by these troops from Kansas. The policy has caused hun 
dreds of good men to leave their homes and fly to the bushes for 
protection, while others have actually joined the guerrillas as a 
measure of safety, believing they would be less liable to danger 
there than at their homes. Others, I regret to say who were in the 
beginning disloyal, have, under the various proclamations of the 
President and the Governor, returned to their homes, and, after 
doing so, have been ruthlessly shot and hung by the soldiery. 14 

The population which was to create and support guerrilla 
warfare against the Union had grown larger and larger dur 
ing the summer and winter of 1861-1862 because of the out 
rages perpetrated against the people of Missouri by occupy 
ing Union forces. 

Brigadier General John M. Schofield took over the De 
partment of Missouri from Halleck. Only thirty-one, John 
Schofield had made a brilliant record at West Point, and was 
on leave of absence from the army, teaching at Washington 
University at St. Louis when the war broke out. Serving first 
as Lyon s adjutant, and later as the commanding general of 
Governor Gamble s new Missouri State Militia, Schofield in 
herited an explosive situation. A plump young man with very 
thin full whiskers and a pious look, Schofield was competent, 
fair, and knew the temper of Missourians and Kansans. 

Schofield was fearful of open fighting between Kansas and 
Missouri Union forces. He believed that the key to restoring 
peaceful conditions along the border, and especially in Mis 
souri, lay in removing all out-state troops and keeping them 
out. To police the department Schofield bent all of his ener 
gies toward building up the Missouri State Militia, and by 
April, 1862, had recruited nearly fourteen thousand men 

i* O. R., Series i, Vol. XXII, Part 2, pp. 484-85. 
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into that force. He then revised the old military districts of 
Missouri to expedite his command function and to define 
more clearly the areas of authority and control of his sub 
ordinates. 

Unfortunately, General Schofield s Union state militia, in 
many instances, proved as insubordinate and lawless as the 
troops from Kansas, Illinois, and Iowa. Most of the depreda 
tions of the Missouri militia units came from the fact that 
they were raised locally, and normally performed duty in 
their own neighborhoods. If out-state troops did not know, 
or misjudged, the sympathies of the people in the areas in 
which they served, the militia did intimately. It knew the 
relationships, history, and the political and economic back 
ground of most of the people in the districts in which it 
served. As the guerrilla war increased in fury and bitterness 
between 1862 and 1865, the militia became ruthless in root 
ing out suspected disloyalty to the Union. The militia also 
served as an excellent vehicle for local factions to settle old 
grudges which in many cases had little to do with the issues 
of the war. Most of the officers and men were not trained or 
experienced, and although they became fighting units in 
time, many of their mistakes were based on ignorance and 
the fact that they did not have the supervision of soldierly 
superiors. Many Missouri militia units were guilty of vicious 
outrages, and were to burn, loot, and murder throughout the 
war. 

The lawless acts of the militia in 1861 and 1862 were ag 
gravated and often caused by the fact that Missouri had not 
sufficient arms, uniforms, and subsistence to provide the 
men. As a consequence, the militia was frequently ordered 
to live off the country while on active duty. Provisions, horses, 
guns, and forage were obtained from "disloyal" people or by 
establishing levies. 15 Naturally the local militia group de- 
is O. R. f Series i, Vol. XIII, 13, 550-51, Series i, Vol. VIII, 343. 
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termined who was loyal and who was not; injustice, hardship, 
and unnecessary brutality became commonplace. 

So the spring of 1862 arrived with all of the northern and 
western parts of Missouri ready to burst into flaming irregu 
lar warfare a warfare that would burn up and down the 
entire border. Military bungling and ineptitude, the re 
vengeful acts of Union forces, and plain criminality had 
turned an area with good prospects for peace into a powder 
keg. Although not a single regular Confederate soldier stood 
on Missouri soil, a vast population disloyal to the Union had 
either been created or augmented. The time was ripe for 
insurrection and guerrilla activity. Adult pro-Southern men 
unable to join the Confederate armies in Arkansas, men who 
desired to remain neutral in the war, very young boys not 
considered of real military age, men who had served the 
Southern cause and been paroled, and those who had suf 
fered wrongs at the hands of the Union military were to 
swarm into the brush as guerrillas in the winter of 1861 and 
the spring of 1862. Joined by unstable and lawless border 
elements, they were to become formidable enemies. Behind 
them and around them was a large sympathetic population of 
relatives and friends who would eagerly and secretly main 
tain and support them. 
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William Quantrill s Guerrillas 



THE irregular Confederate military groups of the west 
ern border arose from two circumstances. Certain of 
them were deliberately organized and placed in op 
eration by the Confederate commanders of the Trans-Mis 
sissippi, while others came into existence spontaneously in 
response to local conditions. 

Of the latter type, the most notorious was the band of 
guerrillas raised and led by an enigmatic young man named 
William Clarke QuantrilL Quantrill literally wrote his name 
in blood across the western border between 1861 and 1863, 
and from his parent organization came those companies of 
desperate young boys captained by Bill Anderson, George 
Todd, William Gregg, and David Pool. 

Quantrill was one of the most romantic and controversial 
figures of the Civil War in the west. Even today his name is 
far better known to the people of the midwest, especially 
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Missourians and Kansans, than the names of the Northern 
and Southern generals who led armies up and down the 
border. The official records of the Civil War contain hun 
dreds of accounts concerning his activities or mentioning his 
name, yet this man, little more than a boy, seldom led over 
two hundred men. A mysterious figure, he had a brief, 
bloody, and tragic career. Quite evidently a courageous nat 
ural leader, he was loved by his men and by thousands of 
other Missourians, who never knew really who he was or 
where he came from. To those people who supported and 
fought for the Union he was a vicious reptile which had risen 
on the scene. In a cold military sense he was the equivalent 
of a small army to the western Confederacy. 

William C. Quantrill, the oldest of twelve children of 
Thomas Henry and Caroline Clarke Quantrill, was born at 
Canal Dover, Ohio, on July 31, 1837. He lived only twenty- 
seven years, dying of wounds in a hospital at Louisville, Ken 
tucky, on June 6, 1865. Quantrill was not a Southerner and 
never lived in the South. There is no substantial evidence to 
indicate that his people were anything but decent, above- 
average Ohioans. His father was a high school teacher, and 
there is abundant proof that Quantrill had received a much 
better education than the average young man on the Mis 
souri-Kansas border. At sixteen he had become a teacher, and 
had taught for two years at schools in and near Canal Dover, 
at Mendota, Illinois, and Fort Wayne, Indiana. In 1857 at 
the age of nineteen he moved out to Miami County in east 
ern Kansas upon the urging of family friends. 1 

Quantrill arrived in Kansas Territory during its wildest 
period, and was soon swept up by violent currents. By all 
accounts Bill Quantrill was a handsome and extremely per 
sonable boy, with the typical vanity, temper, and weakness 

i William E. Connelley, Quantrill and the Border Wars (Cedar Rapids, Iowa, 
1910), 25-29, 35, 42, 49-50, 58, 471-83. Hereinafter cited Connelley, Quantrill, 
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of a young man cast loose in an unstable society. A slight but 
compactly formed boy, about five feet nine inches tall, Quan- 
trill had fair reddish hair, was quiet spoken, sober, and had 
neither a fierce nor vicious outward appearance. His eyes 
were his only unusual feature. Cold, pale, blue, they stared 
flatly from beneath heavy upper lids that gave his face an 
almost Mongol appearance. 2 But if Quantrill looked hand 
some only in a commonplace way, ferocious and dangerous 
qualities underlay his personality. Bold and physically 
courageous, he was also a sham and almost completely 
amoral. 

Upon arriving in Kansas, Quantrill seems to have found 
the onerous duties of frontier farming not in agreement with 
his education or bask personality. In the fall of 1858 he 
joined an emigrant party and travelled out to Salt Lake City. 
On this trip it may be imagined that he carried and became 
proficient in the use of the frontier Bowie knife, Sharps rifle, 
and Colt revolving pistol. In mid-summer 1859 he returned 
to Lawrence and then kept a rural school near the free-soil 
community of Osawatomie, Kansas, until the spring of 1860. 
During this period he wrote his mother regularly. His letters, 
which were preserved, show fine penmanship, a sound com 
mand of grammar, and real literary ability at descriptive 
writing. 8 In March, 1860, his school closed, and for the re 
mainder of the year he seems to have roamed the border in 
the company of Indians and free-soil toughs who made a 
living by gambling and theft. Some of his associates were 
young Lawrence abolitionists. 

In the winter of 1860 Quantrill was suspected, and later 

2 Unpublished manuscript written by William H. Gregg, State Historical 
Society of Missouri, Columbia, Missouri, p. 2. This handwritten manuscript 
was written from memory by Gregg about 1900. He served as QuantrilTs 
lieutenant from 1861 to 1864. After the war Gregg was a prominent farmer 
and deputy sheriff of Jackson County, Missouri. 

* Connelley, Quantrill, 75. 
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placed under charges (which were dismissed), of stealing a 
horse in Lykins County, Kansas. 4 In December, fearing the 
law, he determined to leave Kansas, and the method he took 
indicated a part of his true character. During the first week 
of December, 1860, he joined five young Quaker abolitionists 
from Lawrence on a slave-stealing freedom raid" into Jack 
son County, Missouri. Charles Ball, John Dean, Chalkey T. 
Lipsey, Albert Southwick, and Edwin Morrison composed 
the party. Armed with pistols and knives, these men plotted 
a raid on the farm of Morgan Walker, a wealthy planter. 
They hoped to carry Walker s twenty-six slaves back to 
liberty, in Kansas. Bringing a wagon in which some of the 
Negroes were to be transported, this party crossed the state 
line, and on December 10, 1860, arrived in the Blue Springs 
neighborhood. Quantrill, ostensibly out to reconnoiter the 
area, traitorously rode to the Walker farm and informed 
Andrew Walker, the son of Morgan, of the raid. Andy 
Walker called in four young farm neighbors, John Tatum, 
Lee Roger, D. C. Williams, and one other, and with Quan- 
triU s help arranged an ambush for the Kansans. At dusk on 
December 10 this self-appointed anti-slave-thief association, 
believing they were dealing with Montgomery, armed them 
selves with buckshot-loaded guns and hid in the loom room 
on the porch of the Walker home. 

When it was quite dark Quantrill led his unsuspecting 
Kansas friends to the Walker home to demand the slaves. By 
prearrangement he was admitted, and when he was out of the 
line of fire, Andy Walker and his friends shot into the five 
men left on the porch and in the yard. Morrison fell dead. 
Lipsey and Dean were wounded, Lipsey seriously. Dean and 
Southwick fled to their horses and finally got back to Law 
rence. Charles Ball returned under fire and carried Lipsey 
to a nearby patch of woods where the two men were hunted 

*Connelleyv Quantrill, 103-39, 1 9 1 ~95- 
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down and killed by Walker, Quantrill, and other men o the 
neighborhood a day or two later. 

The bloody fight at the Walker farm was reported in the 
Kansas City newspapers with approval. The young Quakers 
were mentioned as being part of Montgomery s gang. Quan- 
trill was referred to as a stranger who had learned of the raid 
and had given timely warning. 5 

Bill Quantrill became a hero to the slaveholding citizens 
of Jackson County and was widely received. An ingenious 
young man, he manufactured a tale to remove the onus of 
informer and turncoat from himself. He told his new Mis 
souri friends that he was a native of Maryland who had come 
to Kansas to join a brother on a trip to Pike s Peak. Enroute 
they had been attacked by Montgomery s raiders; his brother 
had been killed, and he had been wounded. After recovering 
from his wounds he had joined Montgomery s Jayhawkers 
under an assumed name to seek revenge. This story was re 
peated up and down the border, and most of Quantrill s men 
always believed it to be true. 6 

Quantrill remained in Jackson County during the winter 
of 1860-1861, making furtive visits to Kansas where the legal 
and moral climate had become most unhealthy for him. As a 
result of the Walker raid a minuteman organization was 
created in Jackson County to police every township, and it is 
likely that Quantrill served on these patrols with other 
young men of the neighborhood. In the spring of 1861 he is 
reported to have wandered down into the Cherokee Nation 
where he became a friend of Joel Mayes, a war chief of the 
Cherokees, and to have fought with them under General Me- 
Culloch at the battle of Wilson s Creek. He is also said to 
have taken part in the battle of Lexington in September, 

8 Kansas City Enquirer and Star, December 15, 1860; Kansas City, Missouri, 
weekly Western Journal of Commerce, December 30, 1860, Hereinafter cited 
K. C. Journal. 

. C. Journal, December 13, 1860; Gregg Ms., 2-4, 
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1861, apparently deserting Price s army at Osceola on its 
retreat south. By November, 1861, with other young men, he 
had returned to Jackson County, tired of or disgusted with 
organized military service. 

In mid-December Quantrill joined Andy Walker and 
eleven other young farmers of the Blue Springs neighbor 
hood in the pursuit of a squad of Jennison s Jayhawkers who 
were out looting. Walker and his men surrounded and cap 
tured the Kansans at the house of Strawder Stone, where one 
of them had just struck Mrs, Stone with a pistol for protest 
ing their robbery. To the Missourians to most men of the 
West this was a final outrage. During the entire Civil War 
on the border there were few reported incidents of physical 
violence toward women. Both guerrillas and Union soldiers 
rigidly maintained the frontier code of respect for white 
females. Bill Quantrill drew his pistol and killed the man 
who had struck Mrs. Stone. Two other Kansans were 
fatally wounded. 7 

Quantrill s skill and cold-blooded willingness to use his 
pistols, and, it may be presumed, his intelligence and educa 
tion, soon caused him to become the ruling spirit of a few 
young Jackson County farmers who were being driven into 
armed resistance by the outrages committed by the Kansans 
under Lane, Montgomery, and Jennison. By Christmas, 1861, 
he had gathered about him ten men who were to become the 
first full-duty members of his pro-Confederate guerrilla or 
ganization. These were William Haller, George Todd, 
Joseph Gilcrist, Perry Hoy, John Little, James Little, Joseph 
Vaughan, William H. Gregg, James A. Hendricks, and John 
W. Roger. Only half of these boys were to survive the ter 
rible guerrilla war which would soon explode on the border. 
Throughout January and February, 1862, Quantrill and his 
men rode about Jackson County, recovering cattle and horses 

i ConneUey, Quantrill , 200-201. 
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stolen by Jennison s and Montgomery s Kansans. When the 
opportunity was favorable they ambushed and attacked the 
Jayhawk patrols. In turn, they were driven into the brush 
and pursued by all Union troops stationed in the area. As 
the depredations of the Kansans increased in viciousness and 
scope, so did the number of recruits coming in to join the 
guerrillas. William Quantrill, traitor, informer, and turn 
coat, was becoming the symbol of Southern resistance to 
Union-Kansas invasion on the border. Where else could men 
who desired to strike a blow against the enemy go? 

The first skirmish with QuantriU s guerrillas mentioned in 
official Union records took place near Blue Springs in Jack 
son County on February i and 2, 1862- It is evident, how 
ever, from the letter written by Captain W. S. Oliver, Sev 
enth Missouri Infantry, to General John Pope at Otterville, 
that QuantriU s men had been causing trouble for a long 
enough period to have become notorious. Oliver s report 
stated: 

GENERAL: I have just returned from an expedition which I was 
compelled to undertake in search of the notorious Quantrill and 
his gang of robbers in the vicinity of Blue Springs. Without 
mounted men at my disposal, despite numerous applications to 
various points, I have seen this infamous scoundrel rob mails, 
steal the coaches and horses, and commit other similar outrages 
upon society even within sight of this city. Mounted on the best 
horses of the country, he has defied pursuit, making his camp in 

the bottoms of the and Blue, and roving over 

a circuit of 50 miles. I mounted a company of my command and 
went to Blue Springs. The first night there myself, with 5 men, 
were ambushed by him and fired upon. We killed 2 of his men 
(of which he had 18 or 20) and wounded a third. The next day 
we killed 4 more of the worst of the gang, and before we left 
succeeded in dispersing them. I obtained 6 or 7 wagon loads af 
pork and a quantity of tobacco, hidden and preserved for thfe 
use of the Southern Army, and recovered also the valuable stage- 
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coach, with 2 of their horses. I was absent a week, and can say 
that no men were ever more earnest or subject to greater priva 
tions and hardships than both the mounted men and the infantry 
I employed on this expedition. 

Quantrill will not leave this section unless he is chastised and 
driven from it. I hear of him to-night 15 miles from here, with 
new recruits, committing outrages on Union men, a large body 
of whom have come in to-night, driven out by him. Families of 
Union men are coming into the city to-night asking of me escorts 
to bring in their goods and chattels, which I duly furnished. 8 

Captain Oliver succinctly analyzed the tactics of Quan- 
trill s early guerrilla organization. The maneuvers which he 
observed were to become standard against Union forces on 
the western border. Knowing the country intimately, oper 
ating in numerous small bands, able to group and disperse 
quickly, the guerrillas could ambush greatly superior forces. 
Mounted on the best horses in the country, which they took 
from Union men or which were given them by Southern 
friends rather than have them go to Union cavalry, fed, pro 
tected, and kept informed by a large sympathetic population, 
they were able to tie down large forces of the enemy. A dirty, 
tricky total warfare was emerging on the border, a type of 
combat in which no quarter was asked or given, and in which 
every person was forced to take some side. 

Quantrill s band increased in size at a steady rate in the 
early spring of 1862. The original members of the group, 
with the exception of George Todd who was a bridge mason, 
were farm boys, most of them in their teens. They came from 
some of the best rural families of western Missouri, the ma 
jority of them driven to insurrection by the treatment their 
people had received from the Union troops that occupied the 
area. Here was a type of service that attracted reckless youths 
and gave them a chance to play a deadly game over the roll- 
a O. R., Series i, Vol. VIE, 57. 
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ing hill land and heavily wooded streams of Jackson County. 
Here was the opportunity to strike at a hated enemy by In 
dian stealth and ambush, to serve with friends and neighbors 
in a fighting unit without formal restrictive military disci 
pline. Here was a service that eliminated all but the wildest 
rider, the best pistol shot, the boy with the least regard for 
personal safety. 

Many young men rode with Quantrill for sheer excite 
ment, others sought merciless revenge. Into the guerrilla 
camp in 1862 came Coleman Younger, eighteen years old. 
Cole had special reason to hate Union soldiers. In the fall of 
1861 he had seen his father s liquid fortune stolen at Har- 
risonville and carried off to Kansas. He had not been with 
Quantrill long before his father, old Henry Younger, was 
brutally murdered by a Union officer. Colonel Younger, after 
attending a cattle sale at Independence, was followed from 
town by a squad of the Fifth Missouri Militia Cavalry under 
the command of a Captain Walley, shot dead, and robbed. 
General Ben Loan, who commanded the Central District of 
Missouri at the time, had Walley arrested, and ordered his 
court-martial at Independence. The court was not held be 
cause "Bud" Younger, as Cole was nicknamed, and others of 
Quantrill s men ambushed and killed the witnesses while 
they were on the way to the trial. Before the year was out 
Cole saw his home burned and his mother and her family 
turned out into the winter by Union soldiers. In 1864 his 
sixteen-year-old brother Jim joined him in the brush. 9 

Another boy recruit seeking revenge was Riley Crawford. 
Jeptha Crawford, Riley s father, was taken from his home 
near Blue Springs and shot by the Jayhawkers. After Craw 
ford was killed Mrs. Crawford brought Riley to Quantrill s 
camp and asked Quantrill to make a soldier of the fourteen- 

O. R., Series i, Vol. XXU, Part a, p. 80; Coleman Younger, The Story of 
Cole Younger by Himself (Chicago, 1903), 9-31. 
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year-old child. Little Riley Crawford was to kill every Union 
soldier who fell into his hands until he was shot dead at the 
age of sixteen in Cooper County in i864. 10 

Many of Quantrill s men had served in the State Guard 
and now found they could not remain at peace. Automati 
cally suspect, they and their families received the most brutal 
treatment from the Union troops. In midsummer of 1862 
Quantrill s ranks were swelled by such recruits, some of 
whom were to become famous. Nineteen-year-old Frank 
James, rail thin, with fiat grey eyes, crossed the river from 
Clay County and joined the guerrillas. In 1864 his seventeen- 
year-old brother, Jesse Woodson James, joined him. 11 John 
McCorkle, the only guerrilla to turn author, was another ex- 
Guardsman. In the spring of 1862 he had determined he 
would either have to leave the border or join QuantrilL He 
lived through three years of desperate fighting to write of his 
adventure. 12 

In addition to the men who entered Quantrill s guerrillas 
for protection or revenge, there is evidence that many of his 
troopers were, or became, neurotic and criminal. The irre 
sponsible and undisciplined nature of guerrilla service na 
turally attracted the worst elements of the border society as 
it gave opportunity for robbery and unwarranted cruelty not 
present in regular military duty. Moreover, as the bloody, no- 
quarter warfare grew, there was a noticeable increase in the 
number of twisted and vicious boys such as the revenge- 
crazed Bill Anderson and his seventeen-year-old murderous 
executioner and scalper, Archie Clement. 

All of these types, then, were drawn together under the 
baleful command of William Quantrill, a terribly dangerous 

10 Walter B. Stevens, Centennial History of Missouri (3 vols., St. Louis, 
Chicago, 1921), I, 853; Gregg Ms., 50-52. 

11 Settle, "The Development of the Jesse James Legend," 32-35. 

12 John McCorkle, Three Years with Quantrill: A True Story (Armstrong, 
Missouri, n.d.). 
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leader, as he was himself amoral, vicious, and ambitious. 
Only one question was asked them: "Will you follow orders, 
be true to your fellows, and kill those who serve and support 
the Union? " Under Quantrill s direction these young men 
were to shock an entire nation and to plunge the western 
border into three years of ghastly irregular warfare. 

Quantrill s first military acts in western Missouri in the 
early spring of 1862 were feeble and merely harassing in na 
ture, but as his band grew he became bolder and his objec 
tives enlarged. On February 22, believing that there were no 
Union troops in the town, he rode into Independence with 
fifteen men. Dashing up the streets the guerrillas ran head 
on into a column of Union cavalry. Instead of retreating, 
Quantrill charged into them and began shooting right and 
left. From the confusing melee that resulted, William Gregg 
was to remember a Union cavalryman following him down 
the street, hacking at him unsuccessfully with a saber. The 
guerrillas scattered, Gabriel George and Hop Wood were 
shot dead from their saddles. Quantrill was wounded in the 
leg, but had the audacity to attend George s funeral a day or 
so later, calmly leaning on a cane. 13 

In late January Jennison s men had burned the little 
towns of Dayton in Cass County and Columbus in Johnson 
County, and had driven the inhabitants away. 14 In retalia 
tion Quantrill determined to raid a town in Kansas, and on 
March 2 led his band to Aubry in Johnson County. Riding 
into the little village at night, screaming and shooting as they 
came on, the guerrillas looted the place of all they could 
carry, burned one house, and rode through Union patrols 
back to Missouri. 15 Kansas was now to have a taste of the 
medicine Lane, Jennison, and Montgomery had been giving 

is Gregg Ms., 11; Connelley, Quantrill, 225-28. 
i* O. H., Series i, Vol. VIII, 45-47. 
is O. R. f Series i, Vol. VIII, 335-36. 
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Missouri for months. From this date Kansas towns were con 
sidered fair game for the guerrillas. 

On March 18, 1862, with Union forces combing the Jack 
son County area for him, Quantrill took forty men, crossed 
the Missouri River to Clay County and raided a small Union 
recruiting post at Liberty. After a fight which went on for 
three hours the post of eight men surrendered; a Captain 
Hubbard, who commanded it, was severely wounded. Quan 
trill paroled the Union soldiers, evidently trying to follow 
the rules of warfare, but an unarmed soldier named Owen 
Grimshaw was shot through the head when he refused to tell 
the guerrillas in what building the post was located. Quan 
trill permitted no looting or burning at Liberty, which had 
a large pro-Southern population, and the newspaper reports 
concerning this "independent armed band" indicate that 
they were viewed with something close to enthusiasm. 16 

Union cavalry swarmed north over the river into Clay 
County at about the same time the guerrillas crossed back 
into Jackson. On March 22, numbering nearly a hundred 
men, they rode up the Independence-Kansas City road and 
burned the bridge over the Blue River. Guarding the bridge 
was a Union sergeant and a tollkeeper named Allison, both 
of whom were captured and then shot. Allison was murdered 
before the eyes of his small son, and it was reported that 
Quantrill personally pistoled the sergeant because news of 
Halleck s General Order Number Two had just reached 
him. 17 

On March 13 Halleck had published this order from his 
St. Louis headquarters, specifically charging General Price 
with having issued commissions to "certain bandits" to form 
guerrilla organizations in Missouri. Order Number Two 
stated flatly that "every man who enlists in such an organiza- 

i Liberty Tribune, March 21, 1862. 

i* Connelley, Quantrill, 238; K. C. Journal, March 23, 1862. 
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tion forfeits his life and becomes an outlaw. All persons are 
hereby warned that if they join any guerrilla band they will 
not, if captured, be treated as ordinary prisoners of war, but 
will be hung as robbers and murderers." 18 

Halleck s extermination orders were now being applied to 
QuantrilFs men, and the Union troops began shooting them 
when they were captured. Knowledge that execution would 
follow capture caused the guerrillas to fight to their deaths. 
Few persons were taken by either side after the spring of 
1862, and the most minor skirmishes were of a desperate 
nature. 19 

Following the killings at the Blue River bridge, Quantrill 
took some of his men to the farm of David Tate, about three 
miles from Little Santa Fe in Jackson County. News of the 
murders and the burned bridge soon put Kansas cavalry on 
his trail. Detachments of the Second Cavalry under Colonel 
Robert B. Mitchell and the Fourth Cavalry under Colonel 
William Weer and Major Charles Banzhaff were sent into 
southern Johnson County after him. Following their usual 
custom, the Kansans established headquarters at Santa Fe 
and then sent out patrols to arrest and question local citizens 
about the guerrillas. At ten o clock on the night of March 22 
a squadron of the Second Kansas, under the command of 
Major James M. Pomeroy, was dispatched to arrest Tate at 
his home. Arriving at the house Pomeroy dismounted his 
men, surrounded the place, and foolhardily beat on the 
front door demanding entrance. His answer was a Mini6 ball 
through the portal, the large soft lead slug tearing a gaping 
wound through his right thigh. The Major crawled from the 
house, and his men fired volleys into it. These shots brought 
screams from women and children inside, and Pomeroy or- 

is O. R. f Series i, Vol. VIII, 611-12. 

i Gregg Ms., 8^9, stated Quantrill took prisoners and paroled them until 
March 20, 1862, when Halleck s order was applied to his men. 
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dered the firing stopped. Several women and children came 
out, and the firing was resumed. After a short time two men 
jumped from a window, and with their hands in the air 
begged to surrender. These men told the Kansans that they 
were not guerrillas, but that Quantrill and twenty-six of his 
men were inside with no intention of giving up. Seriously 
wounded, Pomeroy saw his chance to stamp out the guerrilla 
gang. The Tate house, constructed of brick, had a blind 
wooden ell at its rear. The ell was set on fire, and soon the 
whole structure was blazing, lighting up the surroundings as 
if it were day. The Kansas cavalry ceased firing and settled 
back on their carbines to pick the guerrillas off if they came 
out or to watch them burn. Suddenly the whole lower wall 
of the blazing ell was kicked out. Through the flying embers 
the guerrillas charged, firing their revolvers into the faces of 
the startled Kansans. In seconds they had broken through the 
Union line and were in the dense woods surrounding the 
place. They left only two of their number sprawled in the 
yard, and killed one Union trooper in their wild dash to 
safely. Major Pomeroy believed he saw the bodies of five 
more men lying in the ashes of the Tate house. Chagrined at 
the escape of the guerrillas, the Kansas troops closed in on 
the neighborhood and burned houses and outbuildings on 
adjacent farms. Six suspicious men were arrested and sent to 
Fort Leavenworth. Over twenty-five horses were captured. 20 
The fight .at the Tate house was a disaster for the guer 
rillas. On foot they slipped through the countryside, scatter 
ing to obtain more horses. On March 26, 1862, they were 
mounted again, and on the afternoon of that day over two 
hundred of them swept down on the Union post at Warrens- 
burg, the county seat of Johnson County, Missouri. Warrens- 
burg was held by Major Emory Foster and a detachment of 
sixty men of the Seventh Missouri Cavalry. Foster had forti- 

20 O. R., Series i, Vol. VIII, 34?; Daily K. C. Journal, March 36, 27, 1862. 
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fied the brick county courthouse and had his men posted 
behind a thick board stockade surrounding the building. A 
surprise charge failed, and Quantrill was beaten off into the 
dusk, leaving nine of his men dead on the square and carry 
ing away at least seventeen wounded. At dawn of the twenty- 
seventh the guerrillas made another half-hearted attempt to 
rush the position, but failed to carry it again. Major Foster 
and ten of his men were wounded, two were killed. The 
guerrillas raced back into Jackson County and disbanded. 21 
Quantrill had learned his first lesson about attacking brick 
walls and stockades, but the border was shocked over the 
surprise blow at a major Union post. 

On March 30 the guerrillas held a rendezvous at the farm 
of Samuel C. Clark, three miles southeast of Stoney Point in 
Jackson County near the hamlet of Pink Hill. There they 
were attacked by Captain Albert P. Peabody with sixty-five 
men of D Company, First Missouri Cavalry. On nearing Pink 
Hill Peabody split his force, and as he and his troop passed 
the Clark house, they were fired on. Peabody dismounted 
and attacked. The guerrillas, evidently feeling that the odds 
were about even, held and fought. A runner was sent back 
to bring up the other half of the Union patrol, and when it 
arrived, Peabody began to rush the house. Outnumbered and 
separated from their horses, the guerrillas dispersed into the 
woods on foot. Six of them were found dead in and near the 
house; the others took their wounded off with them. Peabody 
had only three men wounded, but by the time the guerrillas 
retreated, the shooting had so aroused the countryside that 
the captain found himself in a very hot spot. Coming in from 
all directions, the Clarks* neighbors began to snipe at the 
Union force from long range with Sharps rifles. Captain 
Peabody estimated that by die time the guerrillas had es 
caped, his force was being shot at by over a hundred men. 

21 Daily K. C. Journal, April 2, 1862; Liberty Tribune, April 4, 1862. 
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The Union patrol sullenly backed off to Pink Hill, taking 
twenty captured horses and, no doubt, wrote the Clark 
neighborhood off as of not much value to the Union. As a 
sop they burned Sain Clark s house and outbuildings. 22 

As a result of the violent skirmishing of the preceding two 
weeks a mass meeting was called at Independence on April 
19 by Colonel Egbert B. Brown, commanding the Missouri 
militia in Jackson and Cass counties. The activities of Quan- 
trill and Jennison were discussed, and Colonel Brown pled 
for a return to quiet and order. He assured the gathing that 
Union troop depredations would cease, and offered in evi 
dence Jennison s arrest and removal from command. Resolu 
tions were passed requesting all men of Jackson County to 
put down their arms and leave law enforcement to the Mis 
souri State Militia. 28 Unfortunately, the role of Southern 
guerrilla soldiers was much too appealing to many western 
Missouri boys. 

Quantrill answered th,e Independence mass meeting with 
a proclamation of his own in which he advised the Union 
settlers in the county not to plant crops, as they would not 
be around to harvest them when autumn came. The cheek 
of the guerrilla leader jolted the commander of the Central 
District, Brigadier General James Totten, into official notice 
of the insurrection that was rapidly sweeping the western 
half of his district. "Old Bottle Nose" Totten, as he was af 
fectionately known by his soldiers because of a handsome red 
proboscis and his extremely convivial habits, sighted down 
on Quantrill with a special order on April 21. It stated in 
part: 

I. It is represented on reliable authority at these headquarters 
that bands of jayhawkers, guerrillas, marauders, murderers, and 
every species of outlaw are infesting to an alarming extent all the 

*2 O. R., Series i, Vol. VIII, 357-58; K. C. Journal, April 5, 1862. 
28 K. C. Journal, April 20, 1862. 
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southeastern portion of Jackson County, and that persons of 
influence and wealth in these vicinities axe knowingly harboring 
and thus encouraging (if not more culpably connected with) these 
bands of desperadoes. A prairie known as the "Doctor Lee 
Prairie," its borders and surroundings, are mentioned as the 
haunts of these outlaws, and the farmers generally in these neigh 
borhoods are said to be knowing to and encouraging the lawless 
acts of these guerrillas, &c., as mentioned above. Murders and 
robberies have been committed; Union men threatened and 
driven from their homes; the U. S. mails have been stopped; 
farmers have been prohibited planting by the proclamation of a 
well-known and desperate leader of these outlaws by the name of 
Quantrill, and the whole country designated reduced to a state 
of anarchy. This state of things must be terminated and the 
guilty punished. All those found in arms and opposition to the 
laws and legitimate authorities, who are known familiarly as 
guerrillas, jayhawkers, murderers, marauders, and horse-thieves, 
will be shot down by the military upon the spot when found 
perpetrating their foul acts. 24 

QuantriU s men were particularly successful in disrupting 
Union communications in western Missouri during the 
spring of 1862. By the middle of April Jackson County was 
for weeks almost isolated from the rest of the state. On April 
18, 1862, the Kansas City Journal remarked that an entire 
company of Union cavalry was being detailed to escort the 
mail to Pleasant Hill in northern Cass County, and com 
plained, "We have had no mail from St. Louis for three 
weeks." Putting the mail carriers under troop escort, how 
ever, simply gave Quantrill s men additional targets to shoot 
at from ambush. This type of warfare was dangerous, harass 
ing, and demoralizing. The Union patrols never seemed able 
to put their fingers on a skulking, deadly enemy that killed 
their men and then disappeared. Every bush and tree, every 
pass and ravine, every stream ford carried the threat of hid- 

2* O. R., Series 2, Vol. Ill, 468. 
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den enemy riflemen observing each blue-clad trooper over 
open sights. A report written by a Captain Cochran of the 
Seventh Missouri Cavalry illustrates the stark deadliness of 
the situation. Detailed on June 11, 1862, to carry the mail 
between Independence and Harrisonville in Cass County, 
Cochran and twenty-four troopers were ambushed. Cochran s 
report read: 

We had proceeded some 10 miles when I learned that some of 
Quantrill s men had been seen in the vicinity. I proceeded very 
slowly and cautiously, with six men riding by file as an advance. 
They had proceeded only a short distance when they were fired 
upon, 2 of them being killed on the spot and 3 dangerously 
wounded. I was about fifty yards in the rear with 18 men. We 
charged in the brush and routed them and then dismounted and 
searched the brush, and fired at them a number of times. I do not 
know what their loss was, as I had to leave to take care of the mail. 
The mail is safe. 25 

Lieutenant Colonel James T. Buel, commanding the Sev 
enth Cavalry at Independence, was outraged. Evening after 
evening his patrols came in with one or two of his troopers 
slung dead over their horses and others held wounded in 
their saddles by their comrades. This was not warfare; this 
was butchery. Reporting the Cochran ambush to Central 
District Headquarters at Jefferson City, Buel wrote: 

The mail arrived safely at Harrisonville, but the carrier dared not 
come back with escort. I am unwilling that any more of my men 
shall be murdered escorting this mail. I have therefore ordered it 
to be carried for the present by secessionists. I shall hold them 
accountable for its safe transmittaL Have also cautioned the post 
master not to send any valuables or important dispatches in this 
mail, but by the way of St. Louis. I am keeping my troops con 
stantly on the move, leaving the post at times so much exposed 
that it gives me some uneasiness. 26 

2 O. R.&gt; Series i, Vol. XIII, 121-22. 
*e O. JR., Series i, Vol. XIII, 121. 
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It may be presumed that the "secessionists" whom Colonel 
Buel drafted as mail carriers soon decided that they would 
be about as safe in the brush with Quantrill as they were in 
Union mail employment. 

Throughout June and July Quantrill s men ran wild in 
western Missouri. Their number increased each day. They 
ambushed the Little Blue River ferry, mail escorts and 
patrols in Jackson, Johnson, and Cass counties. June 22 saw 
them swarming on the Missouri River steamboat Little Blue, 
which they caught by surprise at a landing near Sibley. Forty 
sick and wounded Union soldiers were threatened and 
shoved around, and a large quantity of military supplies was 
carried away. Major Eliphalet Bredett, commanding the Sev 
enth Cavalry post at Lexington, Lafayette County, was sent 
after the guerrillas. On July 3 he informed his adjutant that 
as a result of a week s scout into western Lafayette and east 
ern Jackson counties he had arrested and brought in to the 
provost marshal at Lexington 107 prisoners, all "except 
two or three" of whom could be proved guilty of treason. He 
had recovered articles taken from the Little Blue from 
cellars, outhouses, and haystacks at Sibley, Wellington, and 
Napoleon on the Missouri River. He had not run across an 
armed guerrilla. Quantrill was reported twelve miles south 
of his line of march. 27 The Little Blue was not damaged, but 
it gained the distinction of being the first of a long list of 
Missouri River boats that the guerrillas were to attack or 
capture as the war went on. 

The mysterious success of Quantrill s band in operating 
under the noses of the Union forces was explained in a typi 
cal editorial fashion by the Kansas City Journal on June 17, 
1862. Remarking that the guerrillas were harbored and sup 
plied by pro-Southern men who had taken loyalty oaths and 
given bond to the Union, the paper stated that ". . . the 

21 O. R., Series i, Vol. XIII, 131-33. 
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banditti have a complete system of espionage over the in 
fested district. Their spys [sic] may frequently be seen upon 
high points going through such gyrations as to leave no 
doubt that they have a perfect system of signals among them, 
by which the approach of troops is instantly communicated 
over a large tract of country/ 

As the tempo of the partisan war in western Missouri 
quickened, so did the ferocity and the number of men en 
gaged increase. On July 8, 1862, Major James O. Gower, 
commanding a detachment of the First Iowa Cavalry at Clin 
ton, Henry County, learned that Quantrill with some two 
hundred men was in camp on Sugar Creek near Wadesburg. 
Cass County. Gower sent out a patrol of ninety inen led by 
Lieutenants R. M. Reynolds, Foster, Bishop, and Wisenand. 
Their orders were to strike the guerrilla bivouac in a sur 
prise dawn attack. 

At sunrise of July 9 the Iowa Cavalry arrived on Sugar 
Creek and found Quantrill s camp. Lieutenant Bishop led a 
charge with the advance party of the patrol without waiting 
for the main body to come up. The guerrillas beat him off 
easily. Another charge was mounted against the now thor 
oughly alerted partisans which cost the Union force several 
wounded. Realizing that they were involved with a superior 
enemy that was beginning to encircle them, the lowans 
broke off the action and limped back to Clinton. 

When his chewed-up patrol rode into Clinton with their 
wounded slung over their horses, Major Gower was infuri 
ated. He rushed dispatch riders to Harrisonville, Cass 
County, and Warrensburg in Johnson County, ordering the 
Union posts at those towns to send all available troops to join 
him the following day at the Lotspeich farm near the guer 
rilla camp. Gower s tactics were excellent, for he was concen 
trating cavalry on Quantrill from all directions of the com 
pass. At five o clock on the morning of the tenth, Gower, 
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with four officers and seventy-five men of the First Iowa, 
arrived at the Lotspeich farm. There he found a detachment 
of sixty-five men of the First Iowa under Captain William H. 
Ankeny, and sixty-five men of the Seventh Missouri Cavalry 
led by Captain William A. Martin. These troops had come 
from Harrisonville to meet him. In an hour his force was 
joined by sixty-three additional men of the First Missouri 
Cavalry from Warrensburg, commanded by Captain Martin 
Kehoe. The four units moved cautiously through the dense 
woods along Sugar Creek to Quantrill s camp and found it 
vacated. Gower then split his command into its original com 
ponents in an attempt to pick up the line of the guerrillas 
march. At two o clock a messenger rushed in to him from 
Kehoe, who reported that he was pursuing Quantrill east of 
Rose Hill in Johnson County along the Big Creek bottom. 
Gower called in his elements and galloped through a fiery 
July afternoon to join Kehoe at 7:00 P.M. on the Hornsby 
farm at the edge of Cass County. Riding in an arc Quantrill 
and his men had eaten at Hornsby s, and with their horses 
badly jaded had gone on north into the dusk to camp. Major 
Gower, having ridden nearly fifty miles that day, bivouacked. 
He felt certain that he could strike the guerrillas with a 
rested force early the next morning. 

July 11 dawned clear and blistering hot. Martin Kehoe 
and his Missouri cavalry were the first to saddle in the Union 
camp. It is quite likely that, having chased the guerrillas 
all the preceding day, Kehoe was determined his men were 
to have the honor of striking the initial blow at the hated 
Quantrill. At any rate, in direct disobedience of Major 
Gower s orders, he and his company slipped out of the Iowa 
bivouac and went up the guerrilla trail. Six miles west of 
Pleasant Hill in Cass County he came on the Quantrill pick 
ets, exchanged shots, and sent a messenger back to Gower 
reporting the enemy on the farm of a man named Sears. 
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Kehoe pressed on rapidly, and seeing only a few men near 
the Sears house, which was located in a clearing in the tim 
ber, ordered a charge. The little column of the First Mis 
souri was halted, sabers were drawn, and with a cheer the 
blue-shirted cavalrymen spurred up a lane toward the Sears 
house. Captain Kehoe rode at the head of his men, waving 
them on with his sword. 

Quantrill s men ran about wildly in the yard of the Sears 
place, pretending surprise at the Union charge. The wily 
guerrilla had, of course, prepared an ambush. As Kehoe and 
his men roared up the lane, they were suddenly fired upon 
from all sides. Part of the enemy was in the brush on his 
flanks, others raised up from the front yard and shot over a 
rail fence. The guerrillas had held their fire until the first 
Union troopers were nearly to the house. One ripping volley 
knocked the first six men in the charge dead from their sad 
dles. Nine others were wounded, including Kehoe, who was 
shot through the shoulder. At guerrilla William Gregg s sug 
gestion, Quantrill personally opened the yard gate and the 
riderless Union horses galloped into the lot. 28 

Kehoe and his men fell back down the lane in disorder, 
shooting right and left at an unseen enemy. The wounded 
Captain got his men dismounted and opened fire on the 
guerrillas at short range with his carbines. The Sears clearing 
was too open to fight from, so Quantrill mounted his men 
and fell back into a series of ravines at the rear of the place. 
He did not know heavy Union reinforcements were coming 
up to support Kehoe. 

For nearly three hours the guerrillas and the First Mis 
souri exchanged shots, the Union forces desperately outnum 
bered. 

At eleven o clock Major Gower and his men pounded up. 
A detachment of the First Iowa was sent around to flank 

28 Gregg Ms,, 17. 
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Quantrill, and the entire Union command was then dis 
mounted and ordered to advance on the ravines. The result 
ing clash was furious and bloody. No quarter was asked or 
given. 

Gower s men rushed the heavy brush in small squads. As 
soon as they entered the undergrowth, an equal number of 
the guerrillas would rise with pistols to meet them. The 
Union cavalrymen used their sabers and carbines, Quanta-ill s 
men revolvers, Bowie knives, and, as their ammunition ran 
low, clubs and rocks. Within two hours the superior disci 
pline and handling of the Union force told on Quantrill, 
who was out of his element fighting on foot. A few at a time, 
his desperate thirst-crazed men broke out of the ravines. Re 
treating on foot and horse, they took most of their wounded 
toward the Blue River. Major Gower did not follow them 
up. His force was used up by the long march, the fierce heat, 
and the bloody fighting. Proportionately his losses were 
heavy, twenty-six men killed and thirty-five wounded, many 
badly. Because of the undergrowth and rough terrain it was 
believed many of the dead would not be located until the 
crows and buzzards came in. The Union force held the field, 
but Quantrill and most of his men had managed to escape. 2 * 
On July 12 Gower s command limped back to Pleasant Hill 
where he buried his dead and set up a hospital for his 
wounded. No guerrilla prisoners were taken, and the Liberty 
Tribune reported that signed loyalty oaths were found on 
the bodies of five of Quantrill s men. 80 

2 0. R., Series i, Vol. XIII, 154-60. 
o Liberty Tribune, July 18, 1863. 
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Porter Raids in North Missouri 



TOWARD the first of July, 1862, General Thomas C. 
Hindman, who had succeeded Van Dorn as the com 
mander of the Confederate District of Arkansas, acti 
vated strategic plans which were to intensify the tragedy of 
the war on the border. Tom Hindman was the most able 
general to serve in the Trans-Mississippi Department. Un 
like the officers who followed him, he realized that the Con 
federacy needed a third front west of the Mississippi, and he 
set about energetically to make Arkansas a strong military 
base. Hindman conceived his strategic plan in three phases. 
First, he would gather the munitions and supplies of war to 
provide the logistical support necessary for a major army. 
Second, he would acquire and train the men to form an 
army. Third, with an army he would invade Missouri and 
flank the Union forces on the Mississippi. 1 

iMonaghan, Civil War on the Western Border, 251; O Flaherty, General 
Jo Shelby, 129-31. 
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To obtain men for his army, Hindman put the draft into 
rigid effect in Arkansas, and rounded up the many deserters 
in that state. At the same time he sent officers north into 
Missouri to recruit and enroll troops, sponsor guerrilla war 
fare, and finally, to bring back as many men to Arkansas as 
was possible by fall. 

Tom Hindman believed in the military value of guerrilla 
warfare. He had utilized it against General Curtis march 
across Arkansas to Helena following the Confederate defeat 
at Pea Ridge. Now he intended to set the border ablaze with 
guerrilla organizations, and to explode occupied Missouri 
in General Schofield s face. In order to do this, he had to 
follow, on the surface at least, the detailed directives of the 
Confederate War Department concerning partisan warfare. 
A more important task was to accomplish his mission before 
it came too much to the attention of President Jefferson 
Davis, who took a personal, and usually a crippling interest, 
in all Confederate military affairs. 

Jefferson Davis did not believe in guerrilla warfare. Such 
service was too disorganized, too free of restriction and con 
trol, too lacking in petty detail for him to recognize its merit 
in the western theatre. Davis had not in any way approved 
of General Price s use of guerrillas in Missouri in the sum 
mer and fall of 1861. In December of that year he had in 
formed W. P. Harris, a Missouri delegate to the Confederate 
Congress, that the future conduct of the war in that state "is 
therefore to be on a scale of very different proportions than 
that of the partisan warfare witnessed during the past sum 
mer and fall/ 2 However, in an act approved April 21, 1862, 
by the Confederate Congress, President Davis was authorized 
to commission officers with authority to form bands of parti 
san rangers. By order of the War Department on April 28, 
this Partisan Ranger Act was interpreted in such a manner 
as to give the commanders of the Confederate military de- 

2 O. JR., Series i, Vol. VIII, 701. 
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partments in which such units were employed the first op 
portunity to pass on all applications for irregular service* 8 

The Confederate Partisan Ranger Act was just what Gen 
eral Tom Hindman needed for his district. For its best ap 
plication west of the Mississippi the general felt it should be 
liberalized a bit, and adapted a little more closely to local 
conditions. Accordingly, on July 17, 1862, Hindman pub 
lished at his headquarters at Little Rock his own guerrilla 
act. This order was to give Quantrill and others like him 
some legality for organizing partisan bands. It read: 

I. For the more effectual annoyance of the enemy upon our 
rivers and in our mountains and woods all citizens of this district 
who are not subject to conscription are called upon to organize 
themselves into independent companies of mounted men or in 
fantry, as they prefer, arming and equipping themselves, and to 
serve in that part of the district to which they belong. 

II. When as many as 10 men come together for this purpose 
they may organize by electing a captain, i sergeant, i corporal, 
and will at once commence operations against the enemy without 
waiting for special instructions. Their duty will be to cut off 
Federal pickets, scouts, foraging parties, and trains, and to kill 
pilots and others on gunboats and transports, attacking them 
day and night, and using the greatest vigor in their movements. 
As soon as the company attains the strength required by law it 
will proceed to elect the other officers to which it is entitled. All 
such organizations will be reported to these headquarters as soon 
as practicable. They will receive pay and allowances for subsist 
ence and forage for the time actually in the field, as established 
by the affidavits of their captains. 

III. These companies will be governed in all respects by the 
same regulations as other troops. Captains will be held responsi 
ble for the good conduct and efficiency of their men, and will re 
port to these headquarters from time to time. 4 

O. R. f Series 4, Vol. I, 1094, 1098. 

* O. JR., Series i, Vol. XIII, 835. Citizens of Missouri were not subject to con 
scription as there was no Confederate government in the state. However, the 
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With Confederate War Department red tape thus neatly 
cut, Tom Hindman proceeded to select the officers he wanted 
to send to Missouri to start guerrilla activities. Among those 
he chose were Colonel Upton Hays, Colonel John T. Hughes, 
Colonel Joseph C. Porter, Colonel J* Vard Cockrell, Colonel 
John T. Coffee, Colonel Gideon W. Thompson, Colonel 
Warner Lewis, Colonel J. A. Poindexter, and Captain Joseph 
O. Shelby, These men were to commission guerrilla officers 
and organizations wherever possible. Singly, or with small 
commands, they passed through the Union lines and made 
their way into Missouri during the summer of 1862. 

General Schofield, commanding the Union Department 
of Missouri, soon learned of their arrival in the state. In a 
few weeks he found that their operations, combined with the 
furious activity of the guerrillas, were plunging his qi^iet 
department into insurrection. In reporting local conditions 
at that time, he wrote General Halleck: 

About this time commenced the execution of a well-devised 
scheme of the rebel Government to obtain large re-inforcements 
from Missouri and ultimately to regain possession of the State. A 
large number of Missourians in the rebel army were sent home 
with commissions to raise and organize troops for the rebel army. 
Many of them succeeded in secretly passing our lines and in 
eluding arrest. Some were arrested and others voluntarily sur 
rendered themselves, professing their desire to return to their 
allegiance, and were permitted to take the oath of allegiance and 
return to their homes as loyal citizens. These emissaries spread 
themselves over the State, and, while maintaining outwardly the 
character of loyal citizens or evading our troops, secretly enrolled, 
organized, and officered a very large number of men, estimated 
by their friends at from 30,000 to 5o,ooo. 5 

Conscription Act was not officially suspended in Missouri by act of the Con 
federate Congress until October 2, 1862. 

* O. R. y Series i, Vol. XIII, 10, from General Schofield s departmental re 
port for 186*. 
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Schofield s first action was to outlaw the Confederate parti 
san forces being released in the center of his command. On 
May 29, 1862, in General Order Eighteen, he stated, 

The time is passed when insurrection and rebellion in Missouri 
can cloak itself under the guise of honorable warfare. 

The utmost vigilance and energy are enjoined upon all the 
troops of the State in hunting down and destroying these robbers 
and assassins. When caught in arms, engaged in their unlawful 
warfare, they will be shot down upon the spot. 6 

The extermination policy" toward Confederate partisans 
pronounced by Generals Halleck and Schofield was copied 
at once by their subordinates in the subdistricts of Missouri. 
Tough Colonel Egbert B* Brown of the explosive Central 
District ordered his troops to execute guerrillas on the spot, 
even though they professed to be acting "under the authority 
o the so-called Confederate States of America/ 17 General 
Ben Loan of the District of North Missouri directed that any 
person, regardless of Confederate commission, who at 
tempted to assemble a force to act in opposition to Union 
authority was to be "promptly executed by the first com 
missioned officer to whom he may be delivered." 8 Quan trill s 
men had received no quarter; Hindman s recruiting officers 
were not to be given any either. 

Colonel Joseph C. Porter was the first of Hindman s guer 
rillas to cause trouble. Joe Porter was born in Kentucky in 
1819, but had moved to Lewis County, Missouri, with his 
family as a child. A farmer of strong Southern sympathies, 
Porter left his wife and five children in the summer of 1861 
and joined General Martin Green s State Guard unit where 
he was made a lieutenant colonel. A natural leader, Porter 
fought bravely at Lexington and Pea Ridge. Because of his 

O. H v Series i, Vol. XIII, 402-403. 

* O. R. t Series i, Vol. XIII, 420, General Order Seven, dated June 6, 1862. 

s O. R., Series i, Vol. XXII, Part 2, pp. 64-65. 
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excellent character and many acquaintances, he was chosen 
to raise guerrilla forces in northeast Missouri. Although this 
duty was not his personal choice, Porter obeyed his orders 
and returned to Missouri where he set up a secret recruiting 
organization. He made his presence known for the first time 
on June 17 when he captured a detachment of state militia 
in the western part of Marion County, took their equipment, 
and paroled them. By July 13 he had gathered together 
nearly two hundred men from Pike, Rails, Marion, Shelby, 
Knox, and Lewis counties, and on that date this force of 
poorly armed farm boys raided Memphis, the county seat of 
Scotland County. Porter took the town without serious re 
sistance, capturing a hundred badly needed muskets and a 
number of Union uniforms which he issued to his command. 
Considerable looting in stores owned by Union men took 
place. Dr. William Alward, an ardent pro-Union man with 
some reputation as an informer, was taken from his home by 
Porter s men and was never seen again. It was believed he 
was hanged and the body disposed of that night. 

The attack on Memphis was a surprise to the Union com 
mand in north Missouri. General John McNeil of the North 
east District put all his troops in the field, and on July 18 the 
first battalion of his own elite cavalry guard, Colonel Lewis 
Merrill s Horse, came upon Porter s rear guard near Vassar 
Hill in Scotland County. With a complete lack of caution 
the Union advance guard charged the guerrillas. As Porter s 
men fell back, the Union cavalry pushed into a carefully pre 
pared ambush. Eighteen of the twenty-one troopers in the 
advance party were dropped from their saddles by the first 
volley. Major John Y. Clopper, who commanded the unit, 
brought up his main body immediately, and an undecisive 
skirmish took place in the heavy woods. In three hours the 
Union force lost eighty-three men killed and wounded. 

9 Joseph C. Mudd, With Porter In North Missouri (Washington, 1909), 
24-26. Mudd was one of Porter s men. 
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Clopper gave the guerrillas credit for fighting savagely. On 
July 19, being reinforced, he cautiously took up pursuit 
again. 10 

Moving southward Porter entered Florida, Monroe 
County, on the morning of July 22. A detachment of fifty 
men of the Third Iowa Cavalry held the town, which was 
Mark Twain s birthplace. A brisk skirmish ensued, and after 
an hour s shooting, the Third Iowa retreated, leaving twenty- 
six men, more than half its force, killed, wounded, or miss 
ing. The Iowa Cavalry fell back to Paris, the county seat, 
where Major H, C. Caldwell called upon McNeil in St. Louis 
for immediate reinforcements. The Confederate forces in 
northeast Missouri were building up with frightening 
rapidity. 11 

The initial Union reverses in McNeil s command, the 
success of Porter s recruiting, and the savage guerrilla fight 
ing in western Missouri greatly alarmed General Schofield. 
Missouri, which had been peaceful in the spring, was now 
blazing with warfare throughout its most heavily populated 
areas. Losing the calmness and objectivity he normally main 
tained under all circumstances, Schofield obtained authoriza 
tion from Governor Gamble to put into effect a drastic man 
power draft. On July 22, 1862, he published General Order 
Nineteen which in part stated: "Every able-bodied man 
capable of bearing arms and subject to military duty is hereby 
ordered to repair without delay to the nearest military post 
and report for duty to the commanding officer. Every man 
will bring with him whatever arms he may have or can pro 
cure and a good horse if he has one/ 12 The drafting of the 
total manpower of Missouri, the order went on, was "for the 
purpose of exterminating the guerrillas that infest our state/* 

10 O. R., Series i, Vol. XIII, 163; Mudd, With Porter in North Missouri, 
83-87. 

11 Mudd, ibid., 132. 

12 O. R. f Series i, VoL XIII, 506. 
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Order Nineteen came as a lightning bolt to the explosively 
tense situation throughout the state. Its all-inclusive scope 
created the greatest excitement. Wealthy men in high places 
saw themselves in the field carrying muskets on, to say the 
least, hazardous military errands. Far worse, the order sent 
hundreds of men into hiding or into the guerrilla organiza 
tions. Soldiers o Price s State Guard who had returned and 
been granted amnesty, men who had remained neutral but 
who would never strike a blow against the South, boys whose 
Southern families had persuaded them not to join the 
armies, and many men whose minds were not made up over 
the issues of the war found themselves faced with compul 
sory Union military service against friends, relatives, and 
principles. 

The guerrillas were quick to capitalize on the confusing 
situation. Word came out of the brush that a choice of active 
military service must now be made. In Schofield s rueful 
words: "The first effect, and which was to be expected, was 
to cause every rebel in the State who could possess himself 
of a weapon of any kind to spring to arms and join the near 
est guerrilla band, thus largely and suddenly increasing the 
force with which we had to contend, while thousands of 
others ran to the brush to avoid the required enrollment." 13 

The order which was designed to quell the guerrilla war 
resulted in its vast acceleration. Down in the Central District 
"Bottle Nose" Totten advised the Missouri Adjutant Gen 
eral on July 30 that "General Order No. 19 aroused not only 
the loyal militia of this division, but also, and particularly, 
the rebels and guerrillas. . . . that element is now thoroughly 
awake and actively concentrating, and will very soon cease 
defending themselves and commence attacks upon our nu 
merous weak posts." 14 

is O. R. f Series i, Vol. XIII, 10-11, 557. 
i* O. R., Series i, Vol. XIII, 522-523. 
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In addition to its rigid drafting provisions, Order Number 
Nineteen, and the orders that supplemented it, had other 
stipulations which were to prove harassing to Missourians. 
To arm the militia, the order provided for the random seizure 
of guns. This offered an excellent excuse for Union patrols to 
enter private homes to search for arms, and to loot generally 
while searching. As the militia increased in strength during 
the last of July and the first part of August, the problem of 
subsistence and forage for men on active duty became acute. 
Schofield solved this by General Order Nine, dated August 
12, 1862, which directed that "during active operations in 
the field in pursuit of guerrillas, the troops of this command 
will not be encumbered with transportation of supplies, but 
will, as far as possible, obtain subsistence from the enemy 
and those who aid and encourage the rebellion/ 15 The end 
of the summer of 1862 saw large sections of Missouri stripped 
by Union and Confederate foraging parties. On both sides 
hatred was built up as men saw their hard-earned and vitally 
necessary crops and stores of food hauled away by rapacious 
soldiery. The state militia abused the foraging authority to 
such an extent that General Schofield was forced to publish 
an additional order on September 22 which sadly com 
mented: "The general commanding has learned with much 
regret, that in various parts of the State, under pretense of 
carrying out General Orders, No. 9 ... there has been perpe 
trated pillage and marauding of the most unsoldierlike and 
disreputable character. * 16 

Schofield s draft, however, was successful in bringing out 
the Union men of the state. If it stirred up the guerrilla war, 
it also provided the forces to defeat the Confederate elements 
operating in Missouri in 1862. By the close of the year 52,056 

IB u. S. War Department* Record and Pension Office, Organization and 
Status of Missouri Troops, Union and Confederate, In Service During the 
Civil War (Washington, 1902), 57. Hereinafter cited Missouri Troops. 

iQ Missouri Troops, 58. 
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men and officers had been formed into sixty-nine regiments, 
three battalions, and fifty-eight independent companies. 17 

Greatly assisted in his recruiting mission by General Scho- 
field, Joe Porter now tried to get his men south across the 
Missouri River and down to Arkansas. On July 24 he pushed 
through a detachment of the Third Iowa Cavalry near Santa 
Fe, Monroe County, and on into northern Callaway County. 
There he proceeded down Auxvasse Creek, gathering men 
as he went. On July 25, 1862, he was joined by Alvin Cobb 
and seventy-five Montgomery County guerrillas, and by 
sixty-five men from the Blackfoot region of Boone County. 
Cobb was a welcome addition. A fierce and murderous man, 
he had earned a frightening local reputation because of an 
amputated hand which had been replaced with a curved and 
sharpened hook. Porter, his force now numbering 400 men, 
pressed on south toward the river. At dusk of July 27 he 
found his way blocked at Brown s Spring on the Auxvasse 
by Colonel Odon Guitar of the Ninth Missouri Cavalry. 
Guitar had 186 men of his regiment, a company of the Third 
Iowa, and one section of the Third Indiana Artillery. Be 
lieving the odds favorable, Porter determined to fight early 
the next day. On July 28 Guitar was reinforced by 547 men 
and officers of Merrill s Horse, the Third Iowa, the Tenth 
Missouri Cavalry, and an independent company, the "Red 
Rovers." Guitar hurled this force on Porter at Moore s Mill 
and was ambushed. For a time it seemed that the guerrillas 
had a good chance of breaking through the Union line, but 
in a few hours Porter, heavily outnumbered, found himself 
fighting for the life of his command in the heavy timber and 
underbrush along the Auxvasse Creek. Odon Guitar, who 
was to become one of the toughest field officers in the Mis 
souri Union command, rallied his men and then led them 
in a fearless and aggressive manner. Ranging on horseback 

M Missouri Troops, 53. 
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back and forth before his dismounted troops, Guitar s swear 
ing and hoarse commands to "bring on them cannon/ could 
be heard by Porter s men above the heavy firing. By the 
middle of the sweltering July afternoon Porter s force was 
completely smashed. His men had fought like demons, be 
lieving they would be executed if captured. Fifty-two lost 
their lives on the field, and more than a hundred were 
wounded. Guitar lost thirteen men killed and fifty-five 
wounded. Porter and a few of his men disappeared to the 
north; Cobb escaped to the east. 18 

There was general rejoicing by Union men throughout 
Missouri when the news of the Union victory at Moore s Mill 
became known. It was thought that Porter s campaign had 
been smashed. Guitar, famous because of his victory, was 
assigned to take his Ninth Cavalry after Confederate Colonel 
A. J. Poindexter who was recruiting in the vicinity of Glas 
gow, Howard County. 

Porter moved back up into north Missouri. General Mc 
Neil again took up his pursuit, for the guerrilla leader was 
far from finished. General Schofield s draft sent men to him 
from all directions as he became a symbol of resistance- On 
August i he captured Newark in Knox County, after a sharp 
skirmish at the seventy-man post of the Second Missouri 
Cavalry, The Union troopers fortified themselves in the 
Presbyterian church and other brick buildings, which were 
set on fire. The garrison then surrendered, and Porter paroled 
his prisoners. He had eight men killed and thirteen wounded, 
several mortally. The Second Cavalry lost four killed and 
seven wounded. 1 * Between August i and 4 he sent patrols to 
Canton, Lewis County, and to Kirksville, Adair County, to 
obtain arms and recruits. By August 5, 1862, he had nearly 

is Mudd, With Porter in North Missouri, 159-214; O. R., Series i, Vol. XIII, 

189- 
i Mudd, ibid., 241-46. 
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a thousand men with him at Kirksville, On the morning of 
August 6 General McNeil with five hundred men and six 
cannon found the guerrilla force there ready to fight for the 
town. 

McNeil s command, although numerically inferior, was 
well trained, and the excellent use of his artillery terrified 
Porter s recruits. By mid-afternoon house after house had 
been shelled, and short charges had sent the Confederate 
irregulars retreating across the Chariton River to the west. 
McNeil lost only five men killed and thirty-two wounded. 
He estimated Porter s casualties at 150 killed and 300 to 400 
wounded. Forty-seven guerrillas were captured. McNeil shot 
fifteen of these prisoners whom he determined had been in 
arms before and had violated their oaths of loyalty to the 
Union. On September 25 he executed ten more of Porter s 
men at Macon. 20 

The Union cavalry pressed on after the disorganized Con 
federate partisans. On August 9, almost surrounded, the 
guerrilla disbanded his men and they fled in all directions. 
Porter went into hiding in Monroe County. He struck only 
once more, a small raid on Palmyra, Marion County, on 
September 12. Union forces closed swiftly on him this time, 
and he retreated rapidly to the Missouri River, taking as 
many men as possible with him. On October 16 about three 
hundred of his guerrillas crossed the river at Portland, Calla- 
way County, on the steamboat Emilie, which they had com 
mandeered. As the boat arrived on the south shore, Union 
cavalry appeared on the north. 21 Joe Porter crossed the Mis 
souri by row boat at Providence, Boone County, joined Jo 
Shelby in Wright County and was killed in a small skirmish 
near Marshfield on January 10, 1863. His campaign in north 

20 ibid., 258-67, 304, citing Colonel McNeil s official report to Assistant Adju 
tant General George M. Houston, September 17, 1862. 

21 Ibid., 436-39- 
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Missouri had failed because he had violated the guerrilla 
tactic of never fighting open battles. 

The Confederate plans in northeast Missouri had come 
to disaster, but the whole region had been brought into in 
surrection. Many of Porter s men who were captured were 
executed by General McNeil, and that really competent offi 
cer gained a name for barbarity. On October 18 he ordered, 
in an excess of butchery, the shooting of ten prisoners at 
Palmyra in retaliation for the disappearance of a Union man 
named Andrew Allsman, thought to have been killed by 
Porter s men. Hoping to recover Allsman, he had the follow 
ing letter placed in local newspapers and given to Mrs. 
Porter. 

PALMYRA, Mo., October 8, 1863 

JOSEPH C. PORTER. 

SIR: Andrew Allsman, an aged citizen of Palmyra, and a non- 
combatant, having been carried from his home by a band of per 
sons unlawfully arrayed against the peace and good order of the 
State of Missouri, and which band was under your control; this is 
to notify you that unless said Andrew Allsman is returned un 
harmed to his family within ten days from date ten men who have 
belonged to your band, and unlawfully sworn by you to carry 
arms against the Government of the United States, and who are 
now in custody, will be shot as a meet reward for their crimes, 
among which is the illegally restraining of said Allsman of his 
liberty, and if not returned, presumably aiding in his murder. 
Your prompt attention to this will save much suffering. 

Yours etc. 

W. R. STRACHAN 

Provost-Marshall General 

District N.E. Missouri 
Per order of Brigadier General 

Commanding McNeil s Column 22 

299-300. 
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The ten days passed without the appearance of Allsman; 
that unfortunate never did turn up. Five of Porter s men 
were selected by lot from the Hannibal prison, and Provost 
Marshall "Beast" Strachan picked the other five from prison 
ers at Palmyra. It was widely rumored that Strachan made 
a substitution on his list when the wife of one of the men 
agreed to allow the provost marshall to use her sexually in 
return for her husband s life. 28 

On October 18 the ten hostages were shot by firing squads. 
The story of the "Palmyra Massacre" shocked the Confeder 
acy and the British press. Jefferson Davis demanded that Mc 
Neil be handed over by the Union, and ordered that if he 
were not, the first ten Union officers to be captured in the 
Trans-Mississippi Department were to be executed. 24 McNeil 
was retained in command and became a hero of the Radical 
Republican element in Missouri and the North. 25 

Over in central Missouri Colonel Guitar and his Ninth 
Missouri Cavalry picked up Confederate Colonel A. J. Poin- 
dexter s trail near Renick, Randolph County, on August 8. 
In the following seven days the tenacious Guitar rode 250 
miles, fought Poindexter three times, and completely an 
nihilated the guerrilla force. Poindexter, apparently trying 
to join Porter in Macon County, was pushed west into Chari- 
ton County and then north into Linn County. On the night 
of August 10, Guitar caught Poindexter as he was crossing 
Grand River in Chariton County with some 1200 recruits, 
and in a savage attack, killed, wounded, and scattered the 
guerrilla command. 26 Poindexter was captured in Chariton 
County at the end of August, hiding without followers. 
Colonel Lewis Merrill planned his execution by drumhead 



3&lt;X). 

2* Ibid., 302-307. Davis, in a letter to Lieutenant General T. H. Holmes on 
November 17, 1862, who then commanded the Trans-Mississippi Department. 
2*Ibid. f 304-305. 
2e o. JR., Series i, Vol. XHI, 8*5, 547. 
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court-martial, but the Confederate officer was finally tried by 
a military commission. Apparently no sentence of execution 
could be obtained, for Poindexter was paroled. 27 

By September i, 1862, the Union had put down the in 
surrection in northeast Missouri, but it had been a bloody 
summer that left a vast residue of malignant hatred. 

2i o. &., Series i, Vol. XIII, 621. 



From Independence 
to Arkansas 



IF military affairs went well for the Union command in 
the guerrilla war in northeast and north central Missouri 
during July and August, 1862, the situation was gen 
erally reversed along the Kansas border. The Confederate 
plan in western and central Missouri, as determined by its 
evolution, was to have Colonel Upton Hays move up from 
Arkansas into the Jackson County area in June, where in 
liaison with Quantrill, he was to recruit and then strike at 
any Union target he could find. Confederate cavalry units 
were then to be thrown north around the first of August to 
assist in recruiting and to escort the men back when the mis 
sion was completed, These supplementary units arrived all 
along the Missouri River in August, commanded by Colonels 

9* 



FROM INDEPENDENCE TO ARKANSAS 93 

John T. Coffee, J. Vard Cockrell, John T. Hughes, Gideon 
W. Thompson, and Captain Jo Shelby. 

William Quantrill and Upton Hays began to consolidate 
their forces during the first week in August, learning that 
the cavalry columns of Coffee, Cockrell, and Shelby were 
moving northward toward them, 1 On August 8 Colonel E. C. 
Catherwood, Sixth Missouri Cavalry, notified the Adjutant 
General of Missouri from Sedalia that there were five hun 
dred organized guerrillas in eastern Jackson County. Cather 
wood begged for reinforcements. 2 

By August 11 the Confederate partisans were ready to 
strike as a major force. The week preceding had seen greatly 
heightened guerrilla activity in Jackson County. Confederate 
Colonels Hughes and Thompson had arrived there about 
August i to aid Hays with recruiting. These officers had es 
tablished a headquarters almost under the guns of the Union 
garrison at Independence, locating their camp on the prairie 
near Lee s Summit. Their Confederate battle flag set on a tall 
pole could be seen from the Jackson County courthouse. 3 

Independence was held at the time by Lieutenant Colonel 
James T. Buel, commanding three companies of his Seventh 
Missouri Cavalry, one company of the Second Missouri Cav 
alry, and one company of the Sixth Missouri Infantry, a total 
force of about three hundred men. These troops were sta 
tioned in an unfortified tent camp a half mile west of the 
courthouse square. Colonel Buel had more comfortable head 
quarters in the stone Southern Bank building on the south 
side of Lexington Street just off the square. His guard com 
pany was quartered in a building immediately across the 
street, and his provost marshal and guard were at the county 
jail on North Main Street, a block north. By this casual ar- 

1 O. R. f Series i, Vol. XIII, 221. 

2 O. #., Series i, Vol. XIII, 547. 
sCoimelley, Quantrill, 260. 
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rangement Buel was isolated from the main body o his 
troops. In spite of the visual evidence of Confederate activity 
near his post, Buel did not have patrols out on August 9 and 
10 to observe the enemy. From the disposition of his troops 
it was evident that he did not fear or expect an attack. Buel 
was a qualified guerrilla fighter, and it is very likely that 
his experience made him feel that Quantrill and Hays would 
never attack his large garrison. 

On August 10 Hughes and Thompson, who had gathered 
in about seventy-five recruits, were joined by Hays and 
Quantrill, with a surprising force of nearly 325 horsemen. It 
was decided that Independence would be raided on the 
eleventh. Colonel Hughes was to command this partisan 
group, and from his plan of attack it is apparent that the 
town had been ably scouted. The disposition of Buel s men 
was known perfectly by the irregular Confederates. Quan- 
trill*s men were given two major tasks separate from the 
main force. They were to lead the raid into town, approach 
ing north up Spring Street, and were to cut down the guards 
Buel would have out there. They were then to attack his 
headquarters, kill him if possible, and if not, keep him iso 
lated from his camp while Colonel Hughes led the main 
assault. 4 

At four-thirty on the morning of August 1 i, 1862, headed 
by Quantrill, the Confederate partisans swept into the sleep 
ing village of Independence. Dawn was just breaking, and in 
the semidarkness the Union post was taken completely by 
surprise. The guards on Spring Street were run over and 
killed by QuantrilFs men, who proceeded on a screaming 
dash for the square. Colonel Buel was awakened in his bed 
room on the second floor of the bank building by Rebel yells 
and a series of pistol shots which smashed his window. His 
life was saved by an alert sentry who called out his guard 

*Cora*eDey, Quantrill^ 363. 
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company across the street. These half-dressed men grabbed 
their muskets and cartridge boxes, fired into the milling 
guerrillas, and soon were able to cross the street and barri 
cade the headquarters building. A detachment of Quantrill s 
men then raced up to the provost marshal s office at the jail. 
The provost guard fired one wild volley and ran westward 
for Kansas City. The guerrillas released the prisoners in the 
jail and pistoled the Independence city marshal who was 
conveniently incarcerated at the time on a murder charge. 
The main Confederate force under Colonel Hughes charged 
into the Union tent camp, scattering undressed, half-awake 
soldiers back to a stone fence at its rear- 
As the sun rose, Colonel Buel found himself in a miserable 
position. Quantrill s men, their revolvers popping, swarmed 
over adjacent buildings and lay at the street corners firing at 
the windows of his headquarters. The main body of his com 
mand was cut off from him, disorganized and under heavy 
attack. At about eight-thirty Quantrill, tired of sniping at 
the stone bank building, ordered firing ceased, set an adjoin 
ing store on fire, and shouted to Buel that if he would not 
surrender, he could roast. 

While the attack on the headquarters was going on, 
Colonels Hughes and Thompson had defeated the Union 
troops at the tent camp. Only a few units resisted fiercely, 
the rest fled across country toward Kansas City. Colonel 
Hughes was killed leading one of the final charges. By nine 
o clock the Southern Bank building was beginning to be very 
warm. Colonel Buel raised a white flag and asked for a par 
ley. Colonel Thompson agreed to talk with him. Upon being 
assured that he and his men would not be turned over to 
Quantrill and executed, and that they would be treated as 
prisoners of war, Buel surrendered. He had lost 37 men 
killed, 63 wounded, and over 150 captured. The remainder 
of his command had run away. The Union colonel and his 
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troops were all paroled and accorded excellent treatment, in 
sharp contrast to the way Porter s men were shot when cap 
tured in north Missouri. The Confederate partisans also had 
suffered heavily, having thirty-two killed and many wounded. 
They had captured some twenty wagons of supplies and 
enough muskets and sabers to arm all the recruits. Much of 
the loot was given to QuantrilL Colonel Thompson hastily 
marched his men out of town that evening toward Blue 
Springs. 5 

The capture of Independence was a fearful blow to all 
western Missouri. Out of nowhere a sizeable guerrilla force 
had sprung to destroy a major Union post. Telegraph lines 
were kept busy throughout the central part of the state. 
There were rumors that Kansas City and Lexington would 
be attacked next, and it was three days before a Union scout 
gingerly approached Independence. 

General Schofield calmly informed General Halleck of 
the situation on August 12. He told Halleck that Porter s 
and Poindexter s guerrillas had been almost eliminated, and 
that Quantrill s success at Independence, and Coffee s ad 
vance northward presented only limited threats, as he had 
ordered heavy troop concentrations toward the Jackson 
County area. 6 On the same day he wired General Ben Loan 
of the Northwest District that the remnants of Poindexter s 
guerrillas must be prevented from joining Quantrill and 
Thompson. All the border garrisons in the District of Kansas 
were ordered to group at Fort Scott and to move in from the 
west on the Confederate irregulars. The Union posts on the 
Missouri River were instructed to prepare to march, and 
arms and ammunition were forwarded to them on the gun 
boat John Warner. 

5 For accounts of the fight at Independence see Daily K. C. Journal, August 
12, 13, 14, 1862; O. R., Series i, VoL XIII, 225-27; Britton, The Civil War on 
the Border, I, 322-25. 

e O. R., Series i, VoL XIII, 560-61. 
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John Schofield s plans were put into motion on August 15, 
1.862. Early on the morning of that day Major Emory S. 
Foster led a cavalry column of eight hundred men and two 
cannon out of Lexington, Lafayette County, in the direction 
of Lone Jack in southeastern Jackson County. He was to be 
joined there on the morning of the sixteenth by General 
Fitz Henry Warren and the First Iowa Cavalry from Clinton, 
Henry County. Foster and Warren were to wait in southern 
Jackson County until Brigadier General James G. Blunt, 
commanding the Department of Kansas, joined them with a 
large cavalry and infantry column from Fort Scott. Once this 
grand juncture was accomplished, the combined Union 
forces were to turn northwest, compressing Coffee, Thomp 
son, and Quantrill against the Missouri River. The Con 
federate partisans were to be prevented from fleeing to the 
west by another Union force from Fort Leavenworth, com 
manded by Colonel John T. Burris. 

The Union encirclement was excellently planned, but was 
not correctly timed or co-ordinated. General Blunt did not 
leave Fort Scott until August 16, and then his column of two 
thousand Kansans moved slowly due to the fact that he 
hauled his infantry in prairie wagons drawn by four mules J 
Major Foster did not meet General Warren at Lone Jack on 
the sixteenth, Blunt did not arrive in the area until the sev 
enteenth, and Colonel Burris did not move east toward In 
dependence until the twenty-first. However, Foster did run 
on to Confederates Coffee, Hays, and Thompson. After 
camping in the streets of Lone Jack on the night of August 
15, his small unit was swamped at sunrise the next day by 
two thousand howling Missouri guerrillas. The battle of 
Lone Jack was a savage frontier engagement, fought hand to 
hand in the houses, streets, and gardens of the hamlet. Be 
lieving they were being attacked by Quantrill and would 

* Britton, The Civil War on the Border, I, 327-28. 
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receive no quarter, Major Foster and his men fought like 
fanatics. By afternoon the Union force had lost its cannon, 
43 men killed, 154 wounded, and 75 missing. Foster, seri 
ously wounded, surrendered when he learned that his men 
would be treated as prisoners of war and paroled, 8 The Con 
federates, with 118 men killed and many wounded, began a 
hasty retreat south on the seventeenth. They were joined by 
Captain Jo Shelby and 1000 men he had recruited in La 
fayette County in only four days. Blunt s Kansans and War 
ren s Iowa Cavalry trailed them to the Osage River. 

The Union command blamed a portion of Foster s smash 
ing defeat upon Quantrill s guerrillas, but the partisan 
leader did not take part in the battle of Lone Jack. Follow 
ing the capture of Independence on August 1 1 he had taken 
his company of 150 men to the Morgan Walker farm where 
they set up a hidden camp. Evidently he feared swift pursuit 
and retaliation for the raid. On August 14, 1862, he decided 
to form a Confederate partisan ranger company. He and his 
men were sworn into the Confederate service by Colonel 
Gideon W. Thompson, and then held an election which 
resulted in his being made captain, William Haller, first 
lieutenant, George Todd, second lieutenant, and William 
H. Gregg, third lieutenant. 9 Quantrill was then given a com 
mission as captain, apparently signed by Thompson, who 
had authority from General Hindman to do so. 10 

On August 16 Quantrill decided it would be safe to re 
turn to Independence to pick up military supplies left there 
in hfs hasty withdrawal on the eleventh. Leaving sixty men 
in camp under Haller, he took the rest of his force back to 
town and thus missed the battle of Lone Jack. Haller and his 
guerrillas were called into the fight by Upton Hays on the 
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afternoon of the sixteenth, and Cole Younger distinguished 
himself by his bravery under fire. 11 

Quantrill and Upton Hays did not retreat south with 
Coffee and Shelby- They remained in Jackson County, 
doubtlessly hoping to pick off small Union units engaged in 
the grand pursuit. 

Arriving belatedly in the Independence area on August 
21, Lieutenant Colonel John Burris and his Fourth Kansas 
Cavalry made no haste in pursuing Coffee. His first act was 
to burn the houses of known guerrillas and to arrest the 
editor and scatter the type of the Border Star, "a treasonable 
sheet * published at Independence. On the morning of the 
twenty-second, Burris moved his column out of Independ 
ence south toward Harrisonville. Near the headwaters of the 
Little Blue River he learned from a Negro, to what must 
have been his considerable surprise, that Quantrill and 
Hays "with 1000 men" were camped four miles up the 
stream in a dense wood. As it was dusk, Burris bivouacked, 
determining to attack the next day. At dawn he moved up 
to the farm of Charles Cowert near the guerrilla camp, where 
his two pieces of artillery could be effective. He then sent 
forward two companies of cavalry to draw Quantrill into the 
open. The guerrillas, their number greatly exaggerated by 
Colonel Burris slave informant, retreated deeper into the 
woods. Burris quite evidently had no stomach for a fight with 
the partisans in the dense timber. In typical Kansas fashion 
he burned Cowert s "house and outbuildings and the im 
mense ricks of grain and hay found on the premises," and 
turned away from the enemy to the west. 12 Quantrill 
emerged from the timber in front of him while he was per 
forming these tasks, and both sides formed a line of battle. A 
few rounds from the Union cannon broke the guerrilla ranks 
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and they retreated south. Burris did not press them. He fol 
lowed them^^^L only to Pleasant Hill and then fell back 
to more peaceful surroundings at Independence. On August 
27 he returned to Fort Leavenworth, his Fourth Cavalry 
taking along "about 80 loyal colored persons." 13 

Upton Hays took his recruits toward Arkansas following 
the skirmish at Cowert s. Before leaving, he turned a Lieu 
tenant Copeland, whom he had captured at Lone Jack, over 
to Quantrill. On the afternoon of August 28 Quantrill read 
in a newspaper that one of his men, Perry Hoy, a Union 
prisoner, had been executed at Fort Leavenworth. Quantrill 
had hoped to exchange Copeland for Hoy, and now in a rage 
he had the lieutenant shot. He then ordered his men to 
saddle, and they galloped toward Kansas with the intention 
of killing ten more Union men for Hoy. William Gregg 
wrote casually that ten were killed before the state line was 
reached. 14 

On the morning of September 6, 1862, Quantrill led his 
guerrillas in a raid on Olathe, Kansas. Pouring into the town 
at dawn, tfite partisans surprised and captured a garrison of 
125 men. Three civilians were killed, the town was thor 
oughly looted, and the community newspaper, the Mirror, 
was destroyed. Quantrill strutted around the streets display 
ing his Confederate commission and asking old acquaintances 
to call him Captain, not Bill. Paroling the Union soldiers, 
the guerrillas returned to Missouri with several wagon loads 
of booty. The Olathe raid brought Burris and his Fourth 
Kansas Cavalry down from Fort Leavenworth again. On the 
morning of the tenth he came upon Quantrill on the north 
branch of the Grand River in Cass County. The guerrillas 
fled, and a wild horse race took place over Jackson, Johnson, 
and Lafayette counties, which lasted until Quantriirs men 
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disbanded on September 21. During this ten-day running 
skirmish Burris recovered most of the Olathe spoils, includ 
ing six wagons, a hundred muskets, ten thousand rounds of 
ammunition, clothing, and groceries. Only two guerrillas 
were killed. Burris had one man dead and three wounded. 
The Fourth Kansas got in some good looting. Burris marched 
back to Fort Leavenworth after burning a dozen houses. He 
took with his column a hundred horses, four yoke of oxen, 
and "upward of 60 loyal colored persons, tired of the rule of 
rebel masters/ 15 

Smarting from his four-county chase, Quantrill called his 
men together again at Sibley on the Missouri River in Jack 
son County on October 5. By the sixth Captain Daniel H. 
David, with parts of four companies of the Fifth Missouri 
Cavalry, numbering eighty-eight men, was on his trail. David 
and his cavalry were scouring the country between Fire 
Prairie and the Sni River when he noticed ominous mounted 
pickets observing his march from the hills near Sibley. He 
moved cautiously into the little town where he was given 
false information that the guerrillas, numbering three hun 
dred, were camped at a mill two miles west. Feeling himself 
outnumbered, the captain sent a messenger back to his post 
at Independence for reinforcements. He then moved his 
squadron toward Big Hill above Sibley with the idea of hold 
ing there until help should arrive. While carrying off this 
movement, he rode squarely into an ambush. Over a hun 
dred guerrillas rose from the brush and fired a volley into 
the blue-coated column. Captain David found himself sur 
rounded by wounded troopers, and horses. Somehow he man 
aged to get his men dismounted, had them draw sabers, and 
bravely led them into the timber against the guerrillas. A 
short hot fight followed, and again Union discipline told. 
QuantrilTs men fell back before David s carbines, leaving 
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behind, fatally wounded, one of their best boys, Richard 
Chiles. The partisans finally broke and retreated south, im 
pressing buggies and wagons to carry their wounded. Rein 
forced, stout Captain David followed them, and throughout 
the seventh carried on an indecisive running battle down to 
Pink Hill in southern Jackson County. The guerrillas scat 
tered and concentrated throughout the day, and toward eve 
ning turned north toward Independence. David and his men 
were forced to give up pursuit. The Fifth Cavalry troopers 
had been in the saddle for three days, and their captain wist 
fully reported: "We do not believe that guerrillas can ever be 
taken by pursuit; we must take them by strategy/ 16 

From October 8 to 16 Quantrill moved freely through 
Jackson County with some 150 men under his command. He 
was reported at a dozen different places, and Union posts 
were on continuous alert. On October 17 the guessing con 
cerning his whereabouts and plans ended. On the morning 
of that day he and his men, screaming and shooting, swooped 
across the prairie toward Shawneetown, Johnson County, 
Kansas. Just outside that community they ran into a Union 
wagon train proceeding toward Kansas City. Indian fashion, 
they circled the train, killed fifteen of the escort and drivers, 
scattered the rest, and burned the wagons. Entering Shawnee 
town, they shot ten men and looted and put torches to the 
stores and houses. For every house burned in Missouri one 
was to be burned in Kansas. Shawneetown was erased from 
the map, and the guerrillas dashed back into hiding in Mis 
souri. 17 

The Shawneetown raid was made primarily to obtain 
clothing, an item the guerrillas were chronically short of. As 
Confederate uniforms were not available to Quantrill and 
his men in 1865, even had it suited their purpose to wear 
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than, they developed a dress peculiar to themselves which 
became known up and down the border. Its distinguishing 
item was a "guerrilla shirt." This shirt, patterned after the 
hunting coat of the Western plainsman, was cut low in front, 
the slit narrowing to a point above the belt and ending in a 
rosette. The garment had four big pockets, two in the breast, 
and ranged in color from brilliant red to homespun butter 
nut. They were made by the mothers, wives, and sweethearts 
of the guerrillas, and many were elaborately decorated with 
colored needlework. 

With their brilliant shirts, wide-brimmed slouch hats of 
the plains, and mounted on the finest horses in western 
Missouri, Quanta-ill s boys made a colorful appearance. There 
were few beards on the faces of the guerrillas; most were too 
young, but this hirsute lack was made up for by abundant 
locks and curls which they wore to their shoulders. The real 
secret of their success in combat against their more numerous 
Union enemy, aside from their guerrilla tactics, lay in their 
superior weapon, the Colt revolving pistol. The revolver was 
the primary weapon of Quantrill s men, and there is abun 
dant evidence that they were deadly with this frontier 
weapon. It became customary for the guerrillas to carry from 
two to eight revolvers in their belts and on their saddles. 
These rapid firing, five- and six-shot weapons, in addition to 
the customary Sharps carbine, gave them a tremendous vol 
ume of fire power. As the majority of the Union cavalry on 
the border in 1862 was armed only with single-shot muzzle- 
loading carbines, or muskets anS sabers, Federal officers com 
plained continually of their weapons and begged for revolv 
ers OT their men. 

November 3 found Quantrill in camp on Big Creek in 
Cass County. Hie bracing fell weather was turning into the 
law gloom of a Missouri winter. It was decided that a move 
down to the Confederate army in Arkansas was advisable. 
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Quantrill mounted his men and they galloped south. At the 
same hour that Quantrill turned his band toward Arkansas, 
Colonel E. C. Catherwood, commanding the Sixth Missouri 
Cavalry at Harrisonville, had dispatched an ox-drawn mili 
tary train of thirteen wagons toward the Pacific railhead at 
Sedalia. Lieutenant Newby and twenty-two troopers of the 
Sixth were sent along as escort. The line of march of the 
train lay northeast across that of the guerrillas who were 
moving south between Harrisonville and Rose Hill. Held 
down to the crawl of the oxen, Newby and his men loafed 
along, not believing there was an enemy in the vicinity. Sud 
denly the train was surrounded by 150 yipping guerrillas 
who circled and closed in, Comanche fashion, until they 
swept over the defenders. Newby and four privates were cap 
tured, four soldiers and six teamsters were killed, three men 
were wounded, and the others dispersed. Quantrill burned 
the wagons, turned the oxen loose on the prairie, and went 
on south. 

Shortly after Colonel Catherwood had sent out his train, 
a scout came in to Harrisonville and informed him that 
Quantrill was moving down the county near Rose Hill. The 
Colonel knew at once that his train was liable to attack. He 
mounted all the available men at his post, 150, and galloped 
out toward Rose Hill where he found the smoking remnants 
of his wagons and the riddled bodies of his troopers and 
wagoneers. In savage anger he turned his column on the 
guerrilla trail, caught up with them, and in a fierce running 
fight, scattered them. Lieutenant Newby was cut free from 
his captors and rescued; six of Quantrill s men were shot or 
sabered. Catherwood chased the guerrillas until his horses 
were exhausted. 18 

Surprised by the violent Union counterattack, Quantrill 
spent hours collecting his men and then raced on down the 
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border through Bates and Vernon counties, avoiding the 
military posts at Butler and Nevada. On November 5 he was 
in northern Barton County where he fell in with Colonel 
Warner Lewis of the Confederate army with a group of three 
hundred recruits. Lewis and Quantrill decided to attack the 
Union post at Lamar, the county seat. Lamar was held by 
Captain Martin Breeden with a company of the Eighth Mis 
souri Cavalry who had been warned of a raid. Quantrill and 
Lewis planned a night attack, with the guerrillas charging 
the town from the north, the Confederate colonel from the 
south. 

At 10:00 P.M. Quantrill s men, their pistols blazing, roared 
down the pitch-dark streets of Lamar and on to the court 
house square. Warner Lewis and his men did not put in their 
appearance, and the guerrillas found Martin Breeden and 
his men waiting for them behind the brick walls of the forti 
fied courthouse. Milling around the square, Quantrill s men 
began to drop from their horses as shot after shot was fired 
into them from the dark windows of the structure. Quantrili 
kept up the attack for an hour and a half and then bitterly 
broke off the fight with six men dead and many wounded. In 
chagrin he set a third of the houses in Lamar on fire, and, 
carrying his wounded, limped off over the prairies to the 
south. The guerrilla chief was beginning to have his fill of 
fortified brick buildings. 10 

From Lamar Quantrill led his men west into Kansas, thus 
avoiding heavy Union troop concentrations waiting for him 
in Jasper and Newton counties. He then proceeded down the 
Foit Scott-Fort Gibson Road through the Osage Nation, and 
in mid-November joined Brigadier General John S* Marma- 
duke whom Hindman had made cavalry commander of the 
District of Arkansas. Quantrill and 150 men were assigned 
to Jo Shelby s Brigade at Cross Hollows, Arkansas, the re- 
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markable Shelby having been made a colonel for his summer 
exploits in Missouri. 20 

Energetic General Tom Hindman had been demoted from 
command of the Confederate Trans-Mississippi Department 
in July, 1862. His strictness in enforcing the draft, his ad 
ministrative skill in making Arkansas a vast training center, 
his promotion of guerrilla warfare in Missouri, and his am 
bitious plans for an active third front west of the Mississippi 
were too much for the Confederate powers at Richmond. He 
had been replaced by deaf, doddering Major General Theo- 
philus H. Holmes, who was awarded command of the vast 
Trans-Mississippi apparently in reward for his blunders at 
Malvern Hill. 21 "Old Granny Holmes," as he was disrespect 
fully called by his soldiers, had made Tom Hindman com 
mander of the army in northwestern Arkansas, and had given 
him orders to protect the state and forget about operations 
in Missouri. 

Hindman, Marmaduke, and Shelby welcomed Quantrill 
and his boys. In a departmental report concerning his activi 
ties in the summer of 1862, Tom Hindman frankly informed 
the Confederate Adjutant General of the success of his guer 
rillas and their type of warfare in Missouri and along the 
border, A portion of this report stated: "With the view to 
revive the hopes of loyal men in Missouri and to get troops 
from that State I gave authority to various persons to raise 
companies and regiments there and to operate as guerrillas. 
They soon became exceedingly active and rendered impor 
tant services, destroying wagon trains and transports, tearing 
up railways, breaking telegraph lines, capturing towns, and 
thus compelling the enemy to keep there a large force that 
might have been employed elsewhere." Hindman praised 
Quantrill as being "extremely zealous and useful/ and 
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added that "the victory won at Lone Jack by Colonels Cock- 
rell . . * aided by Captain Quantrill, was one of the most bril 
liant affairs of the war." 22 Quantrill glowed with pleasure at 
the reception he got, but he must have found out quickly 
that "Granny" Holmes at Little Rock had no sympathy for 
his grandiose plans for a vastly accelerated guerrilla war on 
the border. 

With the bloody haze of the past summer behind them the 
Union military authorities in Missouri paused for an ac 
counting of the guerrilla insurrection that had taken place. 
General Schofield had been replaced by Major General Sam 
uel R. Curtis on September 21, 1862, promoted and sent 
down to command operations in Arkansas. Schofield believed 
his military campaign had gone well. The partisan organiza 
tions of Porter, Poindexter, and Cobb had been destroyed, 
and Hays and Quantrill had left the border. However, the 
Union victories had been expensive in many ways. More 
than sixty thousand soldiers had been on duty in Missouri to 
fight an enemy that never numbered more than three or four 
thousand. Had it not been for the guerrilla war, these troops 
and the money required to support them would have been 
potentially available for use elsewhere where the Union was 
desperately pressed. In a social sense the summer war had 
created chaos in western and central Missouri, and had es 
tablished ugly patterns of military behavior and government 
that would bear ghastly fruit in 1863. In his usual candid 
way, General Schofield described the situation bluntly and 
precisely: "The border of Kansas and Missouri has been the 
scene of the most revolting hostilities during the past two 
years." 23 

Over in the Department of Kansas the departure of the 
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guerrillas southward relaxed public tension and gave the 
signal for new raids into Missouri. In mid-November the 
entire Twelfth Kansas Cavalry Regiment, four hundred 
strong, entered Jackson and Lafayette counties. Commanded 
by Colonel Charles W. Adams, and Lieutenant Colonel J. E. 
Hayes, the Twelfth Kansas was surrounded by Brigadier 
General Richard C. Vaughan with a large force of Union 
militia of the Central District. At cannon point the Kansans 
were forced to release forty Negroes, one hundred horses, six 
or eight ox teams and wagons, and several two-horse teams, 
all of which were loaded with the household goods of Mis 
souri farmers. The Twelfth Regiment was escorted to the 
state line at gunpoint. Adams and Hayes were arrested and 
sent to St. Louis with court-martial charges drawn against 
them, but General Sam Curtis restored them to duty. 24 
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AFTER reaching General Shelby s camp at Cross Hol 
lows in November, 1862, William Quantrill disap 
peared from the military scene for several months. 
Both Major John N. Edwards, who was Shelby s adjutant 
and the historian of his brigade, and William Connelley re 
port that the guerrilla leader went to Richmond in the win 
ter of 1862-1863 to obtain permission to raise a partisan 
ranger unit in Missouri. 1 It is certain that he was absent from 
his company during its service with the Fourth Missouri 
Confederate Cavalry. General Shelby stated that Quantriirs 
"famous company" was led by Lieutenant William H. Gregg 
at the battles at Cane Hill and Prairie Grove, Arkansas, and 
Springfield and Hartville, Missouri, between November, 
1862, and January, 1863^ At the battle of Prairie Grove, 
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Shelby was saved from capture by Frank James and others of 
Quantrill s band whom he gratefully remembered the rest of 
his life. 8 

It is most likely that General Holmes refused to counte 
nance QuantrilFs ambitious plans for a vast renewal of guer 
rilla warfare up the border and into Missouri or to recognize 
the partisan leader as more than a captain. It is also probable 
that "Granny" Holmes informed the guerrilla that under 
military regulations final approval for the type of organiza 
tion he proposed had to come from Richmond. At any rate, 
Quantrill did go to the Confederate capital during the winter 
of 1861-1862, and did obtain a commission authorized by 
Jefferson Davis. In the fall of 1863, when the guerrilla leader 
took his blood-drenched company down from Missouri to 
the Confederate lines in Texas, the warm welcome and praise 
that he had received from the generals of the Trans-Missis 
sippi in 1862 was not forthcoming in all instances. During 
Quantrill s numerous collisions with various Texas district 
commanders over orders issued to him, he several times pro 
duced his independent commission. For example, Brigadier 
General Henry E. McCulloch, who held the guerrilla in 
abhorrence, wrote General H. P. Bee, District of the Coast, 
on February 9, 1864, that "Captain Quantrill has been 
ordered to the coast and will send report to General Ma- 
gruder. His company could not have been moved to that 
point if I had not promised to use my influence to keep him 
in the independent partisan service to which he is entitled 
by his commission from the President/ 4 McCulloch was 
trying to get Quantrill and his men out of his Northern Sub- 
District, and his statement that the guerrilla had a commis 
sion for independent partisan service from "the President" 
could mean only that. 
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As the spring of 1863 returned to the western border, 
Quantrill prepared to leave the Confederate army in north 
western Arkansas for a renewal of his type of warfare. Up at 
his headquarters in St. Louis irritable Union General Sam 
Curtis made plans to receive him. To make certain that 
everyone on the border understood what the Union attitude 
toward the guerrilla was, Curtis published General Order 
Number Thirty on April 22, 1863. This order dealt in a 
prolix but highly definitive manner with the laws of war con 
cerning spies, partisans, brigands, guerrillas, and other people 
"disloyal 1 to the Union. The order was to guide military 
courts and commissions, and to instruct district commanders 
in establishing their own policies and directives. General 
Curtis defined the guerrilla as follows: 

4th. The Guerrilla Proper. Guerrillas proper may be defined 
as 

Troops not belonging to a regular army, consisting of volun 
teers, perhaps self-constituted, but generally raised . , . by in 
dividuals authorized to do so by the authority they acknowledge 
as their Government. They do not stand on the regular pay-roll 
of the army, or are not paid at all, take up arms or lay them down 
at intervals, and carry on petty war chiefly by raids, extortion, de 
struction, and massacre, and who cannot encumber themselves 
with many prisoners, and will, therefore, generally give no 
quarter. They are peculiarly dangerous, because they easily evade 
pursuit, and, by laying down their arms, become insidious ene 
mies, because they cannot otherwise subsist than by rapine, and 
almost always degenerate into simple robbers or brigands. 

Whoever shall be convicted as a guerrilla under this order shall 
suffer death, according to the usage of nations, by sentence of a 
military commission. 5 

Order Number Thirty was simply for the record; privately 
General Curtis had advised his subordinates that the guer- 
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rillas "deserve no quarters; no terms of civilized warfare. 
Pursue, strike, and destroy the reptiles. . . ." 6 

Sometime toward the latter part of April, 1863, Quantrill 
and his company left Shelby s brigade and started north up 
the border. This time all Union military posts were avoided, 
and the guerrillas kept their movement hidden. Suddenly 
they appeared in Lafayette County, where on May 5, 1863, 
Lieutenant Colonel Walter King of the Fourth Missouri 
Cavalry at Lexington reported that one of his spies had 
brought in information that Quantrill and his men were 
back. King stated that the master guerrilla was calling his 
men together, and, elevated in purpose through his winter 
association with the Confederate States army, was under 
orders from Sterling Price to annoy the Union forces in 
Kansas and western Missouri while the Confederacy invaded 
the southeast part of the state. King s report was accurate. In 
a very few days western Missouri began to blaze with guer 
rilla activity. The houses of Union men went up in flames, 
mails were robbed again and again, miles of telegraph wire 
between the Union posts were torn down, federal patrols 
were ambushed, bridges were burned, steamboats on the 
Missouri were attacked, and once again no man, soldier or 
civilian, felt his life or property safe. 7 

On May 24, 1863, General Schofield replaced General 
Curtis as commander of the Department of Missouri The 
renewal of guerrilla activity caused him to create two new 
districts to combat Quantrill. Onr June 9 by General Order 
Forty-eight Schofield set up the District of the Border and 
that of the Frontier. The District of the Border, where the 
guerrilla war was centered, was the state of Kansas and the 
two western tiers of Missouri counties north of the thirty- 
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eighth parallel and south of the Missouri River. The District 
of the Frontier was the rest of Kansas and the two western 
tiers of Missouri and Arkansas counties south of the same 
parallel. Brigadier General Thomas Ewing, Jr. was given 
command of the District of the Border; General James G. 
Blunt, that of the Frontier. Tom Ewing, brother-in-law of 
General William T. Sherman, had come to Kansas in the 
late 1850*5 to establish a law office at Leaven worth. Hand 
some, blue-eyed, dark-bearded, Ewing came from a politically 
prominent Ohio family, and had soon become active in Re 
publican politics in Kansas. Chief Justice of the Kansas Su 
preme Court, he had resigned in 1861 to accept a commission 
from Jim Lane to raise a regiment. The choice of Ewing to 
command western Missouri was unfortunate, even if politi 
cally expedient, for General Schofield. Essentially a brave 
and honest officer, General Ewing was at the time Lane s 
political creature, and was hence obliged to share his master s 
views concerning Missourians. His command of the District 
of the Border in 1863 was to earn him a lifelong reputation 
as a cruel villain. The District of the Frontier was given to 
General James G. Blunt, an abolitionist and a real fighter. 
Ewing set up his headquarters at Kansas City; Blunt made 
Fort Scott his headquarters. 

General Ewing quickly took stock of the conditions in his 
new district. He believed that the Missouri militia was too 
soft in dealing with the pro-Southern population of the area 
which was supporting the guerrillas in their war against the 
Union. He understood perfectly that the actual basis for the 
guerrilla insurrection was the civil population that supported 
the partisans. Witli his "loyal" Kansas troops he determined 
to eliminate that sympathetic population. This was the 
strategy that Jim Lane had long recommended. 

The General began by arresting and confining a consider 
able number of the wives, mothers, and sisters of some of the 
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most notorious members of Quantrill s band. From April to 
August, 1863, these women were picked up by Union soldiers 
in the towns and on the farms of Jackson, Lafayette, and Cass 
counties. They were jailed in certain buildings designated as 
military prisons in Kansas City. When they were charged 
with specific crime, it was for sheltering guerrillas or for 
buying percussion caps or clothing for them with stolen 
money. 8 The confinement of their women served only to 
enrage Quantriirs men and to crystalize their hatred of Tom 
Ewing. To make the situation worse, the Kansas City Jour 
nal carried several stories that the Union command was con 
sidering a drastic move to banish all guerrilla families from 
the area. 9 

Ewing soon recognized the impossibility of confining all 
of the families of the guerrillas. There simply was not enough 
prison space available. On August 3 he wrote to Schofield 
about the desperate situation, and proposed the wholesale 
removal of the guerrilla families from the western border. 
His letter is worth citing, for it set the scene for a series of 
bloody tragedies in the western war: 

SIR: About one half of the farmers in the border tier of counties 
of Missouri in my district, at different times since the war began, 
entered the rebel service. One-half of them are dead or still in 
the service; the other half, quitting from time to time the rebel 
armies, have returned to these counties. Unable to live at their 
homes if they would, they have gone to bushwacking, and have 
driven almost all avowed Unionists out of the country or to the 
military stations. And now, sometimes in squads of a dozen and 
sometimes in bauds of several hundred, they scour the country, 
robbing and killing those they think unfriendly to them, and 
threatening the settlements of the Kansas border and the towns 
and stations in Missouri. 

*K. C. Journal, April & 1865; Daily K. C. Journal, August 14, 15, 1863; 
McCorkle, Three Years With Quantrill, 78-79. 
Daily K. C. Journal, April 7, May 6, 1863. 
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So large a portion of the troops under my command are held 
fast, guarding the Kansas border and the towns and stations in 
Missouri, which are filled with refugees, that I cannot put in the 
field numbers equal to those of the guerrillas. From the character 
of the country and people, and the great vigilance of the enemy, 
and the secrecy of their movements, it is rarely practicable to sur 
prise them, and they will never fight unless all the odds are on 
their side, and they are too well mounted to be run down. 

About two thirds of the families on the occupied farms of that 
region are of kin to the guerrillas, and are actively and heartily 
engaged in feeding, clothing, and sustaining them. The presence 
of these families is the cause of the presence there of the guerril 
las. I can see no prospect of an early and complete end to the war 
on the border, without a great increase of troops, so long as those 
families remain there. While they stay there, these men will also 
stay, if possible. They know they cannot go home and live peace 
ably because of the fierce feeling against them among the loyal 
men of the border, who have suffered at their hands. Against these 
loyal men no amnesty now or hereafter can protect them. They 
will, therefore, continue guerrilla war as long as they remain, and 
will stay as long as possible if their families remain. I think that 
the families of several hundred of the worst of these men should 
be sent, with their clothes and bedding, to some rebel district 
south, and would recommend the establishment of a colony of 
them on the Saint Francis or White Rivers, in Arkansas, to which 
a steamboat can carry them direct from Kansas City. About one- 
half of them could take with them no provisions or money of any 
consequence, and would have to be temporarily supplied by Gov 
ernment. I think it would not do to send them north, because the 
men would not follow them, while if sent south the men will 
follow, I think, and there they can live at home if they wish, in 
safety, and can have amnesty, when the day of amnesty comes. ia 

On August 13, 1863, the Kansas City Journal informed its 
readers, among whom were the guerrillas, that General 
10 o. R., Series i, Vol. XXII, Part 2, p. 428. 
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Ewing had been at departmental headquarters in St. Louis 
to obtain authority and make arrangements for the banish 
ment of the families of Quantrill s men from Missouri. 

On August 14 a tragedy occurred in Kansas City that was 
to throw its shadow over the rest of the Civil War on the 
border; one that was to intensify the ferocious hatred of the 
guerrillas for the Union forces and to drive all humaneness 
from their minds. A large three-storied brick building which 
was being used as a prison for the guerrillas women col 
lapsed. Confined in the prison were Josephine, Mary, and 
Jennie Anderson, Susan Vandiver, Mollie Grindstaff, Mrs. 
Armena Whitsett Gilvey, Mrs. Christie McCorkle Kerr, 
Nannie Harris, Susan Munday, Martha Munday, and Mrs. 
Lou Munday Gray. Four of these girls were crushed to death, 
one was fatally injured, and the others were seriously hurt. 
One of the dead was Josephine Anderson, a sister of Bill 
Anderson, who was to become one of QuantrilFs most notori 
ous men. Mary Anderson, sixteen, was badly injured. Christie 
McCorkle Kerr, John McCorkle s sister, was also killed. Her 
brother and husband were with Quantrill, as were the 
brothers o Sue Vandiver, Armenia Gilvey, Mollie Grindstaff, 
and Nannie Harris. Sue Vandiver and Armenia Gilvey were 
also the cousins of Coleman and James Younger. The build 
ing in which the girls had been imprisoned was owned by the 
wife of painter George C. Bingham, and was located on a 
ravine in the "Metropolitan Block, McGee s Addition/ on 
Grand Avenue between i4th and isth Streets. 11 In a dilapi 
dated condition, its floors had been reinforced with wooden 
girders to keep it from falling. The first floor of the building 
was a liquor shop; the women were imprisoned on the second 
story. A large muttering crowd gathered around the dusty 
debris of the wrecked prison to listen to the screams of the 

11 Dotty K. C. Journal, August 14, 15, 1863; McCorkle, Three Years With 
76-77. 



LAWRENCE IS DESTROYED 

injured girls and watch the removal of the bodies. General 
Ewing called out his guard company to preserve order. In a 
matter o hours the dark rumor was passed about that Ewing 
had directed his soldiers to remove the girders under the 
structure in order to convert it into a deadfall for the de 
liberate purpose of murder. It was further reported that Dr. 
Joshua Thome, Kansas City post surgeon, had inspected the 
prison a day or so before it fell and had told the general that 
the women should be removed because of the dangerous con 
dition of the building. 12 

It is impossible to believe that Tom Ewing plotted the 
murder of the guerrillas women. They had been well treated 
and moved from the Union Hotel prison when it became 
crowded. There is evidence that he was careless of their safety 
in jailing them in the unsafe structure. A great many people 
would pay for this carelessness. 

When news of the tragedy in Kansas City reached Quan- 
trill s men in the brush, they were wild. Naturally, they be 
lieved the stories that Ewing and his men had undermined 
the prison in order to kill their female relatives. Their rage 
was increased when Union circles put out the completely 
unlikely tale that the women had been digging a tunnel to 
escape and had weakened the prison walls. 1 * 

Regardless of what caused the collapse of the Kansas City 
military prison, it had two shocking results. It tore the last 
thin covering of mercy from the hearts of QuantrilFs boys. 
More serious, from this moment on, Bill Anderson, who 
until now had been an unknown trooper in the guerrilla 
company, rose as a demonic leader. Quickly earning the name 
of "Bloody Bill," Anderson became insane because of the 
injury to his sisters, and his attitude toward all men who sup- 

12 Elmer L. Pigg, "Bloody Bill, Noted Guerrilla of the Civil War,** The 
Trail Guide (Kansas City, 1956), 20-21. 
i* Connelley, Quantrill* 501-502, 
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ported or served the Union was that of a homicidal maniac. 

On the day that the prison collapsed, General Schofield 
agreed to Ewing s plans to banish the guerrilla families, and 
directed him to do so, stating however: "On account of the 
expense and trouble necessarily attendant upon the carrying 
out of this plan, and also the suffering it may cause to chil 
dren and other comparatively innocent persons, the number 
to be transported should be as small as possible, and should 
be confined to those of the worst character/ 14 

On August 18, i86J|f General Order Number Ten was sent 
out from General Swing s headquarters at Kansas City. It 
was quite explicit and sealed the doom of many Union men 
and Lawrence, Kansas. In part, it stated: 

Such officers will arrest, and send to the district provost-marshal 
for punishment, all men (and all women not heads of families) 
who willfully aid and encourage guerrillas, with a written state 
ment of the names and residences of such persons and of the 
proof against them. They will discriminate as carefully as passible 
between those who were compelled, by threats or fears, to aid the 
rebels arid those who aid them from disloyal motives. The wives 
and children of known guerrillas, and also women who are heads 
of families and are willfully engaged in aiding guerrillas, will be 
notified by such officers to remove out of this district and out of 
the State of Missouri forthwith. They will be permitted to take, 
unmolested, their stock, provisions, and household goods. If they 
fail to remove promptly, they will be sent by such officers, under 
escort, to Kansas City for shipment south, with their clothes and 
such necessary household furniture and provision as may be 
worth removing. 15 

Order Number Ten was a final blow to Quantrill s boys, 
Those desperate, fear-crazed young men now knew that those 
persons dearest to them were to be forced from their homes 

i* &lt;X 7?., Series i, VoL XXII, Part 2, pp. 450-51. 

is o. R., Series i, Vol. XXII, Fart 2, pp. 460-61. Another paragraph of the 
order stated guerrillas who would lay down their arms might accompany their 
firnifto. 
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and banished, with little money and very few possessions, 
from Missouri. Coupled with the death of their women in 
Kansas City, Order Number Ten seemed to scream for re 
taliatory measures. In John McCorkle s words, "We could 
stand no more/ 16 

William Quantrill and his lieutenants had for some time 
planned a raid on Lawrence, in the eyes of the guerrillas the 
center of all their troubles and the home of their bitterest 
enemy, Senator Jim Lane. Now Lawrence was to be de 
stroyed. On August 17 and 18, 1863, Quantrill assembled his 
men on the farm of a Captain Perdee on Blackwater Creek, 
Johnson County, Missouri. On August 19 the guerrillas, 294 
men, rode west toward Lawrence. Enroute they were joined 
by Colonel John D. Holt, C.S.A., with 104 recruits, making 
their total strength about 450. 

It is easy to speculate on the thoughts of Quantrill and his 
men as they galloped west to sack Lawrence. Quantrill s 
crafty, twisted mind found pleasure, perhaps, in the oppor 
tunity to strike at the community which had made him an 
outlaw. He would make a great name for himself in the Con 
federacy by wiping out the most famous center of abolition 
ism in the United States. In Bill Anderson s mad, gleaming 
eyes there certainly could be seen the desire for blood re 
venge, a desire shared by John McCorkle, Nathan Kerr, and 
many, many others. George Todd a murderous killer, looked 
forward to a hot fight. William Gregg and other more mod 
erate men hoped to get money to distribute to the destitute 
families of the guerrillas. 17 And, as General Schofield after 
wards wrote President Lincoln, all sought vengeance for the 
"radical" measures the Union had initiated against them 
and their friends and relatives. 18 Behind these violent, un 
stable leaders rode a savage host of young men who would 

i McCorkle, Three Years With Quantrill, 78-79. 

IT Gregg Ms., 47-48. 

is o. R, f Series i, Vol. XXII, Part 2, pp. 482-83, 
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follow their orders and example with pleasure, boys who had 
resolved that if they and their people were to be harried from, 
the border, or the earth, they would take some Kansas ene 
mies with them. 

The death ride on Lawrence took two days. At dawn of 
August 20 Quantrill halted his men at the head of the middle 
fork of the Grand River near the Kansas line. Riding in a 
column of fours, the guerrillas crossed the line at the south 
east corner of Johnson County, Kansas, and then pressed on 
a mile south of Aubry. Alerted to the approach of the parti 
sans, Captain A. J. Pike, commanding the Union post there, 
brought out his two companies of cavalry, but when he saw 
Quantriirs strength, he did not resist him. Worse, the Kansas 
captain made no attempt to warn other posts of the large 
force moving westward into the state. As the sun sank on the 
twentieth, the guerrillas stopped to rest and graze their horses 
for an hour and then went on to Spring Hill. From that 
little settlement they turned northwest to Gardiner which 
they reached at 10:00 P.M. just as the moon went down. With 
the moon gone, the August night turned black and hot, and 
Quantrill impressed guides to take him on northward to 
ward Lawrence. Men were awakened on little Kansas farms, 
forced to lead the rushing column across the prairie, and, if 
identified by the guerrillas, killed. William Gregg stated 
that ten guides were shot that terrible night. As the raiders 
neared Lawrence, they stopped at the farm of Joseph Stone, 
whom George Todd recognized as the man who had caused 
his arrest at Independence at the outbreak of the war. Not 
wishing to make any noise, the guerrilla lieutenant took a 
musket and beat Stone to death. The silent column galloped 
en north and west toward Lawrence. 

Friday, August 21, 1863, dawned hot and clear. Quantriirs 
guerrillas halted briefly on the outskirts of Lawrence. The 
town of some two thousand people lay sleeping before them 
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in the haze of the Kaw River, completely unwarned o the 
dreadful force about to descend on it. The Missourians were 
formed in squadrons of forty-five. Bill Quantrill rode along 
the column and gave each unit its specific mission. Haggard 
and dusty after a two-day ride, the guerrilla chief still pre 
sented a handsome appearance. Wearing a black slouch hat 
with a gold cord, gray pants and cavalry boots, brown, highly 
decorated guerrilla shirt, and with four revolvers in his belt, 
his last order was always the same: "Kill every man big 
enough to carry a gun." 

Then, like a roaring tide, the guerrilla column poured 
into Lawrence from the southeast at the corner of Delaware 
and Adams streets. It split on Quincy and Rhode Island 
streets, and in a few minutes had the town enveloped. The 
first Kansan to die was the Reverend S. S. Snyder, sometime 
lieutenant of the Second Kansas Colored Infantry. Milking 
in his house yard, Snyder was shot dead under his cow. 

Quantrill, Bill Gregg, and one squadron galloped up Mas 
sachusetts Street, shooting right and left, to the Eldridge 
Hotel where they established a headquarters after robbing 
all the guests. The other guerrillas spread out over town 
carrying lists of those to be executed and houses to be 
burned. The Missourians knew most of their enemies. The 
recruiting camp of the Second Colored Regiment and the 
Fourteenth Cavalry on New Hampshire Street was overrun 
and seventeen new soldiers were pistoled to death, several in 
their blankets. One howling group of guerrillas went to 
Senator Jim Lane s new house. Quantrill planned to capture 
him and take him back to Missouri for a public hanging. 
The worthy Senator, wakened by rebel ydls a minute or so 
before the Missourians arrived at his place, vaulted from bed, 
thoughtfully removed the nameplate from his premises, and 
then raced to hiding in a nearby corn patch, his long night 
shirt floating behind him. The guerrillas ransacked his house, 
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took his gold sword and general s flag, and set the structure 
on fire. 

Then followed a diabolical, unpardonable massacre, one 
which has no parallel in the Civil War. Houses and buildings 
were looted, set on fire, and almost every Kansas man en 
countered was pistoled down. Saloons were broken into, and 
many of the guerrillas got drunk, raging up and down the 
streets with American flags, which they stole from a stationery 
store, tied to their horses tails. Some men of Lawrence were 
chased like rabbits and shot down. Others were torn from 
their homes and killed in cold blood before their wives and 
children. Many tried to hide and were burned in their 
houses. City Mayor Collamore secluded himself in his cistern 
and suffocated. In two hours at least 150 male citizens of 
Lawrence were killed, several only young boys. Not one 
Kansan sold his life dearly; there were no guerrilla casualties. 
Not one Lawrence woman was injured or physically violated. 

At nine o clock the blood bath ended. Scouts on Mount 
Oread, the highest elevation in town, reported Union troops 
approaching from the north and west. Quantrill gathered his 
men, and loaded with booty they roared out of the stricken, 
blazing village to the south. One hundred and eighty-five 
buildings had been destroyed, including most of the business 
district. The hated newspapers, the Journal, Tribune, and 
Republican had been burned out, along with other property 
worth two million dollars. Eighty widows and 250 orphans 
were left crying in the dusty streets. Hated Lawrence was 
almost wiped from the map. 

Unfortunately, only a few acts of mercy on the part of the 
raiders could be recorded. Confederate Colonel John Holt 
took no part in the massacre and protected several men. 
Here and there guerrillas helped women remove furniture 
from burning homes. A widow s house was spared. For the 
most part, however, Quan trill s men were simply berserkers. 
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Only one lost his life, drunken Larkin Skaggs, who stayed 
behind and was shot by an Indian. A mob tore his body apart 
later in the day. By nightfall of August 22 the exhausted 
guerrillas were back in Missouri and disbanded, pursued by 
most of the Union forces in eastern Kansas and western Mis 
souri. Only a few were caught, and they were promptly 
executed. 19 

The butchery at Lawrence shocked the whole nation. 
President Lincoln called on General Schofield for an expla 
nation of the frightful event. Kansas Governor Thomas 
Carney informed the general that he held all Missouri re 
sponsible for the raid, as so large a number of guerrillas could 
not have been raised without common knowledge of their 
plans. Senator Jim Lane called for a general retaliatory in 
vasion of Missouri, and held hysterical mass meetings to re 
cruit men for the purpose. Schofield tried to mollify Carney 
by explaining that he Could not exterminate Quantrill with 
out five times the cavalry available to him. He also met with 
Senator Lane, and earned his undying hatred by stoutly in 
forming him that Kansas troops would not be allowed to 
enter Missouri for general revenge. In Missouri the Lawrence 
massacre was taken up by politicians, and Governor Gamble 
and General Schofield were accused by the Radical Republi 
cans of backing Quantrill. A delegation from the United 
States Congress, headed by Lane, saw Lincoln and unsuccess 
fully demanded General Schofield s removal. 20 

Jim Lane held General Tom Ewing even more responsible 
than Schofield for the Lawrence raid. Lane helped Ewing 
draw up General Order Number Eleven, and bluntly to 

r 

him that he would be a "dead dog" politically and 



i* For details of the Lawrence raid see O. R., Series i, Vol. XXII, Part i, 
pp. 583-85, 572-91; Connelley, Quantrill, 303-595. 

20 O. R. f Series i, Vol. XXII, Part i, pp. 572-78; St. Louis Republican, Aug 
ust 28, 1863; St. Louis Democrat, August 24, 1863. 
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if he failed to enforce It. Ewing did as he was instructed, but 
he and Lane were afterwards bitter enemies. 21 Order Num 
ber Eleven, issued from E wing s headquarters at Kansas City 
on August 25, 1863, completed the ruin of western Missouri* 
It forced the removal of all people in Jackson, Cass, Bates, 
and half of Vernon County, living more than a mile from 
Union military posts. The Missourians were required to 
vacate the area within fifteen days. The Fifteenth Kansas 
Cavalry, with the hated Doc Jennison in command, helped to 
enforce the order, and the revenge-seeking Jayhawkers burned 
all houses, food, and forage. Jennison and the cavalry robbed 
and murdered while performing their official duties, and 
their acts were so brutal that George Bingham later per 
petuated their violence in his famous painting "Order Num 
ber Eleven," in which Tom Ewing is also a central figure. In 
two weeks western Missouri was desolated as old men, 
women, and children were banished from their homes- Only 
six hundred persons were left in Cass County which had had 
a population of ten thousand before the war; fewer persons 
were left in Bates than in Cass. The Union arson was so 
thorough that only mournful stone chimneys could be seen 
for hundreds of miles, and for years the area was called the 
"Burnt District/ The people of Lafayette, Henry, and Jack 
son counties were also so abused by Ewing s soldiers that 
Schofield was finally forced to remove them from the District 
of the Border and put them under Egbert Brown s Central 
District. 22 The condition of the banished Missourians was so 
pitiful that it turned even the hardest Union heart. On Sep 
tember tenth Colonel Bazel Lazear, commanding the post at 
Lexington, wrote his wife: "It is heart sickening to see what 
I have seen since I have been back here. A desolated country 
and men & women and children, some of them allmost [sic] 

21 Connelley, Quantrzll, 417-18. 

22 O. R., Series i, Vol. XXII, Part 2, pp, 570-71. 
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naked. Some on foot and some in old wagons. Oh God." 28 
In spite of the tragedy he had brought to the border, 
Quantrill remained exhilarated and active. By September 3 
he was back in Jackson County with two hundred men, 
skirmishing with the Kansans and attacking the Missouri 
steamboats Mars, Marcella, and Fannie Ogden. On October i, 
1863, he called his men together in Johnson County prepara 
tory to moving toward winter haven in Texas. Some four 
hundred guerrillas reported to him at Perdees, and were 
formed into four companies captained by William Gregg, 
George Todd, Bill Anderson, and David Pool. 24 This force 
moved rapidly south, passing west of Carthage in Jasper 
County. They met no opposition as man or domesticated 
animal no longer lived on the devastated border. 

28 Vivian K. McLarty (ed.), "The Civil War Letters of Colonel Bazd Lazear," 
Missouri Historical Review, Vol. XLIV, No. 4 (July, 1950), 390. 

2* Gregg Ms., 78. See also O. R., Series i, VoL XXII, Part i, pp. 700-701, in 
which Quantrill reports other captains, "Estes, Garrett, and Brinker." 
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ON October 6 Quantrill s column reached Union Fort 
Baxter near Baxter Springs, Kansas, at the edge of 
the Indian nations. This post was held by two com 
panies of the Third Wisconsin Cavalry and one of the Sec 
ond Kansas Colored Infantry. The advance guard of the 
guerrillas decided to attack, and in one desperate charge was 
beaten off the sod walls of the fort. While the unsuccessful 
attack on Fort Baxter was taking place, Quantrill was in 
formed that a train of ten wagons was approaching from the 
north. With half of his command he moved out to meet it. 
As luck would have it, the train approaching the fort was 
convoying General James G. Blunt, the swarthy, tough, 
Union commander of the District of the Frontier, from Fort 
Scott to Fort Gibson. Blunt was guarded by a hundred men 
of the Third Wisconsin and Fourteenth Kansas Cavalry. He 
had with him in a wagon his band, and was accompanied by 

128 
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his adjutant, Major H. Z. Curtis, the son of Major General 
Samuel R. Curtis. A woman also rode with the general in his 
buggy, Mrs. Chester Thomas, the wife of an army contractor 
on the way to join her husband. 

Quantrill and 2150 of his men formed a line of battle across 
the path of the approaching train. As many of the guerrillas 
were dressed completely or partially in Union uniforms, 
General Blunt decided that they were an honor guard from 
Fort Baxter, sent out to meet him. He had his cavalry escort 
dress its ranks, and trotted on toward Quantrill at a leisurely 
pace. When Blunt s men were sixty yards away, the guerrillas 
fired a volley into them and launched a screaming charge. 
The Union cavalry fled in wild disorder. Seventy-nine of the 
hundred troopers were run down and killed, including all 
of the bandsmen and Major Henry Curtis. No prisoners were 
taken. General Blunt and Mrs. Thomas jumped from their 
buggy onto horses and escaped in a wild race. Mrs. Thomas, 
her feet in stirrup straps, rode astride, an unheard of position 
for ladies of that day. She was not, of course, shot at. The 
deadly revolvers of the guerrillas had paid heavy dividends, 
for in addition to his dead, Blunt had eight men wounded 
(who escaped) and five missing. Nine Union soldiers were 
also killed and ten wounded in Fort Baxter. The guerrillas 
had only three men killed and four wounded in the affair. 
Bill Quantrill and his men were jubilant. In addition to the 
capture of ten loaded wagons, they had taken a fine ambu 
lance and all of Blunt s official correspondence, including his 
commissions. Quantrill carried off the general s sword and 
two stands of Union colors. Best of all, they believed one of 
the dead on the field to be General Blunt. In this they were 
mistaken, but there were no Union prisoners alive to inform 
them of their error. The guerrillas looted the train and then 
burned it. Placing a seriously wounded companion, John 
Koger, in the ambulance, they thundered on down the old 
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Texas road into the Indian nations. Between Baxter Springs 
and the Canadian River they killed 150 Union Indians and 
Negroes who were gathering ponies. On October 12, 1862, 
they entered the Confederate lines and joined General 
Douglas H. Cooper and his Indian soldiers on the Canadian. 1 

Anxious that his glittering victory should be known, Quan- 
trill on October 13 wrote Sterling Price, who was at Camp 
Bragg, Arkansas, about his exploits. The guerrilla used glow 
ing and detailed terms in describing General Blunt s defeat 
and supposed death, but made no mention at all about the 
tragic butchery at Lawrence. Indeed, he dismissed the whole 
subject with a paragraph at the end of his letter which stated: 
"At some future day I will send you a complete report of my 
summer s campaign on the Missouri River." He signed him 
self as "Colonel, Commanding, fee. * 2 

Quantrill and his men remained with General Cooper a 
few days to rest, and then rode on south, crossing the Red 
River at Colbert s Ferry. A winter camp was set up on Min 
eral Creek, approximately fifteen miles northwest of Sher 
man, Texas, and the guerrilla leader began to renew his asso 
ciation with the Confederate army. 

Major General Sterling Price was delighted with "Colonel" 
Quantrill s report concerning Baxter Springs, but he had 
reservations about what the guerrilla had done during the 
preceding summer months. On November 2, 1863, he dis 
patched the following letter to Quantrill: 

Col. WILLIAM C. QUANTRILL, 
Commanding Cavalry: 

COLONEL: I am desired by Major-General Price to acknowledge 
the receipt of your report of your march from the Mi5souri River 
to the Canadian, and that he takes pleasure in congratulating 

1 O. R., Series i, Vol. XXII, Part i, pp. 688-701. 

2 O. R., Series i, Vol. XXH, Part i, pp, 700-701. 
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you and your gallant command upon the success attending it. 
General Price is very anxious that you prepare the report of your 
summer campaign, alluded to by you, at as early a date as prac 
ticable, and forward it without delay, more particularly so as he 
is desirous that your acts should appear in their true light before 
the world, In it he wishes you to incorporate particularly the 
treatment to which the prisoners belonging to your command 
received from the Federal authorities; also the orders issued by 
General Blunt or other Federal officers regarding the disposition 
to be made of you or your men if taken or vanquished. He has 
been informed that orders of a most inhuman character were is 
sued. Indeed, he has some emanating from those holding sub 
ordinate commands, but wants to have all the facts clearly por 
trayed, so that the Confederacy and the world may learn the 
murderous and uncivilized warfare which they themselves in 
augurated, and thus be able to appreciate their cowardly shrieks 
and howls when with a just retaliation the same "measure is 
meted out to them." He desires me to convey to you, and through 
you to your command, his high appreciation of the hardships you 
have so nobly endured and the gallant struggle you have made 
against despotism and the oppression of our State, with the con 
fident hope that success will soon crown our efforts. 

I have the honor to remain, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

MACLEAN, 

Major and Assistant 
Adjutant General* 

General Price wrote Missouri Governor Thomas C. Reyn 
olds, who had taken office at Claiborne Jackson s death, at his 
"capital" at Marshall, Texas, on the same date. Stating that 
the guerrillas were down from Missouri, and enclosing a copy 
o QoantrilFs report, Price praised him warmly: "Colonel 
Quantrill has now with him some 350 men of that daring 
and dashing character which has made the name of Quantrill 
so feared by our enemies, and have aided so much to keep 

a O, R., Series i, Vol. LIU, 908. 
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Missouri, though overrun by Federals, identified with the 
Confederacy/ 4 

The general added that the guerrillas were not willing to 
join regular Confederate forces since many of them had de 
serted from the commands of Generals Holmes and Hind- 
man the previous winter because they had been bored with 
inactivity. Quanta-ill s men also were afraid to serve under 
Confederate officers who might make mass surrenders, as they 
had been outlawed by the Union and were subject to execu 
tion if captured. 

Quite obviously Sterling Price admired the guerrillas, but 
knowing what had actually taken place at Lawrence, he was 
anxious, if possible, to justify their acts, even to putting 
exculpating words in their mouths. Price s anxiety for Quan- 
trill to appear in the best light possible was probably based 
on a desire to make his guerrillas acceptable to Lieutenant 
General Edmund Kirby Smith, who had taken over com 
mand of the Trans-Mississippi from old General Holmes. 
The previous summer Kirby Smith had written Governor 
Reynolds that the guerrilla war in Missouri was only entail 
ing new persecution and misery for "our friends there," 
without advancing the Confederate cause in the slightest. 5 

Before writing to Quantrill on November 3, General Price 
had done a little detective work concerning the legal status 
of the guerrillas* organization. On October 28 he had com 
municated with Governor Reynolds concerning the matter. 
Reynolds had answered his letter on the thirtieth from 
Shreveport, Louisiana, giving his views. First, the governor 
informed Price, * Colonel" Quantrill was not, and had never 
been, a military officer of the state of Missouri. Second* the 
guerrilla was not known as a Confederate officer at Trans- 
Mississippi Headquarters, Third, he felt that Quantrill and 

* O. R. f Series i, Vol. LHI, 907-908, 

o O. R^ Series i, VoL XXII, Part 2, p. 855. 
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his men should join the Confederate army, and should so do 
under no stipulations as to type of service or the honorable 
re-enlistment of deserters. But, Tom Reynolds added, he 
would like to see Quantrill, and to use him, as he always had 
a Missouri campaign in mind. 6 On October 31 Governor 
Reynolds wrote a Judge Watkins that Quantrill had arrived 
in north Texas "like an elephant won at a raffle/ and that no 
one knew what to do with him or his men. 7 

Because of Quantrill s victory over feared and dangerous 
General Blunt, he was, when he first arrived in Texas in the 
fall of 1863, an object of curiosity and approbation. On Oc 
tober fifteenth Brigadier General William Steele, command 
ing the District of the Indian Territory, wrote Brigadier 
General Henry McCulloch of the Northern Sub-District of 
Texas that he was anxious to meet Quantrill. Steele believed 
that the guerrilla was better posted regarding the disposition 
of Union forces in Missouri and western Arkansas than any 
one else. 8 On the same date Major General J. Bankhead 
(Prince John) Magruder, commanding the entire District of 
Texas, published a general order congratulating "Colonel 
W. C. Quantrill" for defeating Blunt at Baxter Springs. 9 

Other Confederate officers, however, not so pragmatic as 
Price, Steele, and Magruder, began to eye Quantrill and his 
blood-drenched gang with something akin to horror when 
their deeds became known. General Henry McCulloch, who 
commanded the sub-district which Quantrill and his men 
entered when they first reached Texas, seems to have been 
the first general officer to have serious doubts as to the guer 
rilla s ornamentation to the Confederate service. On Octo- 

* Reynolds Manuscript Collection, Numbered Letter Books of Thomas C. 
Reynolds, Library of C&ngress. Hereinafter cited Letter Book. This citation, 
Letter Book, 4465, 171-72. 

* Letter Book, 4463. 

* O. R., Series i, Vol. XXII, Part 2, p. 1046. 

O. JL, Series i, VoL XXVI, Part a, pp. 339-40. 
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ber 22, 1863, he expressed his official feelings in a letter to 
Captain Edmund P. Turner, Assistant Adjutant General of 
the Trans-Mississippi: 

CAPTAIN: A good many of Colonel QuantrilTs command have 
come into this sub-district, and it is said he is now within it. He 
has not reported here, and I do not know what his military status 
is. I do not know as much about his mode of warfare as others 
seem to know; but, from all I can learn, it is but little, if at all, 
removed from that of the wildest savage; so much so, that I do 
not for a moment believe that our Government can sanction it in 
one of her officers. Hence, it seems to me if he be an officer of our 
army, his conduct should be officially noticed, and if he be not an 
officer of our army, his acts should be disavowed by our Govern 
ment, and, as far as practicable, he be made to understand that 
we would greatly prefer his remaining away from our army or its 
vicinity. 

I appreciate his services, and am anxious to have them; but 
certainly we cannot, as a Christian people, sanction a savage, in 
human warfare, in which men are to be shot down like dogs, 
after throwing down their arms and holding up their hands 
supplicating for mercy. 

This is a matter to which I wish to call the attention of our 
commanding generals, and with regard to which I desire their 
advice and instructions as early as practicable. 10 

On November i McCulloch further informed Turner that 
although "it may be said that Quantrill will help you/ he 
had little confidence in men who fought for booty and whose 
mode of warfare was like that of the savages* 11 

Kirby Smith believed that he had found a use for Quantrill 
by the beginning of November. General McCullochY com 
mand had been plagued by gangs of deserters. General Smith 
proposed that Quantrill and his men be used as a police 
company to capture them and bring in conscripts. This was a 

10 o. R. f Series i, Vol. XXVI, Part 2, p. 348- 

II O. R., Series i, Vol. XXVI, Part 2, p. 379. 
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rather unusual proposition, but possibly Kirby Smith be 
lieved in the old axiom that it takes a thief to catch a thief. 
He also gratuitously advised McCulloch about QuantrilTs 
boys: 

They are bold, fearless men, and, moreover, from all representa 
tions, are under very fair discipline. They are composed, I un 
derstand, in a measure of the very best class of Missourians. They 
have suffered every outrage in their person and families at the 
hands of the Federals, and, being outlawed and their lives for 
feited, have waged a war of no quarter whenever they have come 
in contact with the enemy. Colonel Quantrill, I understand, will 
perform that duty, provided rations and forage are issued to his 
men and horses; this you are authorized to order. In the event 
you have no immediate service for him and his command, direct 
him to report in person at these headquarters* 12 

Henry McCulloch evidently decided Quantrill would be 
of small assistance to him in his district problem, for the 
guerrilla leader went to Shreveport to report to General 
Smith. On November 19 Smith advised McCulloch that 
"Captain" Quantrill was leaving his headquarters and was to 
report to the general at Bonham before joining his command. 
On November 21 Smith advised McCulloch again to use 
Quantrill and his men in rounding up deserters. 13 

While the generals of the Trans-Mississippi were trying to 
fit Quantrill into their formal military establishment, things 
were not going well for the guerrilla chieftain at his camp on 
Mineral Creek. The Texas winter of 1863-1864 saw the dis 
solution of his original force and his decline as a leader. The 
reasons for QuantriU s downfall were varied, and their de 
tails have been lost in the passage of time. In the first place, 
if Bill Quantrill refused to place himself under Confederate 
army authority, his men were reluctant to give him the status 

12 O. R., Series i, Vol. XXVI, Part 2, pp. 382-83. 

ia O. JL, Series i, VoL XXII, Part 2, pp. 1072-73; O. R., Series i, VoL XXVI, 
Part 2, pp. 430-31. 
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and obedience due a Confederate captain. Quantrill simply 
could not maintain discipline without accepting discipline 
himself. Secondly, his men began to realize that their leader, 
their hero, was viewed with disgust and horror, rather than 
with praise, by many regular Confederate officers. By Decem 
ber, 1863, Bill Quantrill could no longer control his wild 
young subordinates. 

Bill Anderson and his company were the first to defect, 
and this could be expected in view of the personality of this 
strange young man. Anderson, now known as "Bloody Bill" 
from Missouri to Texas, was to take Quantrill s place in 
notoriety in 1864. His terrible demoniac deeds were to far 
exceed those of his captain. In the annals of the border Bill 
Anderson is truly a mysterious figure, for little is known 
about the background of this terrible young man, and his 
career at war was brief. By all accounts "Bloody Bill" was 
the most handsome of QuantrilFs guerrillas. Tall, sinewy, 
lithe, with long dark hair which curled and fell to his 
shoulders, Anderson had prominent cheek bones, and large, 
piercing blue eyes which literally blazed with emotion. An 
elegant dresser and a dashing figure on horseback, there is 
little doubt that he was at times insane. Unlike Quantrill, 
who went into battle with murderous calmness, Anderson 
approached his enemy crying and frothing at the mouth. 14 

Bill Anderson was reared and educated at Huntsville, the 
county seat of Randolph County, Missouri. As a young boy 
he had moved with his father, his brother Jim, and his three 
sisters to an area near Council Grove, Kansas, where the 
family was at once caught up in the border war. Bill s father 
was killed in some forgotten foray, and he and his brother 
joined the guerrillas. 15 In a letter to the editors of the Lexing 
ton, Missouri, newspapers on July 7, 1864, Anderson made 

i* Gregg Ms., 90; St. Louis Democrat, November 14, 1864* 
is Columbia, Missouri, Statesman* July 22, 1864. Hereinafter cited States 
man; O. R., Series i, VoL XLJ, Part 2, pp. 209, 216, 217. 
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the following statement concerning his family and his reasons 
for being a guerrilla: 

I have chosen guerrilla warfare to revenge myself for wrongs that 
I could not honorably revenge otherwise. I lived in Kansas when 
this war commenced. Because I would not fight the people of 
Missouri, my native State, the Yankees sought my life, but failed 
to get me. Revenged themselves by murdering my father, destroy 
ing all my property, and since that time murdered one of my 
sisters and kept the other two in jail twelve months. 16 

In view of "Bloody Bill s" remorseless savagery on the 
border during the summer and fall of 1864, these remarks 
explain a great deal. He gave every indication of being moti 
vated solely by an insane desire for revenge against all Union 
men. He killed every man he saw dressed in a blue uniform, 
every man who supported the Union cause. 

Anderson s separation from Quantrill at the Mineral Creek 
camp seems to have come as the result of romance. In his 
early twenties Bill fell in love with and married a Miss Bush 
Smith of Sherman. Evidently feeling that the town offered 
more private and comfortable possibilities for connubial bliss 
than the rough Mineral Creek camp, Bill moved to Sher 
man. 17 His company came with him, and while Bill pursued 
Venus, it was commanded by eighteen-year-old Archie 
Clement from Kingsville, Johnson County, Missouri, Ander 
son s lieutenant and personal executioner. Archie Clement 
was a gunman in the true frontier sense. Small, blonde, grey 
eyed, with a perpetual smile on his face, he knew and obeyed 
only one master, Bloody Bill Anderson. When Anderson said 
"kill," Archie Clement killed, with pistol or knife. An un 
feeling savage, this child soldier scalped and mutilated his 
victims when it pleased him. As fearless as Anderson, "Little 

O. R., Series i, Vol. XLI, Part 2, p. 75. 
** CoeneHey, Qnantritt, 439. 
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Archie" Clement was as vicious and as cruel a boy as ap 
peared on the frontier. 

Archie was not much of a company commander. Ander 
son s boys rioted night and day in Sherman. Their favorite 
sport was shooting up the town, and in a few weeks they had 
riddled most of the steeples, signs, and saloon doors in Sher 
man. Drunk on Christmas Day, 1863, tihey ^ode their horses 
into Ben Christian s hotel and broke up all the lobby furni 
ture. Holding their revolvers in their hands, they had their 
pictures made, but when they saw the proofs, they demolished 
the photographer s equipment. When they sobered up, they 
sheepishly paid for the damage, but they soon made a bad 
name for themselves, and every crime committed in wild 
north Texas was laid to them. When the citizens of Sherman 
and the surrounding countryside complained about them to 
General McCulloch at Bonham, Bloody Bill rode down and 
informed the general that Quantrill s boys were the guilty 
parties. 18 On February 3, 1864, McCulloch wrote his immedi 
ate superior, General Magruder, in disgust: 

Quantrill will not obey orders and so much mischief is charged 
to his command here that I have determined to disarm, arrest, 
and send his entire command to you or General Smith. This is 
the only chance to get them out of this section of country, which 
they have nearly ruined, and I have never yet got them to do any 
service. 

They regard the life of a man less than you would that of a 
sheep-killing dog, Quantrill and his men are determined never 
to go into the army or fight in any general battle, first, because 
many of them are deserters from our Confederate ranks, and next, 
because they are afraid of being captured, and then because it 
won t pay men who fight for plunder. They will only fight when 
they have all the advantage and when they can run away when 
ever they find things too hot for them. I regard them as but one 

* Quantrill , 440-41. 
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shade better than highwaymen, and the community believe that 
they have committed all the robberies that have been committed 
about here for some time, and every man that has any money 
about his house is scared to death, nearly, and several moneyed 
men have taken their money and gone where they feel more 
secure. 19 

McCulloch was completely soured on Quantrill, but on 
February 9, in his previously mentioned letter to General 
Bee, he admitted that he could do little with the guerrilla 
because of his independent presidential commission. 

With Anderson and Quantrill at odds, Lieutenant William 
Gregg departed. Sobered over the butchery of Lawrence and 
the lack of discipline of the guerrillas in Texas, Gregg left 
Quantrill in November, 1863, to become a captain in Shank s 
Regiment, Shelby s Brigade of the Confederate States army. 20 
Quantrill had only George Todd left, and that young lieu 
tenant was showing signs of restlessness and jealousy. Appar 
ently Todd had just become more popular with the guerrillas 
than Quantrill, and fancied himself a better leader. Even less 
is known about George Todd than Bill Anderson. According 
to John N. Edwards, who knew most of the guerrillas per 
sonally, he was born in Scotland. As a boy he had killed a 
man in his native country, had fled to Canada, and eventually 
to Jackson County, Missouri. He and his father were bridge 
and railroad contractors there before the war. Todd had got 
ten in trouble with the law at Independence and had joined 
Quantrill in December, 1861- A round-faced, taciturn, 
ferocious boy, blonde-headed George Todd was fearless and 
a tough guerrilla. He rode back to Missouri with Quantrill 
in the spring of 1864, but at the first opportunity he struck 
out with an independent command. 21 

* O. R., Series i, Vol. XXXIV, Part 2, pp. 941-945. 
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On March 10, 1864, Governor Tom Reynolds wrote Quan- 
trill that he had obtained permission for him to leave Texas. 
In a letter to the guerrilla, who was at Sherman, the governor 
of Missouri advised him: 

General Smith is sending instructions partly at my suggestion to 
allow you to proceed within the enemy lines. I strongly suggest 
that you refuse to accept any deserter from the Army of Ark. and 
that you establish a regular command in the regular Confederate 
service, that you follow all the rules of war and abandon the "no 
quarter" system you say was forced on you. The history of guer 
rilla leaders is that they always fail or are killed. You have bril 
liant ability and can if you do properly look forward to a high 
future. 22 

Reynolds was prophetic. Quantrill was to be killed little 
more than a year later, and at the time the governor wrote, 
his command was falling apart. 

The spring of 1864 came on slowly in northern Texas. At 
Mineral Springs Quantrill and surly George Todd watched 
the grass turn green and planned their movement north. At 
Sherman wild-eyed Bill Anderson and smiling Archie 
Clement made similar preparations. Down at Bonham Gen 
eral McCulloch secretly prayed for the return of the grass 
so that these troublesome boys would move out of his com 
mand. The entire Trans-Mississippi Confederacy was ready 
to wash its hands of the guerrillas-^or the time being. 

M Letter Book, 4464, pp. 119-20. 
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AS tragic and cruel as the guerrilla insurrection was in 
Missouri between 1861 and 1865, its principal injury 
to the people lay in consequential rather than im 
mediate factors. To be sure, several thousand Missourians 
lost their lives and property as a direct result of the war, but 
many more suffered because of the complete abrogation of 
their civil rights. At the present day, when there is apprehen 
sion in some circles concerning the weakening of civil law 
and individual rights and liberty, it is interesting to examine 
the conditions which existed when the people of an entire 
state had all the protection afforded them by law and the 
Constitution stripped away for a period of nearly four years. 
The primary evils of the guerrilla insurrection came as a 
result of sequential events that began in the first days of the 
struggle for the state. As has been indicated, the Union mili 
tary commanders of Missouri assumed that widespread dis 
loyalty to the federal government abounded in 1861. This 
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assumption, which seems to have been largely erroneous, led 
to military occupation, and, from available evidence, the 
harshness with which the occupation was accomplished con 
tributed greatly to the very unrest the Union captains sus 
pected and feared. The first overt reaction to military occu 
pation took the form of guerrilla warfare. As irregular 
partisan conflict spread, it, in turn, weakened civil law and 
order, and caused the Union military authorities to enact a 
series of severe punitive measures against the people. 

In a real sense the Union military command faced a con 
fusing problem in Missouri during the war. There were 
^ numerous people disloyal to the Union throughout the State, 
and there were even more, who if forced to take sides, would 
become disloyal. There was the baffling question as to the 
definition of loyalty itself, and also the question of the depth 
and degree of deviation from this definition. There was the 
vexing riddle of the various types and shades of disloyalty, 
and the matter of measures to be taken against men in each 
instance. There was the problem of guilt; guilt by active 
resistance to authority, guilt by past act, utterance, and asso 
ciation; guilt by blood relationship and marriage, and guilt 
suggested by informers or by mischievous or revengeful peo 
ple. And, of course, if there was guilt, there had to be evi 
dence and punishment appropriate to every case. To further 
complicate the situation, the Union command also had as its 
responsibility a very large population that was loyal to the 
Union. This population had to be protected, supported 
where possible in its governmental functions, and often 
catered to or resisted in its own serious factional differences* 
All in all the military government of Missouri between 
1861 and 1865 required great ability and understanding. 
Unfortunately, ineptness, confusion, and excess as often 
characterized that government, and the generals who headed 
it, as did the finer qualities of justice, temperance, and good 
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sense. Abraham Lincoln s magnificent personality and sense 
of calm fairness was demonstrated again and again in Mis 
souri, as he directed the correction of evils and outlined 
decent administrative policies for his military subordinates 
there. However, Lincoln was far removed from the scene, and 
most of his efforts were spent in remedying conditions caused 
by initially faulty or weak governmental policies. 

The absolute power of the Union military government be 
tween 1861 and 1865 wa $ based on martial law. At the begin 
ning of the Civil War the concept of the application of 
martial law was poorly defined, and there had been few in 
stances of its use in the United States to that time. 1 Actually, 
martial law was not mentioned in the Constitution or statutes 
of the nation, nor was much light thrown upon the subject 
by the constitutions or laws of the states of the Union. 2 To 
be sure, the Constitution did state positively that the privi 
lege of the writ of habeas corpus could not be suspended 
except in case of rebellion or invasion when the public 
safety would demand it. The Constitution did not, however, 
mention by whose authority the vital writ might be sus 
pended. Without the suspension of habeas corpus martial 
law could not be effective, for martial law overrules and re 
places civil law and civil courts wherever applied. There 
were, then, neither common nor statute sources concerning 
the application of martial law available to the Union com 
manders of Missouri beyond the fact that it lay implied in 
their office, that it could exist only through suspension of the 
writ of habeas corpus, and that that writ could be revoked 
only when the public safety demanded it because of invasion 
or rebellion. 8 

1 Henry W. Halleck, International Lam; or Rules Regulating the Inter 
course of States in Peace and War (New Yoik, 1861), 379. 

2 James G. Randall, Constitutional Problems Under Lincoln (New York, 
London, 1926), 118-39. 

sHaHeek, International Law, 373. 
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The first military commander to apply martial law in Mis 
souri was General Fremont. In August, 1861, Fr6mont issued 
a proclamation which stated, among a great many other 
things, that circumstances made it necessary for him "to as 
sume the administrative power of the state," and that, in 
order to do this, he was declaring martial law over all Mis 
souri. 4 Fremont explained that martial law was necessary 
because of the helplessness of the civil authorities and the 
pressure of "bands of murderers and marauders who infest 
nearly every county of the State." The general s proclamation 
was probably needed at the time. It also contained a provi 
sion for the continued function of civil government and law, 
and specified that the "ordinary tribunals of the country" 
and civil law and government were to be administered by 
civil authorities where peaceful conditions made it possible. 5 

This meant that Missouri would henceforth have a dual 
judicial and governmental system, subject to the decision of 
the Union commander of the department. In some places 
civil law and authority would be maintained; at others, mar 
tial law with its forms and soldier officials would operate. In 
either event the military could be supreme. Under certain 
Union commanders the extralegal provisional government of 
Missouri enjoyed power between 1861 and 1864; under 
others, as in the case of Fremont, its representatives spent 
most of their time in Washington trying to get the unsatis 
factory general removed or his orders revoked. At any rate, 
General Fremont s act of martial law, with its dual provision 
for civil law, was followed and amplified by the various 
Union departmental commanders over Missouri until it was 
revoked by joint proclamation of General John Pope and 
Governor Thomas C. Fletcher in March, 1865.* 

* St. Louis Republican, August 31, 1861. 

5 O. R., Series i, Vol. HI, pp. 466-67. 
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Typically, General Fr&nont seems not to have had prior 
approval from President Lincoln or his military superiors to 
exercise martial law in Missouri. His successor, old General 
Halleck, always meticulous about red tape, wrote General 
McClellan in November, 1861, that, although martial law 
had been in force for months, he could find no written au 
thority from the President for it. Halleck felt that the need 
for martial law in Missouri was imperative, and informed 
McClellan that if the president was not willing to give him 
the authority to exercise it, he could relieve him. On Novem 
ber i, 1 86 1, President Lincoln authorized Halleck to suspend 
the writ of habeas corpus and to exercise martial law in his 
department where he deemed it necessary. 7 

Generals Schofield and Curtis continued martial law with 
all its implications under their commands, and it was not un 
til the end of the year 1862 that questions concerning its 
necessity arose. Hearing of the abuse of civilians under its 
application, President Lincoln, on December 17, 1862, tele 
graphed General Curtis to ask if civil authority could not 
be introduced into Missouri "to any extent with advantage 
and safety/ Curtis reply on the same date was brief: "The 
peace of this State rests on military power. To relinquish this 
power would be dangerous. It would allow rebels to rule 
some sections and ruin the Union men who have joined the 
military power to put down the rebellion," 8 This was the 
end of the matter. For four years Missouri was under martial 
law, the Union military command superior to civil law and 
government. Many cruel and tyrannical acts were to be com 
mitted against the people by its authority, 

In many parts of Missouri, however, martial law was the 
only law that could function. In the central and western part 
of the state guerrilla warfare gradually collapsed most civil 

* O. R., Series i, VoL Vin, 395, 401. 

*O. R., Series i, VoL XXH, Part i, p. 85$; see also pages 810-12, and Part 
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law and authority between 1861 and 1865. For example, on 
May 21, 1862, the Kansas City Journal stated that QuantrilFs 
guerrillas had become so bold that the Jackson County 
sheriff had resigned his office, and the county coroner was 
unable to serve his processes because of threatened assassina 
tion. In January, 1863, Brigadier General Ben Loan wrote 
General Curtis about the conditions o law and order in the 
Central District, and mentioned the murder of Coleman 
Younger *s father by one of his captains: 

In several counties in the district no court of record of any kind 
have held a session for several terms past, say, for more than 
eighteen months. The records have been stolen, perhaps de 
stroyed, and the civil officers driven from the country. Recently 
I had arrested a Captain Walley, who had murdered one Harry 
Younger, in Jackson County, for his money. The evidence of his 
guilt was so clear and conclusive that he confessed it. Preferring 
that he should be regularly tried and punished, I directed a court 
to be held in Independence for that purpose. The witnesses, 
soldiers in the Fifth Regiment Missouri State Militia, who were 
stationed at Harrisonville, in Cass County, were sent to attend 
court. When on their way they were bushwacked by a band under 
Bird Younger, a son of the murdered man, and the court was not 
held. No court has or can be held in Jackson, Johnson, Cass, 
Bates, Henry, or Vernon Counties. Last fall when I was at Lex 
ington, with at least 1200 soldiers, 200 or 300 of whom were 
enrolled militia of the county, and with scouts out daily, I had a 
guard of 50 men, as a sheriffs posse, attacked and driven back 
by a force of some 200 rebels. It was impossible for the sheriff to 
serve a writ without a guard stronger than 50 men. 9 

Loan went on to say that it was "utterly false that the 
machinery of government could be operated as in time of 
peace, because of the guerrillas. As the war progressed, con 
ditions worsened over the entire state, and as late as July, 
1864, Colonel T. A. Switzler, the provost marshal for the 

O. R. f Series i, Vol. XXII, Part 2, pp. 78-82. 
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Central District, commenting on the need for martial law, 
wrote his superiors: "The civil law, the great palladium of 
liberty in Missouri, is now very weak. Whilst there is an al 
most universal desire for its restoration, yet the people are 
not in a condition to accept it unaided by the strong arm of 
the military power, as vouchsafing the protection necessary 
for their well-being/ 10 

In most of central and western Missouri the Confederate 
guerrillas made martial law a necessity, the only law that 
could be maintained during the Civil War. 

The administration of martial law by the Union military 
command required appropriate officers, military courts and 
commissions, and a large police and penal system. As there 
were no precedents for its application, these features de 
veloped and functioned according to the different ideas and 
temperaments of the successive departmental and district 
commanders. In the main, the Union officers of the districts 
of Missouri were fully occupied with the pressing and aggra 
vating problem of combating guerrillas and guarding against 
Confederate invasion. However, if they were primarily con 
cerned with tactical affairs, each one sooner or later came to 
realize that the real base of the partisan struggle in Missouri 
lay in the civil population. Every major Union commander 
not only had to manage his troops and fight guerrillas, but 
also had to govern and control the civil element which sup 
ported the partisans and made their activity possible. This 
dual responsibility, entailing the use of martial law, was not 
to the liking of many good field soldiers, especially those who 
had no political experience, ability, or aptitude. To many 
able Union cavalry officers it was a harassing responsibility. 
Most of them were courageous men, quite willing to com 
mand troops and meet an enemy in respectable open combat, 
but far too many of them were prone to leave the application 
of martial law and military government to local subordinates 

i O. R. f Serks i, Vol. XLI, Part 2, p. 88. 
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without many instructions or much supervision* Most o 
them could see the opportunity for recognition and promo 
tion as the result of successful field leadership, but many 
would never realize the credit they would earn by sensitive 
civil administration and a sympathetic understanding of local 
problems. 

Brigadier General John Pope was the first Union com 
mander forced to grapple with the problem of local military 
government. In charge of the District of North Missouri in 
July and August, 1861, Pope abdicated his responsibility of 
securing peace and stability for the area by setting up his 
notorious Committees of Public Safety for every major com 
munity in his district. As has been noted, the general s com 
mittees were spectacular failures. Price s guerrillas sent rail 
road bridges and culverts up in smoke all over north 
Missouri, and, of course, the most conscientious committees 
were powerless to stop them. When mass retaliation against 
the towns and counties was ordered by Pope, insurrection 
and anarchy resulted. He then recommended even sterner 
disciplinary action so that those guilty of guerrilla activity or 
disloyalty toward the Union would be severely punished. 

Unable to depend upon local law enforcement agencies 
and local courts, the Union command set up a system of mili 
tary commissions which would act as tribunals. These were 
created under the provisions of Order Number One on Jan 
uary i, i862. ai These commissions, composed of Union 
army officers, were to operate where civil courts could not 
be held or were untrustworthy, where civil offenses had be 
come military offenses because of the war, and where trial 
by court-martial was not appropriate. Actually, military 
commissions were ordered by the same authority, constituted 
in the same manner, and conducted according to the same 
rules as courts-martial. "Old Brains" Halleck drew up Order 
Number One, which abounded with legal niceties and tech- 

11 O. R., Series i, Vol. VHI, 476-78. 
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nicalities. Always intending to reserve final judgment to him 
self in all military matters, he directed that sentences of mili 
tary commissions extending to loss of life, confiscation of 
property, or imprisonment of over thirty days were to be ap 
proved by the commanding general of the department. 12 
There was one major weakness to this safeguard, and, of 
course, it was fatal. So many thousands of cases of "disloy 
alty" were discovered, so many men arrested, that the whole 
mechanism of commissions, trial, and review became hope 
lessly bogged down. 

The system of military commissions established by Gen 
eral Halleck as the result of Pope s experiences in north 
Missouri in 1861 was exactly what the subordinate Union 
commanders believed they needed. Free of the statute limi 
tations of both civil and military law, commissions were con 
vened and put on permanent status all over the state* In 
January, 1862, a large number of Price s guerrilla bridge- 
burners were tried, sentenced to death, and the sentences 
approved by Halleck s headquarters. 13 Guerrillas were hard 
to catch, however, and as most were shot summarily when 
captured, the major efforts of the commissions soon were 
directed against those people whom it was believed sympa 
thized with the Confederacy or encouraged insurrection. 
Literally thousands of men were arrested and imprisoned, 
charged with believing in rebellion, expressing disloyal sen 
timents, communicating with and aiding the enemy, or vio 
lating the numerous Union orders issued under martial 
law. 14 Sentences ranged from fines and confiscation of prop 
erty to banishment, long-term imprisonment, and death. 
Many women, also, were arrested and jailed* 

*2 O. R., Series i, Vol. Vm, 834. 

*s$t. Louis Republican, January 27, 1862. 

i* St. Louis Republican, 1862, 1863, 1864. Almost every edition in this period 
listed large numbers of persons received at St. Louis from military commis 
sions. 
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With any flourishing court system there has to be an alert 
and aggressive police force. As there was no provision for 
police officers under martial law, the Union commanders 
established and utilized a system of local provost marshals to 
apprehend and arrest the guilty. Traditionally, and accord 
ing to military law, a provost marshal of the United States 
army had concerned himself only with the police duties and 
law enforcement of the military establishment. Under mar 
tial law in Missouri the provost marshal of the department, 
with his subordinates, became the primary police officer of 
the state* 

General Sam Curtis was the first commander of the De 
partment of Missouri to publish an official directive con 
cerning the provost marshal system and the duties connected 
with it. By General Order Twenty-three, dated December i, 
1862, Curtis directed that the provost marshal department 
in Missouri would be composed of one provost marshal gen 
eral, district provost marshals, and as many deputies as might 
be needed. District provost marshals^and their deputies were 
to be appointed by the provost marshal general upon the 
recommendation of the district military commander. A sys 
tem of reporting was set up, and the order stated: "Officers 
of the provost-marshal s department, during the existence of 
civil war, are especially intrusted with the peace and quiet 
of their respective districts, counties, and sections; and to this 
end may cause the arrest and confinement of disloyal persons, 
subject to the instructions and orders of the department/ 15 

Order Twenty-three also stated that district and deputy 
provost marshals were to dispose of minor offenses locally* 
Only serious cases were to be sent to St. Louis headquarters 
for disposition. Sworn written charges and all evidence were 
to accompany each prisoner sent in. 

Curtis* order gave the Union provost marshals in Missouri 
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complete authority to arrest and imprison citizens at their 
will, and they fell to their duties with gusto. Every town at 
which there was a military post soon had well-filled prison 
cells and stockades. By the late summer of 1862 the provost 
marshal general s office at St. Louis was swamped with 
prisoners under serious charges, and on September 4, 1862, 
the St. Louis Republican observed that the central office was 
examining thirty or forty cases daily. Hundreds of arrested 
men and women were being received each week, and, as 
minor cases were taken care of at the local level, many more 
were being held at the district offices and suboffices. 16 In a 
large number of Missouri communities the Union provost 
marshal, because of his unlimited power of arrest and im 
prisonment, became the most feared and despised man in the 
military government. Most of them were local men, recom 
mended by the radical Union element of the area, and in far 
too many instances their arbitrary powers went to their 
heads. By the last of the year 1862 their abuses had become 
so notorious that the whole system came under the criticism 
of the United States War Department. 

On December 24, 1862, no doubt as a Christmas present 
for the people of his department, Sam Curtis published a 
new order, Number Thirty-five, which gave the provost mar 
shals in Missouri even greater powers. 17 When this order 
appeared in the newspapers, it was brought to the attention 
of President Lincoln, and on January 14, 1863, at his direc 
tion, Secretary of War Stanton wrote Curtis that the order 
must be suspended. To straighten the general out Stanton 
bluntly stated: "... all orders of provost-marshals in the 
State of Missouri respecting trade, commerce, or anything 
but the discipline and government of the troops in the 
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United States service be also suspended, and the provost- 
marshals be relieved from service in such capacity, excepting 
St. Louis.* 18 

General Curtis, who believed in a severe Union policy in 
Missouri and who had allied himself with the Radical Repub 
lican element in the state, was outraged. Here in a single 
blow his police system was to be abolished. On the morn 
ing of January 15 he telegraphed Stanton, asking that he 
might confer by letter before executing the War Department 
order. Later during the day he wrote the Secretary of War 
the following buck-passing letter, obstinately defending a 
situation in his own command which he knew to be wrong: 

The provost-marshal system is not of my planting or growth, 
but is now so old, deep-rooted, and wide-spread it cannot be 
summarily disposed of without danger of losses and disasters. It 
began in General Fremont s administration, by the appointment 
of Major McKinstry in this city, who was followed by Colonel 
McNeil and Captain Leighton; neither of them were properly 
in the United States service. From this it spread out through the 
whole department, and when I came in command Colonel Gantt 
was provost-marshal-general, and hundreds were elsewhere lo 
cated; most of them not officers in the United States service, ex 
cept by virtue of their appointment as provost-marshals. General 
Halleck had given the system a head by creating a provost- 
marshal-general and issued some orders devolving specific duties 
on these functionaries, and, by a kind of common understanding, 
provost-marshals took charge of prisoners, watched contraband 
trade, discovered and arrested spies, found out rebel camps, and 
pursued and arrested rebels in their neighborhoods. They operate 
with volunteers, militia, and police force, just as circumstances 
require, and in Southern Iowa and large districts o Missouri, 
where recruiting guerrilla agents strive to organize their bands, 
they are the only stationary permanent official sentinels, who 
keep me advised and guard the public safety. Public arms, pris 
oners, contraband property, and forfeited bonds are held by than 
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and properly disposed of, and immediate discharge would create 
loss and confusion where everything is now quiet and secure. For 
instance, the provost-marshal at Glasgow has 30 or 40 prisoners, 

I regret that I am thus forced to defend a system I never did 
approve and have often condemned. I could find neither statute 
nor military law to rest it upon. w 

With his letter Curtis enclosed one from the provost mar 
shal general, Lieutenant Colonel F. A. Dick, who stated that 
if the system were done away with, it would be a serious blow 
to the Union cause in Missouri. He also fired a note off to 
Halleck, now general-in-chief, pleading for retention of the 
system. 1 * Curtis eloquent pleas were evidently accepted by 
Stanton, for the provost marshals continued to operate un 
til the end of the war. 

Under martial law, as it was loosely developed and put 
into operation, corruption, extortion, and injustice were 
bound to occur. When conscientious John Schofield re 
sumed command of the department in 1863, he tried to 
straighten the situation out, and wrote Lincoln concerning 
provost marshals and members of military commissions 
whom he had arrested for "enormous frauds and extor 
tions/ 21 As late as April, 1865, General Clinton Fisk of the 
District of North Missouri informed departmental headquar 
ters of a fantastic extortion ring conducted by the provost 
marshals in his command* Scheming provosts had caused 
fake charges to be brought against innocent men. These men 
were arrested and softened up in uncomfortable jails. They 
were allowed to see only a few shyster lawyers who would 
"arrange" a release after payment of exhorbitant sums of 
money, Fisk found that the lawyers and provost marshals 

i* O. R^ Series i, Vol. XXH, Part 2, p. 43, 
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were then splitting the fees. The extortion ring was 
crushed. 22 

Such was the mechanism by which the Union military 
command held Missouri, controlled the disloyal, and put 
down rebellion. This it did, but it had no pacifying effect 
on the terrible conditions in the state between 1861 and 
1865. 

Venerable Edward Bates, Lincoln s United States Attor 
ney General and a resident of Missouri for forty years, time 
after time decried the illegality of military government and 
martial law in his home state. When his protests were em 
phatic enough the President often ordered moderation, but 
for the most part the military authorities had a free hand. 
Describing the situation following his resignation from the 
cabinet in 1864, Bates wrote bitterly: 

I did not resign, however, until the affairs of the nation were 
greatly altered for the better. My political chief had just passed 
through the ordeal of a new election, and the Administration in 
which I bore a part was then sanctioned by the nation. The suc 
cess of our arms had turned a hope into a certainty, that the re 
bellion would be quelled; that the war would be brought to an 
end; and that, with wisdom and virtue in the civil government, 
law and order might be once more firmly established. 

Such was then the prospect in the nation at large; and in this 
State the outward appearances were no less cheering. Price s in 
vasion (which ought never to have been allowed, and never could 
have happened without gross dereliction on our part), was driven 
back; there was no embodied enemy within the State, and no 
enemy at all, but a few marauding outlaws, whose numbers are 
estimated by General Pope, in his late letter to the Governor, at 
only twenty for each county. 

Such were the outward circumstances when I came home and 
found, to my grief and shame, that, notwithstanding the absence 

22 O. R., Series i. Vol. XLVIII, Part 2, pp. 35-36; Daily K. C. Journal, April 
*o, 1865. 
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of all enemies, except the few incapable of any serious mischief, 
unless by the sufferance of OUT military, the State was ruled only 
by the arbitrary will of a few men; that the law was trodden down, 
and too weak to give protection; that the spirit of the people was 
cowed by threats and violence; and that there was no longer any 
feeling of conscious security for life, liberty or property, nor any 
assured hope of stability in the Government or liberty by law, 
in the people. 23 

23 Beale, Howard K. (ed.), The Diary of Edward Bates, 1859-1866; Volume 
IV Of The Annual Report Of The American Historical Association For The 
Year 1930 (Washington, 1933), 571-612. 
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Control of the Populace 






ARMED with the total power of martial law the Union 
military command in Missouri moved to eliminate 
opposition to its cause. It determined to control the 
entire population of the state, and as guerrilla resistance de 
veloped, its measures became progressively more drastic. 

The most common device used by the Union provost mar 
shals to control the civil population was a combination of 
loyalty oaths and performance bonds. Throughout the fall 
of 1861 and the winter of 1862 an increasingly large num 
ber of citizens of Missouri was required to swear and sign 
oaths of loyalty to the United States and to Hamilton Gam 
ble s provisional government. By 1862 all officeholders, the 
electorate, and nearly every person in public service had 
been covered by such oaths. In the civil population the 
only persons at first required to take oaths and post bonds 
were men who had served in the State Guard or Confederate 
army, and who had applied for amnesty. However, as Quan- 
trill, Porter, Hays, Poindexter, and their guerrillas ran wild 
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through Missouri during the summer of 1862, the Union 
commanders began to require oaths and bonds of all people 
in their districts in a desperate attempt to keep down insur 
rection. As early as April, 1862, Bernard G. Farrar, depart 
mental provost marshal general, advised the district com 
manders that all men suspected of "disloyalty" should be 
arrested and held in jail until they took oaths and put up 
bonds. Following Farrar s advice, General Egbert Brown, 
then in charge of the Southwest District, posted the follow 
ing order: 

I. It is therefore ordered that all citizens within the limits of 
the southwestern division of the District of Missouri shall at once 
appear before some properly qualified officer and take the oath 
of allegiance to the United States of America and to the Pro 
visional Government of the State of Missouri, and receive a cer 
tificate thereof, unless they have already done so. 

IL Every citizen who fails to obey the above order will be de 
prived of the ordinary privileges of loyal citizenship. He shall 
neither hold any office nor be permitted to vote. He shall not be 
allowed to serve as a juror or appear as a witness. . . . He shall 
not be permitted to pass at will on the public highway, but as a 
punishment for the apparent aid and countenance which he ex 
tends to the marauders who are preying upon the country he is 
declared to be a prisoner within the limits of his own premises. 1 

By August, 1863, every "disloyal" person in the trouble 
some Central District and the District of North Missouri 
was required to take the loyalty oath and post thousand-dol 
lar bonds for the guarantee of such loyalty. It cannot now be 
determined how many thousands of Missourians were re 
quired to take the oath. In December, 1862, the unsavory 
provost of Palmyra, William "Beast" Strachan, boasted that 
he had administered it to "several thousand traitors," and 
had taken bonds for its observance to the amount of over a 

i O. R., Series i, Vol. XIII, 435, General Order Fifteen, dated June 16, 
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million dollars. 2 On April 23, 1863, the Kansas City Journal 
announced that Provost Marshal General Farrar held bonds 
of "traitors and secessionists" to the amazing sum of twenty- 
seven million dollars. 

With the penalty for not taking the oath of allegiance 
arrest and imprisonment, apparently most men took it, hun 
dreds with inner reservation because of its compulsory na 
ture. As the guerrilla war flared on and off in 1862 and 1863 
many men broke their word and risked the penalty of death. 
As has been indicated, the Union commanders were coldly 
severe with those persons who violated their oaths by taking 
up arms. Many were sh&lt;H at the place and time they were 
captured. 

The system of compulsory oaths and bonds made it dif 
ficult for numerous Missourians to live peacefully, since they 
were automatically labeled as potential traitors in their 
neighborhoods, and were fair game for the Union soldiery. 
Proscribed and subject to constant persecution and sus 
picion, some men joined the guerrillas; others left the state, 
and many were arrested on vague charges, or on no charges 
at all, and imprisoned without recourse to legal rights. 

Out in the military districts of central and western Mis 
souri whole communities were at times almost depopulated 
by the mass arrest of men and women suspected of disloyalty. 
It became Union policy by 1863 to place in confinement 
every person believed to be supporting or encouraging the 
guerrillas. For example, on November 14, 1862, General 
Ben Loan advised his headquarters that as a result of a scout 
in Lafayette and Jackson counties he had "left about 250 of 
the inhabitants in confinement and ordered others to be ar 
rested/ 3 On the nineteenth he wrote General Curtis about 
affairs in the Central District to this effect: 

2 O, R., Series i, Vol. XXH, Part i, p. 862. 
O. R., Series i, VoL XDI, 791-92. 
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It is much easier to catch a rat with your hands in a warehouse 
filled with a thousand flour barrels than it is to catch a band of 
guerrillas where every, or almost every, man, woman, and child 
are their spies, pickets, or couriers. There are some 200 here held 
as prisoners on the general charge of disloyalty. They are gen 
erally actively disloyal. The remainder of the disloyal inhabitants 
I propose to have brought in as rapidly as possible. In Jackson, 
Cass, Johnson, and Saline the same course will be pursued, until 
none but loyal men will be allowed to remain at large in the 
country. 4 

General Loan s policy of mass arrests was followed by Gen 
eral Brown in the Southwest District and elsewhere through 
out the state. 5 

Female "rebels" were an especial source of irritation to 
the Union command, for no soldier, indeed no man, knows 
how to handle rebellious women. Tom Ewing lived to regret 
the day he had ever imprisoned a woman, and after having 
grappled with an unusually vocal group of secessionist girls, 
"Old Brains" Halleck sourly wrote: 

Nearly all the secessionists of this State who have entered the 
rebel service have left their wives and daughters to the care of 
the Federal troops. There is scarcely a single instance where this 
confidence has been abused by us. But what return have these 
ladies made for this protection? In many cases they have acted 
as spies and informers for the enemy and have been most loud 
mouthed in their abuse of our cause and most insulting in their 
conduct towards those who support it 6 

As the guerrilla war progressed, the Union officers slowly 
lost the traditional respect for feminine prerogatives, and 
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numerous Missouri women were imprisoned under various 
charges of disloyalty. 7 

Hasty and unrestricted arrest and imprisonment was, of 
course, accompanied by much injustice. Commenting on 
this, General Clinton Fisk, who was trying to clean out the 
corrupt provost marshals in the District of North Missouri 
in late 1864, wrote his district provost, Major R. A. De Bolt: 

I have the honor to state that it has come to my knowledge that 
many persons have been arrested and imprisoned for a long time 
by some of your subordinates upon evidence insufficient to war 
rant the military authorities restraining citizens of their liberty. 
Great care should be exercised in the use of arbitrary power con 
fided to provost-marshals, and we cannot be too cautious in re 
ceiving as truth the statements of apparently good men who seek 
through the military power the punishment of neighbors for 
alleged offenses, old grudges, local animosities, and private griefs, 
to frequently seek adjustment through the military arm of power, 
much to the scandal and prejudice of honesty and loyalty. 8 

With mass arrests the problem of military prisons in Mis 
souri became acute. In the fall of 1861 the provost marshal 
general at St. Louis had seized the Gratiot Street medical 
college building of Dr. Joseph McDowell because of the 
doctor s outspoken support of the Confederacy, and con 
verted it, along with "Lynch s slave pen * into a prison. 9 
From the fall of 1861 until 1865 the Gratiot Street college 
was crammed with prisoners, the majority of them civilians. 
Conditions in the prison varied, according to the number of 
inmates, from extreme discomfort to sheer frightfulness dur 
ing different periods of the war. On January 18, 1862, the 
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St. Louis Republican stated that the prison was filthy and 
unhealthy, the prisoners fault, and that orders had been 
given to clean up the rooms and to provide doctor inmates 
with medicine so that the sick could be treated. The paper 
went on to say that twenty men, most of them from Johnson 
County, had been released on the seventeenth (after taking 
the loyalty oath and posting bond) to alleviate crowded con 
ditions. On January 30 the Republican announced that the 
Alton, Illinois, military prison had been opened, and that 
henceforth Gratiot would be used primarily as a receiving 
prison. 

Gratiot Street Prison had a capacity of about five hundred, 
but as fast as prisoners were sent to Alton, new ones were 
received from interior Missouri. Dreadful overcrowding was 
common since there was no control over the flow of captives. 
On November 5, 1862, there were 1,100 men and women con 
fined there. 10 Sanitary conditions and prisoners* rations were 
atrocious and periodically the jail was swept with disease. 
Between November i, 1864, and February i, 1865, 881 cases 
of sickness were reported, and of these, 134 men died on the 
vile cold floors of the buildings. The mortality rate for pris 
oners during 1864 was almost fifty per cent. Horrified at the 
illness and death that stalked the place, Union Surgeon 
George Rex notified departmental headquarters in despair: 

Notwithstanding repeated attention of the prison authorities has 
been called to this grave and prolific cause of disease, the evil 
[overcrowding] still continues unabated, and consequently no 
hopes of the decrease of the ratio of deaths. 

. . . among these prisoners undergoing the confinement in these 
crowded and insufficiently ventilated quarters are many citizen 
prisoners, against whom the charges pending are of a very trivial 
character, or perhaps upon investigation by courts-martial no 
charges at all are sustained. 11 
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Prison conditions elsewhere in the state were also gen 
erally bad. In June, 1862, Egbert Brown wrote Schofield that 
his district prisoners at Springfield, awaiting military com 
mission trial, were crowded into low and badly ventilated 
sheds, were living in filth, and that there was "much sick 
ness-" 12 Many Missourians were never to forget the condi 
tions of summary arrest, farcical trials, or no trials at all by 
Union military commissions, and cruel imprisonment in the 
squalid, makeshift Union military prisons during the Civil 
War. 

In addition to widespread imprisonment of the citizens of 
Missouri, the Union military command also banished many 
men and women from the state. On December 24, 1862, in 
his notorious Order Number Thirty-five, General Curtis 
directed his provost marshals to banish people, "though no 
specific act of disloyalty can be proven against them" should 
peace and safety require it, ia This meant that potential trou 
blemakers could be gotten rid of without the necessity of try 
ing them before a military commission. In many cases banish 
ment was made a commutation for imprisonment. 14 In No 
vember, 1862, Ben Loan reported that he had paroled fifty 
"disloyal" men of Lafayette County on their promise to leave 
the state in ten days. 15 Commanding General Curtis com 
plained that those banished from the department, "rebel 
wives and avowed secessionists/ could not be sent into the 
Confederacy, for when they were sent East, they joined the 
Copperheads and made trouble. 10 Since the majority of people 
banished were likely to be the most prominent figures in 
their communities, the policy of banishment was subject to 
much criticism in Union circles. In December, 1862, General 
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Lewis Merrill of the Northeast District notified his provost 
marshal general that he was going to stop banishing men 
from his command until I find that I am to be sustained, 
and that no influence, however strong, of personal friendship 
can recall the sentence of banishment. . . ." 17 President Lin 
coln was continually upset about the policy in Missouri. In 
January, 1863, he asked General Curtis to look into the case of 
Doctor Samuel B. McPheeters, the minister of the First Pres 
byterian Church of St. Louis, who had been ordered from the 
state because he had a "rebel wife, rebel relatives," and had 
sympathized with the rebellion in his sermons, Lincoln also 
informed the General that Representative James S. Rollins 
had asked him to allow the Reverend John M. Robinson, 
James L. Matthews, and James L. Stephens, all prominent 
citizens, to return to their homes in Boone County. Curtis 
cancelled the order concerning McPheeters, and told the 
President he would check on the Boone County men and 
write Representative Rollins, but "the cases must stand on 
their own merits, not his." 18 As has been indicated, Order 
Number Eleven which followed the attack on Lawrence in 
August, 1865, was a mass banishment of the rural population 
of almost four counties in western Missouri. This order up 
rooted and scattered several thousand people. The policy of 
banishment was maintained throughout the war by the Union 
command, especially against the relatives of guerrillas. As 
late as February, 1865, seven Clay County families were or 
dered to leave the state, one of them that of Frank and Jesse 
James. 19 

From the evidence available, the Union military govern 
ment s most vigorous measure to control the civil population 
and to pay the costs of the guerrilla war was a vast system of 

17 O. R., Series i, VoL XXII, Part i, p. 834. 

i* O. R., Series i, Vol. XXII, Part i, pp. 878-79; Part 2, pp. 6-7, 17-18, 42-43. 

i Liberty Tribune, February 5, 1865. 
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fines and assessments. In June, 1863, in a vain attempt to 
make guerrilla activity unprofitable, General Schofield issued 
an order that for every Union soldier or citizen killed by 
guerrillas five thousand dollars would be assessed and col 
lected from the "disloyal" living in the neighborhood where 
the act was committed. In the case of the wounding of a soldier 
or citizen, from one thousand to five thousand dollars would 
be assessed, as well as the full value of all property destroyed 
or stolen as a result of the war. Money collected was to be paid 
to the widows and families of Union men killed or wounded, 
and to those who suffered property loss. 20 Schofield s life and 
property insurance plan fell through with a crash. So many 
Union men were shot, so much property destroyed, it was im 
possible for assessment officers to find enough "disloyal" peo 
ple to pay the damages. 

As a result of Quantrill s, Porter s, Hays s and Poindexter s 
guerrilla campaigns in the summer of 1862 the Union com 
mand set up assessment boards in every Missouri county af 
fected. These boards had a dual function. They were to collect 
money to pay for the damages of the guerrilla war, and they 
were also to obtain funds to maintain the state militia which 
Schofield had called out in full strength. The Union assess 
ment boards went to work with real energy, drawing up rolls 
of the "disloyal," estimating the property value and resources 
of those enrolled, and then collecting and disbursing the 
money. 

On January 15, 1863, by Schofield s authority, General 
John McNeil ordered $300,000 collected in the district of 
North Missouri, and levied the following counties: 

Adair $ 3,000 Chariton $24,600 

Audrain $21,600 Clark $ 6,000 

Boone $32,000 Howard $22,200 

Callaway $37,000 Knox $ 3,300 

20 o. jR., Series i, Vol. XIII, 446-47. 
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Lewis $ 7&gt;5oo Putnam $ 5,100 

Livingston $ 7,500 Randolph $11,700 

Linn $ 3.300 Rails $ 7,200 

Lincoln $ 5,700 Shelby $ 5,400 

Monroe $38,700 Scotland $ 3,300 

Montgomery $ 5,700 Schuyler $ 2,700 

Marion $19,800 St. Charles $ 6,000 

Macon $ 7,800 Sullivan $ 2,100 

Pike $10,800 Warren $ 3,300 21 

McNeil told his assessing officers that the only "disloyal " 
persons in these counties to be spared were to be widows or 
orphans who had property of less value than five thousand 
dollars, "unless they have given aid and comfort to the guer 
rillas/ 22 In the Central District Ben Loan also embarked on 
a heavy assessment program. Between September and Novem 
ber, 1862, these communities and counties in that area were 
known to have been fined: 

Jefferson City $ 5,000 Jackson County $15,000 

Boonville $ 5,000 Cass County $10,000 

Lexington $15,000 Johnson County $10,000 

Saline County $15,000 Middle ton Township, 

Dover $ 4,000 Lafayette County $ 6,000 23 

In northwest Missouri General Dick Vaughan placed 
heavy assessments on his guerrilla counties. On December 19, 
1862, Platte County was taxed $85,000, and the committee in 
wealthy Chariton County reported that between November 
14 and December 16 it had levied assessments of $82,000, and 
collected and disbursed $34,23 1.38. 24 A great deal of money 
was changing hands at a high rate of speed. 

O. R. f Series i, Vol. XXn, Part 2, pp. 47-48. 
O. R., Series i, Vol. XIII, 704-705. 
2 See O. R. t Series i, Vol. XIII, 691, 693, 736-37, 800. 

2* Liberty Tribune, December 19, 1862; O. R., Series i, Vol. XXXIV, Part 
*, pp. 657-58. 
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The Union assessment and disbursement system was shot 
through with graft and corruption. On August 28, 1862, Gen 
eral Schofield, needing money to fight the guerrilla war 
which was raging in central Missouri, assessed St. Louis 
$500,000 to help clothe and arm the militia. As the St. Louis 
assessment board went about its duties with cheerful vigor, 
howls of outrage arose. By the first part of December so much 
corruption was charged to the board that General Halleck in 
vestigated the situation and reported that its assessments were 
"arbitrary/* were made more or less by the "accident of evi 
dence offered/ and that the "strict secrecy" accompanying its 
action did not help matters. 25 

Again President Lincoln had to step in. On December 10 
he ordered assessments in St. Louis stopped, and requested 
departmental commander Sam Curtis to send him the facts 
about the matter with his recommendations. On December 
31 Governor Gamble telegraphed the president that he had 
stopped assessments by state militia officers, and urged that 
they not be made by United States forces as "great distress is 
produced/ 26 The Missouri congressional delegation on Janu 
ary 6, 1863, also presented Lincoln with a memorandum ask 
ing that assessments be ended. 21 

On January fifth President Lincoln, bedeviled by conflict 
ing opinions, wrote General Curtis the following sensible let 
ter: 

I am having a good deal of trouble with Missouri matters, and I 
now set [sic] down to write you particularly about it. One class of 
friends believe in greater severity and another in greater leniency 
in regard to arrests, banishments, and assessments. As usual in 
such cases, each questions the other s motives. On the one hand it 
is insisted that Governor Gamble s Unionism, at most, is not 
better than a secondary spring of action; that huakerism and a 

** O. R., Series i, VoL XXII, Part i, p. 830. 

28 O. R., Series i, VoL XXII, Part i, pp. 826, 888. 

27 O. R., Series i, VoL XXII, Part *, pp. 17-18. 
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wish for political advancement stand for Unionism with him. On 
the other hand, it is urged that arrests, banishments, and assess 
ments are made more for private malice, revenge, and pecuniary 
interest than for the public good. This morning I was told by a 
gentleman, who I have no doubt believes what he says, that in one 
case of assessments for $10,000, the different persons who paid com 
pared receipts, and found they had paid $30,000. If this be true, 
the inference is that the collecting agents pocketed the $20,000. 
And true or not in the instance, nothing but the sternest necessity 
can justify the making and maintaining of a system so liable to 
such abuses. Doubtless the necessity for the making of the system 
in Missouri did exist, and whether it continues for the main 
tenance of it is now a practical and very important question. 28 

The President then asked Curtis to meet with Governor 
Gamble, whom the general had little use for, to determine if 
the system was still desirable. 

Lincoln, of course, made a great mistake if he believed that 
Sam Curtis was going to take his recommendations, or to con 
cur in any way with Hamilton Gamble. On January 15 Curtis 
wrote the President, vigorously defending assessments. He 
stated, in part: 

These assessments on persons for crimes committed in a neighbor 
hood are considered a great restraint on rebels who have en 
couraged bands of rebels, and our friends fear that they will 
suffer if such restraints are taken off. I am implored not to re 
move them. I have earnest petitions and letters innumerable com 
ing in, urging me to allow assessments to proceed. The county 
assessments are all made by local commanders, who claim that 
they understand their local difficulties better than I can. 29 

Judicious Abraham Lincoln was apparently not impressed 
with Curtis rather vague arguments, for on January 20 Secre 
tary of War Stanton wired Curtis that assessments must be 

*8 O. R&gt;, Series i, Vol. XXII, Part 2, pp. 17-18. 
., Series i, Vol. XXII, Part 2, pp. 42-43. 



CONTROL OF THE POPULACE 1 g g 

stopped until further notice. 80 By this time thousands of 
Missourians had been fined and their property seized and 
sold to obtain money. 

The practice of confiscation of property had started in the 
winter of 1861 when several thousand persons had fled south 
west Missouri before General Price s army. Many of these 
pitiful people arrived in St. Louis destitute. To help them, 
General Halleck directed by General Order Twenty-four, De 
cember 12, 1861, that they were to be quartered, clothed, and 
fed by the "charity of men known to be hostile to the Union." 
In addition, a "contribution" of $10,000 was levied, and pro 
visions were made to sell the property of men who did not 
have the cash to pay their part of the levy. 81 "Old Brains" 
Halleck s assessment board did its work in such a thoroughly 
unsatisfactory fashion that a new committee was appointed 
in January, 1862, to revise the lists which indicated fines that 
were "disproportionate."* 2 Many of the "disloyal" could not 
produce cash; therefore their furniture was seized and sold at 
public sales by the provost marshal. Household goods dis 
posed of at these auctions proved real bargains, the St. Louis 
Republican reporting on February 4, 1862, that pianos worth 
$1,000 sold for $330, and instruments worth $500 to $600 
were bid in at $240. The Republican added that a new 
"batch" of confiscated property was in the government ware 
house and would be auctioned soon. 

The official confiscation of private property continued 
throughout the military administrations of Generals Curtis 
and Schofield. John Schofield seems to have tried to be ra 
tional in his policy, but Curtis was so unrelenting, and used 
so little discretion that Schofield privately informed Lincoln 
that he had taken property "without any form of trial known 

so o. R., Series i, Vol. XXII, Part 2, p. 64. 

3i O. R. f Series i, Vol. VIII, 431-32- 

82 St. Louis Republican, January 9, 1862. 
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to any law, either civil or military." 33 Much property was 
also simply stolen by the Union soldiery, who were, as a rule, 
ordered to live off the "disloyal" when in the field. Foraging 
was a grand opportunity for theft. Even the best-disciplined 
troops will loot, and the rough, underpaid Union cavalry be 
came expert. Raid after raid was made on the property of the 
"disloyal," or those suspected of disloyalty. A common excuse 
was to search for arms, since by departmental orders no person 
thought to have secessionist views was allowed to keep a gun, 
caps, or powder. 34 In such searches personal and household 
goods were often stolen, and much private property was de 
liberately and wantonly damaged. To their great credit, the 
Union generals did their best to control looting. As early as 
November, 1861, General Halleck ordered stricter discipline 
for his troops and complained of the "numerous cases" of 
theft and destruction of property which indicated to him an 
"outrageous abuse" of military power. 35 In January, 1862, 
Schofield was forced to inform his subordinates by general 
order that "the practice of plundering and robbing peaceable 
citizens and of wantonly destroying private property has be 
come so prevalent in some portion of this command as to re 
quire the most vigorous measures for its suppression." 36 Scho 
field added that any soldier caught looting would be arrested 
and placed in irons, and that officers who did not report vio 
lators would be considered criminals. Even unrelenting, flint- 
hearted General John McNeil informed his officers, "Your 
attention is again and for the last time called to the unauthor 
ized taking of private property by officers and soldiers of this 
command," and ordered that this "gross outrage" must cease. 37 

88 o. R^ Series i, VoL XXH, Part 2, p. 483. 

**O. R. f Series i, VoL XXH, Part i, pp. 868-71. By General Order Thirty- 
five, December 24, 1862, from Curtis headquarters. 

3S O. R. y Series i, VoL VIII, 580-81; Liberty Tribune,, December 6, 1861. 
* O. R., Series i, VoL Vm, 478. 
*r O. R^ Series i, VoL Xm, 578. 
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So order after order against looting was posted, but their very 
frequency indicates that they were not very effective in cor 
recting the evil. The unlawful acts of Kansas troops in Mis 
souri, and the inability of the Union command to keep them 
out is already known. 

Most of the Union cavalry on the border was also extremely 
careless with fire. Authorized to burn out the property of per 
sons who harbored guerrillas, Union patrols were frequently 
guilty of plain arson. In September, 1862, General McNeil 
wrote of his "surprise and regret of [the] many instances in 
which houses have been burned" by the troops of his com 
mand in the field after the guerrilla Porter. 38 And, because of 
the nature of the warfare, and the savage and merciless atti 
tude of extermination both sides took, many citizens were 
simply murdered by Union troops. Men were called to their 
doors at night by the militia and shot dead, or were taken 
from their homes and families and hung. A favorite trick of 
the Union cavalry was to trap civilians into admitting friend 
ship for the Confederacy, or aiding and harboring guerrillas, 
and then executing them on the spot. An excellent example 
of this can be found in the cold-blooded murder of Allen 
McReynolds, a wealthy citizen of Saline County. Shot dead by 
a Union patrol seeking Quantriirs men, McReynolds* promi 
nence in Missouri caused the Adjutant General of the United 
States army to demand an investigation of the case. The bru 
tally brief explanation of Captain R. M. Box, and the almost 
nonchalant indorsement by General G. M. Dodge, who then 
commanded the Department of Missouri, indicate how lightly 
such matters were taken: 

CoL JOHN R PHILLIPS, 

Commanding District of Central Missouri: 

COLONEL: I beg leave to submit the following statement connected 
with the killing of Allen McReynolds: I ordered Lieutenant 

** O. R., Series i, Vol. XIH, 678. 
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Grain with a portion of the command to proceed to Grand Pass 
Church, some six miles east of Waverly, and to remain there until 
joined by me. While there he sent two men of his command to the 
house of Allen McReynolds to get something to eat and to palm 
themselves off as bushwhackers, which they did successfully. 
While there McReynolds told them he was willing to feed them 
and aid them in any way he could, but declined to carry provi 
sions to the brush for fear of being caught and killed by the 
Federals. He also informed them that they were unsafe where 
they were, as squadrons of Federal troops had left Warrensburg, 
Sedalia, and Marshall the day before to thoroughly scout the 
country thereabouts, and to then concentrate on Miami. He also 
advised them to proceed to one Tracy s for safety and security, it 
being an out-of-the-way place and where Federal scouts seldom 
traveled; that he (Tracy) had plenty of forage and would take 
pleasure in entertaining them. When the command were through 
feeding, Lieutenant Grain arrested McReynolds and brought him 
out to the command. Soon after I joined them; heard the evidence 
above given, which he (McReynolds) acknowledged, as also to the 
fact that Quantrill and band had stopped with him several times, 
and other bands of bushwhackers which he had never reported to 
the Federal authorities. On consultation with the squadron com 
manders (Captain Hamblin and Lieutenant Grain) it was de 
cided to execute McReynolds, which was carried out under my 
orders. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

R. M. Box, 

Captain Company H, Seventh Cavalry 
Missouri State Militia. 

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 

Saint Louis, February ip, 1865 

Respectfully forwarded to the Adjutant-General of the Army. 
I gave this matter a thorough investigation at the time, and as 
it was dearly proven that McReynolds defiantly and openly as 
sisted bushwhackers under a guise that deceived us, I took no 
action, though I do not approve of unlawful acts. This was done 
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by an officer, and such things sometimes tend to bad results. I have 
given such orders as will prohibit any such action recurring. Here 
after men caught in arms will have no mercy shown them. 

G. M. DODGE, 
Major-General, Commanding.^ 

A dreary recitation of assassination serves no purpose, but 
the murder of civilians by Union soldiers was so common 
that the victims are listed by the dozens in almost every his 
tory of central and western Missouri. 40 Most of the newspapers 
of the period found it hardly safe to comment on such vicious 
acts, and, when they did, it was usually in a gloating manner 
such as the article carried in the Kansas City Journal on April 
7, 1863: 

The military of this county are getting very careless of late. They 
have been tormented and bothered so much that if they come 
along where there are bushwhackers or rebel sympathizers the 
soldiers get perfectly careless about the use of firearms and the 
consequence is that a large number of these "Knights of the Bush" 
have been killed "just that way/ in fact there has been one or 
two "Constitutional Union men" hurt right bad too. It can t be 
helped, "accidents will happen/ 

To control business, trade, and travel in Missouri the 
Union military government set up a rigid system of permits, 
licenses, and passports. Early in 1862 General Halleck had his 
provost marshal general issue a regulation concerning trans 
portation and travel. This directive stated that all movement 
of goods and individuals would be supervised by Union mili 
tary and customhouse controL Boats operating on the Mis 
souri rivers had to be licensed and inspected by the quarter- 
sa O. R. f Series i, Vol. XLVIII, Part i, pp. 643-45. 

40 See Edwards, Noted Guerrillas, 186-88; History of Howard and Chariton 
Counties, Missouri (St. Louis, 1883), 538-39; Ward Schrantz, Jasper County in 
the Civil War (Carthage, Missouri, 1923), Appendix; Liberty Tribune, Novem 
ber 22, 1862; California News, September 17, 1864. 
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master of the Department of Missouri, and railroads and 
stage lines engaged in public service were required to have 
customhouse permits for all cargos. The baggage of travelers 
was inspected by customhouse officers, and provost marshal 
passes were required for persons moving about the state. By 
January, 1862, it was estimated that 85,000 such passes had 
been issued at St. Louis alone. 41 

In addition to general travel and passport regulations, the 
Union provost marshals instituted a permit system for persons 
engaged directly in trade and business in the military sub- 
districts. For example, General Ben Loan rigidly supervised 
all commerce and business in his guerrilla-tormented Central 
District. On November 16, 1862, he wrote General Curtis 
that when he assumed command of the area the "trade of the 
country" was under the control of rebels. To end this condi 
tion, and to restore trade to "loyal" men only, he published 
orders prohibiting the "transportation or removal" of live 
stock or goods in his district without permits from his provost 
marshal. 42 Loan stated that his orders were necessary to pre 
vent disloyal men from buying stolen goods and livestock 
from guerrillas, and, in turn, selling them needed supplies. 
Ben Loan rigidly enforced his local orders in restraint of 
trade, and complaints were made to President Lincoln con 
cerning their unfairness and the corruption that accompanied 
them. He was required to justify and explain his action, 
which he ably did by a letter report in January, iSGg. 43 In 
April, 1863, by General Order Twenty-four, Loan directed 
that no "disloyal" man in his district would be allowed to 
raise crops, sell goods, or carry on business. The Kansas City 
Journal, commenting on this order on April 12, stated that 

*L St Louis Republican, January 9, 14, 1862, 

** O. R., Series i, VoL Xm, 798-99; O. R., Series i, Vol. XXII, Part i, p. 858, 
Part *, pp. 78-79. 
** a v ,Series i, Vol. XXII, Part 2, pp. 78-79. 
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It was being strictly enforced by Union troops in that area. 
Having trouble with the merchants of Lexington, which had 
a reputation as a rebel town, General Loan simply closed out 
all the business concerns there run by "men not friendly to 
the government" on May 4, 1863.^ 

The Union travel and trade restrictions also afforded grand 
opportunities for graft and bribery, and many provost mar 
shals lined their pockets. President Lincoln was forced to 
intervene in this situation, too, as reports of vast corruption 
were brought to his attention. On October 5, 1863, he wrote 
Charles D. Drake, the leader of the Radical Republican fac 
tion in Missouri, who was demanding even sterner measures, 
concerning the permit system: 

Agents to execute it, contrary to the great prayer, were led into 
great temptation. Some might, while others would not, resist that 
temptation. It was not possible to hold any to a very strict ac 
countability, and those yielding to the temptation would sell 
permits and passes to those who would pay most and most readily 
for them, and would seize property and collect levies in the aptest 
way to fill their own pockets. 45 

The President sadly added: "Money being the object, the 
man having money, whether loyal or disloyal, would be a 
victim/ 

Opposition to the Union cause and the military govern 
ment, either by utterance or through the press, was not tol 
erated in the Department of Missouri between 1861 and 1865, 
As soon as it assumed power, the military government closed 
down those papers which were openly secessionist and beg^n 
to censor the remainder to insure their conformity in support 
of the Union. 

In January, 1862, Provost Marshal General Farrar applied 
the first general censorship regulation to the press in Missouri 

4* O, R., Series i, Vol. XXII, Part i, p. 319. 

45 O. R^ Series i, Vol. XXII, Part 2, pp. 604-607. 
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at General Halleck s direction. Farrar ordered every newspa 
per, upon publication, to submit a copy to his office for in 
spection. Failure to do so would lead to suppression of the 
paper. 46 All newspaper editors were also required to take an 
"iron clad" oath of allegiance to the United States. 47 With 
these regulations to back them, the Union military govern 
ment began to destroy or shut down those papers which it 
felt were not ardent in its support. In the summer of 1861 the 
St. Louis Morning Herald was suspended because of its se 
cessionist expressions, the Lexington Expositor was raided by 
Kansas Jayhawkers and its press stolen, and the Express of the 
same town closed by military order. 48 The Platte City Sentinel 
was burned by Jennison, and when troops were sent to destroy 
the Argus in the same community, its editor loaded his type 
and press into a wagon, skipped town, and joined Price s army 
where he became the official printer of the Missouri Confed 
erate government. 49 The St. Louis Missouri State Journal, 
the Cape Girardeau Eagle, and the Hannibal Evening News 
were shut down by Union troops, and when the editors of the 
Fayette Banner joined the Confederate forces their paper was 
seized, sold, and opened under a new name. The California 
News was ransacked by Union soldiers, and the Independence 
Border Star demolished by Kansans. During 1862 the Carroll- 
ton Democrat, the Franklin County Weekly Advertiser, the 
Shelby County Weekly, and the Columbia Standard were all 
suppressed. The editor of the Standard, Edmund J. Ellis, was 
banished and his press sold. Other papers, their names now 
lost, were "smashed" by Union troops at Boonville, Warrens- 
burg, Troy, Osceola, Oregon, and Washington. The Macon 

4 William F. Swindler, "The Southern Press in Missouri, 1861-1864," The 
Missouri Historical Review, XXXV, No. 5 (April, 1941), 399. 

47 Liberty Tribune, July 11, 1862. 

**St Louis Republican, August 15, 1861; History of Lafayette County, 
Missouri (St. Louis, 1881), 272. 

* Swindler, "The Southern Press in Missouri, 1861-1864," loc. cit. 
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Register was seized, its editor run off, and the paper published 
by soldiers. 50 

As might be suspected, the Union military government 
soon became as concerned with the control of the various pub 
lications representing the Union Democratic party, and the 
deviating factions of the Republican party, as it was in elimi 
nating actual secessionist journals. Outstate newspapers of the 
"copperhead variety" were prohibited in the department at 
various times, among these the Chicago Times, the Cincin 
nati Enquirer, the New York World, the Caucasian, and The 
Crisis ** On September 17, 1863, General Schofield published 
General Order Ninety-six, which in part stated: 

Hereafter martial law will be rigidly enforced throughout this 
department against all persons who shall in any manner encour 
age mutiny, insubordination, or disorderly conduct, or endeavor 
to create disaffection among troops, and against all persons who 
shall publish or utter publicly words calculated to excite insur 
rection or lawless acts among the people, or who shall publish 
falsehoods or misrepresentations of facts calculated to embarrass 
or weaken the military authorities, or in any manner to interfere 
with them in the discharge of their duties. Any person guilty of 
the offenses above mentioned shall be punished by fine and im 
prisonment, at the discretion of a military commission, and any 
newspaper which shall contain publications in violation of this 
order will be suppressed. 52 

Schofield s order was not directed at secessionist orators or 
newspapers. It was a threat against the Radical Republican 
men of Missouri, who at the time were claiming that he and 
Governor Gamble were responsible for QuantrilTs raid on 
Lawrence. It was especially aimed at the radical publications 
in St. Louis, the St. Louis Democrat and the German language 

&gt; Ibid., 398-400; History of Howard and Chariton Counties, Missouri. 

si K. C. Journal, June 23, July 10, 1863. 
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Westliche Post. In July Schofield had arrested William 
McKee, editor of the Democrat for the unauthorized publica 
tion of a letter from President Lincoln. Lincoln asked Scho 
field to drop the charges against McKee, which he reluctantly 
did. 53 

Vocal support of the Confederacy or criticism of the Union 
led to arrest and fine or imprisonment. Great caution and cir 
cumspection of comment was required of the citizens of Mis 
souri between 1861 and 1865. And again, the various Union 
military commanders from time to time arrested men who 
were perfectly loyal to the United States, but who differed 
over the policies of the military government and the civil 
government of Missouri and the United States. For example, 
Governor Gamble waked one morning in November, 1862, 
to find his Register of Lands, the eminently respectable Sem- 
pie Orr, who had been the conservative Union candidate for 
governor in 1860, locked in jail by order of General Brown. 
Egbert Brown said that Orr had expressed what he felt to be 
"disloyal sentiments" in a speech at Jefferson City, and it 
took considerable effort on the Governor s part to get this 
prominent member of his administration out of the local mili 
tary prison. 54 General Brown believed that he could smell a 
traitor even if the Union governor of Missouri could not. 

All in all, the administrative and legal techniques used by 
the Union military government in Missouri between 1861 
and 1865 enforced the state s allegiance to the United States, 
The great question is whether or not the occupation was abso 
lutely required by conditions and the attitude of the majority 
of the people of the state. More important, did the devices of 
military government such as martial law, military commis 
sions, arbitrary arrest and imprisonment, fines and assess- 
nents, the suppression of speech and press, and the revocation 

** O. R.&gt; Series i, VoL XXII, Part 2, pp. 366, 373-74. 
a* O. R., Series i, VoL XIII, 806-807. 
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of other civil rights lead to pacification? In view of the fact 
that the guerrilla insurrection steadily increased in size and 
ferocity between 1861 and 1865, the answer can only be that 
they did not. Their application created and encouraged re 
bellion, more bloodshed, more bitterness, and less sympathy 
and understanding. The superior power of the military gov 
ernment, which was periodically antagonistic to the pro 
visional civil government, prevented Governor Gamble from 
having a normal administration and made impossible many 
functions of civil law and order. 

Actually, the military occupation and control of Missouri, 
and the resulting guerrilla war, led to a general collapse of 
efforts toward a moderate civil government by 1864. In that 
year Governor Gamble and the conservative wing of the pro 
visional government fell before the assaults of the radical 
wing. In the election of November, 1864, by a carefully re 
stricted electorate, the Radical Republicans carried the state 
and elected eight out of nine congressmen. Violently opposed 
by the radicals, Lincoln, however, won Missouri with the as 
sistance of a large soldier vote. Under the direction of Gover 
nor Thomas C. Fletcher, and his mentor, Charles D. Drake, 
the radicals devised ousting ordinances which removed the 
judges of Missouri s supreme court and circuit courts, and 
then wrote a new constitution which allowed control of the 
electorate by the use of a loyalty test oath. Not until 1872, 
with the assistance of a liberal Republican party, did the 
Democrats regain control of the state. Once they did, Missouri 
remained predominantly Democratic for many years. 



11 



"Bloody Bill" Anderson 
and George Todd 



THE year 1864 dawned with very little military activity 
on the western border. After the stark horror of the 
summer and fall of 1863 the people of Kansas and the 
few remaining residents of western Missouri had devout hope 
that the new year would be free of savage and merciless parti 
san conflict. Colonel Dick Vaughan wrote General Egbert 
Brown that the spirit of the people of western Missouri was 
completely broken, and the Kansas City Journal spoke hope 
fully of peace and quiet on the frontier. 1 There seemed little 
reason to fear a regular Confederate invasion, for the dwind 
ling, poorly led Confederate army had been pushed deep into 
Arkansas, and only small Union patrols were needed to hold 
the line across the Indian nations to the west. Surely it was 



i O. R., Series i, Vol. XXII, Part 2, pp. 743-44; E&gt;nty K- C. Journal, April 8, 
1864. 
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impossible, unthinkable in a logistic sense, that a major Con 
federate thrust could be mounted that would reach Kansas 
and Missouri in 1864. And, if the possibility of major invasion 
was remote, was it not logical that the dreaded guerrilla or 
ganizations might remain in f ar-off Texas, shunning the deso 
lated border and the vengeance-ridden Union garrisons grimly 
stationed there? 

Desperation, however, was the unaccountable element 
which was to blast all chances for peace on the border in 1864* 
The Confederate Trans-Mississippi, misdirected and isolated 
from her dying departmental sisters in the east, was to allow 
a final reckless raid north into Missouri. Aging Sterling Price, 
pursuing his fatal dream that thousands of recruits were only 
waiting his militant coming, was to lead a tattered, poorly 
armed army from Arkansas to the Missouri River in the fall 
of 1864. Far worse, from the civil point of view, Quantrill s 
raiders were also to return, brought back by the knowledge 
that they were considered pariahs and had no chance for com 
patible duty in the regular Confederate service. In co-opera 
tion, these two Confederate military elements were to strike 
Missouri its final and most tragic blow in the Civil War. 

In the early spring of 1864 the Department of Missouri di 
rected most of its energy toward the restoration of tranquility. 
Major General William S. Rosecrans had succeeded the con 
troversial Schofield on January 30, and there were hopes that 
he would bring conciliation to the warring factions of the 
provisional government of the state. A failure after his blun 
ders at Chickamauga the preceding fall, Rosecrans was a 
handsome, suave, intelligent man, far more successful as an 
administrator than as a fighting general. His choice as a mili 
tary governor seemed excellent. On January 8 a new Depart 
ment of Kansas had been created, and irritable old Sain Cur 
tis had been given command of it. General Tom Ewing, de 
spised because of Order Number Eleven, was transferred to 
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the District of St. Louis, and his old District of the Border 
was abolished. Ravaged Jackson, Cass, and Bates counties, the 
area now a wilderness, were given to Egbert Brown and his 
Central District. Kansas troops, including Jennison s thieving 
Jayhawkers, were withdrawn from Missouri and were replaced 
by the cocky, hard-riding Second Colorado Cavalry under 
Colonel J. H. Ford. The Coloradoans were tough plainsmen. 
They did not hate Missourians, and they conducted them 
selves well on the field and in garrison. 2 

January and February, 1864, went by rather quietly, 
marked only by a few Kansas forays into Missouri. On Janu 
ary 22 General Brown informed departmental headquarters 
that Kansas cavalry was raiding in the western part of his Cen 
tral District again, robbing the remaining citizens of slaves 
and other property of every description. Brown irritably 
stated: "If Kansas wants negroes I will send 500 women and 
children to the State in two days, as they are a great annoy 
ance to me, and everybody wants them removed. But they do 
not want them; they want the property the negroes carry off 
and the opportunity of taking it by coming into the state." 3 

Of course, as Kansas troop depredations were renewed, mild 
guerrilla resistance began. Andrew Blunt, one of Quantrill s 
men, had remained in Missouri during the winter of 1863- 
1864. As spring returned, Blunt with some twenty compan 
ions began to skirmish about in the area and was vainly pur 
sued by Union cavalry. On March 8 two of Blunt s men forced 
the Reverend Moses B. Arnold of Lafayette County to accom 
pany them to the home of Judge Gray in Jackson County 
where the minister was required, at pistol point, to marry 
Miss Barbary Jane Gray to James W. Wilkenson, "the noted 
guerrilla, second in command to Blunt/ 4 This audacity 

2 O. #., Series i, Vol. XXXIV, Part 2, p. 49. 
s O. R^ Series i, Vol. XXXIV, Part *, p. 130, 
* O. R., Series i, Vol. XXXIV, Part *, pp. 604-605. 
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goaded General Brown into action. He might tolerate Blum s 
gang fighting with Kansans, but he saw no reason why he 
should allow the guerrillas to set up light housekeeping in his 
command. Union patrols were sent out from the various posts 
in the western portion of his district with orders to get Blunt. 
It is to be feared that Jim Wilkenson s marriage was not too 
peaceful, for on April 5 Egbert Brown wrote Robert Van 
Horn of Kansas City, "The guerrillas have been handled 
roughly by our troops; of Blum s band of 20 that made their 
appearance about the 22d of February, 10 are under the sod, 
except the fellow Blunt, who has been left to rot, not being 
considered worthy of burial/ 5 

There is no doubt that Brown believed that Andy Blunt s 
decomposing body would serve as a morbid warning to others 
who might have guerrilla yearnings. 

William C. Quantrill and his only remaining lieutenant, 
George Todd, left the Trans-Mississippi Department in the 
second week of March, 1864. No one was sorry to see them go, 
and Bill Anderson and his company did not come with them 
on their long ride up to Missouri. Like evil animals their 
passage north was marked by fire, bloodshed, and alarm. 
Quantrill and Todd led about one hundred horsemen. 

Throughout the Indian nations and up the Missouri-Kansas 
line the Union posts had watched the grass turn green and 
the growing season of the spring corne on with apprehension 
and alertness. As whispers that Quantrill was going to come 
up again began to move along the border, the Union com 
mand put into effect a tactical plan of fortified garrisons, pa 
trolling, and scouting that today would be called a hedgehog 
defense in depth. The details of the defense were simple to 
execute, but they held certain inherent dangers for the troops 
engaged. 

In each military district small garrisons of cavalry were 

* O. R., Series i, Vol. XXXIV, Part 3, p. 51. 
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maintained in every principal town. The main garrison of a 
county was normally stationed at the county seat because of 
its central location and the presence of a courthouse and other 
substantial brick or stone buildings that could easily be sand 
bagged into forts. Experience had taught the Union captains 
that a few determined riflemen could hold a brick building 
against a large number of guerrillas who had no cannon. 
Heavy blockhouses were also erected at these posts and along 
the rail lines at bridge crossings. 

From the small post cavalry patrols and scouts were sent 
out daily in all directions over the country, working from one 
station to another and back again. In this fashion the entire 
area was kept under observation, and if a guerrilla force was 
discovered, all nearby posts would be alerted, and additional 
cavalry called in to attack or pursue it. If the enemy party re 
treated, other posts along the line of retreat would be warned, 
and fresh troops could take up the pursuit. If the guerrillas 
scattered, it would be hard for them to regroup as the area 
would be saturated with Union patrols arriving from all di 
rections. By these tactics the Union command hoped to hold 
its towns, discover any guerrilla force at an early moment, and 
run it to death. 

The danger in the plan lay in two aspects. In the first place, 
local commanders were inclined to send out patrols which 
were either too large or too small. When large units were 
moved out, the post was vulnerable, and a poorly protected 
community invited attack. Small patrols, on the other hand, 
could be overrun and destroyed by more numerous guerrillas 
armed with their highly lethal revolvers. The second danger 
ous factor of the plan lay in the necessity for small posts to 
receive orders, rations, ammunition, and grain forage from 
headquarters and depots a considerable distance away. By the 
spring of 1864 western Missouri was so ravaged that it was 
necessary to haul in most of the rations and forage used by the 
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Union cavalry. General Brown informed his headquarters at 
St. Louis that spring that he was having to haul forage 
from thirty-five to fifty miles for half his command. As a con 
sequence, many of his troopers had to be on continuous escort 
duty. 6 Such duty was burdensome, boring, and apt to be very 
dangerous. Regardless of these defects the Union commanders 
felt that they had perfected tactics that were the best answer 
to guerrilla warfare. 

On April 21, 1864, the first information concerning Quan- 
trilFs march north was flashed up the border. On that date 
Colonel William A. Phillips, commanding the United States 
Army Indian Brigade at Fort Gibson in the Cherokee Nation, 
telegraphed General Curtis that the guerrillas had slipped 
through his lines at night, crossed the Arkansas River, and 
were moving north. On May 2 Southwest District headquar 
ters at Springfield informed Rosecrans at Saint Louis that 
Quantrill had come through the Seneca Nation and was mov 
ing up the Arkansas state line. Its worst fears realized, the 
Union command in Missouri braced itself for the coming 
storm. On May 18, guessing as to where the guerrillas were 
ceased. Early that day Quantrill and his company passed 
boldly by the Union post at Carthage, the ruined county seat 
of Jasper County, and sent the commander there, Captain 
Philip Roher, an invitation to bring out his unit of the Sev 
enth Missouri Cavalry and fight. Roher, intrenched among 
the burned houses and courthouse of the town which had 
been destroyed by guerrillas in 1862, declined the invitation. 7 
With laughter and catcalls Quantrill s boys galloped on north, 
most of them wearing blue Union uniforms. 

At dawn of May 20 they struck Lamar, the town which they 
had failed to take the preceding falL The guerrillas charged 

O. R. f Series i, VoL XXXIV, Part i, p. 996. 

*O. IL^ Series n Vol. XXXIV, Part i, pp. 940-41; Brittofi, The Civil War 
on the Border, II, 354. 
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into what was left of the burned-out village, and this time 
their attack was a surprise. In the streets they found a small 
garrison of the Seventh Cavalry gathered around fires prepar 
ing breakfast. Orderly Sergeant Jefferson Cavender and nine 
other men of the Seventh managed to get into the brick court 
house, which had been burned to the first floor, where the 
muskets of the garrison were stored* This heroic little squad 
held off two fierce charges by over a hundred yelling guerril 
las. The numerous muskets stacked in the foundation were 
each loaded with one heavy Mini6 ball and four buckshot, 
and in the hands of the desperate Cavender and his men cre 
ated fearful damage to the Quantrill horsemen who swirled 
around the courthouse. The Union squad was invited to sur 
render several times, but remembering the fate of other garri 
sons, they decided to die fighting. Their determination and 
bristling resistance won the day for them. Quantrill and his 
men gave up the attack and limped on north taking thirty 
dead and wounded with them. 8 

The news that Quantrill was coming rang up the Missouri- 
Kansas line after the fighting at Lamar, and the Union mili 
tary and civil population reacted in an almost frenzied fash 
ion. Throughout western Missouri and eastern Kansas there 
came pleading requests and wild demands for troop reinforce 
ments. All posts were on continuous alert, and patrols were 
out around the clock. General Brown left his headquarters at 
Warrensburg and announced that he would personally com 
mand "in the field/ 9 As the hysteria spread across Kansas, 
the people of Emporia, almost a hundred miles west of the 
state line, held a mass meeting and implored General Curtis 
to send them troops because of the threat of guerrilla attack. 

O. R., Series i, Vol. XXXIV, Part i, pp. 678, 941-42; Britton, The Owl 
War on the Border? II, 354-58. 

O. R., Series i f Vol. XXXIV, Part 3, pp. 385-87, 500-502, 622-23; Daily K. 
C. Journal, May 27, June 4, 5, 7, 12, 1864* 
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Every Kansas town felt itself marked as another Lawrence. 
Greatly alarmed, Curtis wrote Secretary of War Stanton sug 
gesting the total mobilization of the Kansas militia. He in 
formed Stanton that he was unable to move cavalry from the 
Kansas posts toward the guerrillas without creating neigh 
borhood terror and remonstrance." 10 Only the tough young 
men of the Second Colorado Cavalry found the situation pleas 
ant. On April 29, 1864, the Kansas City Journal told its read 
ers that the "Colorado boys" were asking for a chance at 
Quantrill. 

The guerrilla column rode slowly northward, keeping 
within the Missouri border until it reached Cass County. 
There it disappeared as if swallowed by the earth until the 
morning of May 23. On that day Quantrill announced his 
presence by attacking a forage wagon escort on the headwaters 
of the Little Blue River. The Union cavalry escort was scat 
tered, losing one man killed and one severely wounded. The 
forage wagon was emptied and burned, its mules shot in their 
traces. The guerrillas then cut the telegraph wire between 
Pleasant Hill and Warrensburg, stopping communication be 
tween General Brown and his troops in Cass County. On May 
26 the mail escort between Pleasant Hill and Warrensburg 
was attacked, and the guerrillas captured all departmental 
orders and directives for several days past. By June i the es 
cort of official mail was so hazardous south of the Missouri 
River, St. Louis headquarters directed that future communi 
cations were to be sent by the Hannibal and St. Joseph Rail 
road in north Missouri and then brought down to Kansas 
City. 11 

Egbert Brown went after QuantriH with all the troops at 
his immediate disposal and called on reinforcements. Four 

10 O. R. f Series !, Vol. XXXIV, Part 5, p. 502. 

i* Daffy K. C. Journal May 27, June i, 7, 15, 1864; O. R., Series i, Vol. 
XXXIV, Part 4, pp. 51-52. 
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companies of the Seventh Missouri Cavalry and six of the 
Fourth were ordered into the area. 12 Over three thousand 
blue-shirted soldiers were in the field. Brown had lost an arm 
in action earlier in the war, but his injury did not prevent his 
personally leading patrol after patrol. Throughout June there 
was continuous skirmishing, but the general complained that 
it was an "intangible war" in which Quantrill s men scattered 
when attacked only to f orm at some given point twenty miles 
away- 13 The Union cavalry was worn thin, its troopers and 
horses exhausted with continuous patrolling. 

On June .11 General Brown found a new enemy on his 
hands. Bill Anderson, with glittering eye and fifty men, ar 
rived in Johnson County, having made the long trip up the 
border from Texas unnoticed. On the morning of that day 
Anderson and his men, all dressed in blue uniforms, ap 
proached and suddenly fired into a f ourteen-man squad of the 
First Missouri Cavalry led by Sergeant J. V. Parman, which 
was scouting between Holden and Kingsville. Only Parman 
and two of the men escaped alive. The guerrillas stripped the 
Union dead to obtain additional items of uniform. 14 On June 
1 3 Anderson attacked a wagon escort of thirty men of the First 
Cavalry twelve miles south of Lexington. The Union force 
lost eight men killed, two ration wagons burned, and fifteen 
mules shot, but managed to fight its way back to its post. Si 
multaneously the Independence-Warrensburg stage was held 
up and telegraph wires in the entire area pulled down. 15 

With the central portions of the western Missouri River 
counties well ablaze with warfare, Quantrill and Anderson 
moved to the river and began attacking steamboats. General 
Brown had anticipated this and had ordered all boats plying 

12 o. R. f Series i, VoL XXXIV, Part 4, p. 53. 
is O. R., Series i, Vol. XXXIV, Part 4, p. 221. 

i* Daily K. C. Journal, June i6&gt; 1864; Britton, The Civil War on the Border, 
II, $72-73. 
is o. R., Series i, Vol. XXXIV, Part i, p. 996, Part 4, pp. 326-27. 
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between Jefferson City and Kansas City to protect their pilot 
houses and engine rooms with bulletproof works. 16 Brown had 
excellent foresight, for on June 4 the Prairie Rose, William 
Eads, master, was fired on near Waverly in Lafayette County. 
The Prairie Rose turned and fled down-river, her pilothouse 
riddled with revolver balls, but her pilot and engineers saved 
by bulletproof bulkheads. General Curtis arrested the first 
steward and the pantryman of the Prairie Rose when she fi 
nally arrived at Leavenworth, Kansas, charging them with 
aiding the guerrillas by refusing to defend the boat and at 
tempting to sabotage her by puncturing her oil can. 17 

Shooting at river boats must have been good sport, for on 
June 5 the Sunshine was perforated at Wellington in Lafayette 
County, and on June 26 the West Wind was attacked at Cam- 
den, Ray County. The West Wind was hailed by a single guer 
rilla who demanded her surrender. When she proceeded on 
her way, she was fired on from the willows by forty or fifty 
guerrillas. She had on board a cargo of powder which the par 
tisans evidently needed badly. 18 By the end of June transpor 
tation had become so hazardous on the Missouri that it was 
difficult to find pilots and crews who were willing to sign on 
boats that had become floating shooting galleries. The Cap 
tain of the James White was forced to pay the premium rate 
of a thousand dollars to a pilot for bringing his boat safely 
from St* Louis to Leavenworth. 19 

Thoroughly exasperated by the new guerrilla war in his 
Central District, General*Brown requested the Department of 
Missouri to take drastic measures. Reporting the situation on 
June 14, he stated: 

I have the honor to report that the depredations of guerrillas have 
assumed a character that they demand the serious consideration of 

** O. R^ Series i, Vol. XXXIV, Part 2, p. 327. 

17 O. #, Series i, Vol. XXXIV, Fart 4, pp. 257, 259. 

i* Statesman, July 22, 1864; O. R., Series i, VoL XXXIV, Part 4, p, 237. 

i Daily K. C. Journal, June 29, 1864. 
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the Government. They destroy the telegraph, rob the stages of 
mail and horses, plunder the resident population, and even the 
poor laborers that are employed in constructing the railroad, of 
property and money; they fire upon steamboats employed ex 
clusively for commercial purposes. They assume the garb of our 
soldiers or of citizens as suits their convenience; they carry our 
flags; they murder their prisoners, even when wounded, and daily 
the citizens of the country are butchered for no cause, and unless 
the most severe retaliatory measures are resorted to they will soon 
depopulate the country. The Governor has in prison hundreds 
of their former associates who have been tried and sentenced to 
death for their crimes. They have forfeited their lives by every 
law, human and divine, and I respectfully but urgently recom 
mend that the lives of these men be held as hostages for the good 
conduct of their friends in the brush. 

The peace of the country, the safety of person and property of 
its citizens, and the blood of thousands of loyal citizens and 
brave soldiers who have been basely murdered by these demons 
demands that this measure of justice be executed on them. There 
is a sentiment fast growing in the country, and will soon manifest 
itself, that demands blood for blood, and unless it is appeased by 
stern justice to those who have been tried and condemned, will 
cause the death of hundreds of better men. It would be an econ 
omy of human life to adopt the cause I have recommended, and 
it is the only one through which the guerrillas can be reached. 20 

Following a long line of predecessors, Egbert Brown ad 
mitted that it was almost impossible for Union cavalry to 
stamp out the guerrillas, 

On June 14, 1864, the Kansas City Journal re-examined the 
situation on the border, and compared the conditions that 
existed with those that had been so hopefully peaceful Irt the 
early spring. The paper observed editorially: 

What is the condition of the truly loyal people of the border 
counties of Missouri south of the river? Simply one of seige* Out 
side of the military posts and their immediate vicinity, no man 

20 O. R., Series i, Vol. XXXIV, Part 4, pp. 363-64. 
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of known and open loyalty can safely live for a moment. The 
loyal people are collected in the scattered towns and military 
posts, while to all practical intents and purposes the rebels hold 
possession of the country. 

On June 17 the Journal published a mournful article con 
cerning the guerrillas under the headline "A Gloomy Pros 
pect," which stated in part: 

As soon as organized and mounted they [Quantrill s and Todd s 
guerrillas] will strike for higher game. They have shown their ca 
pacity for hazardous and unlooked-for enterprises. Their uniform 
success unbroken as yet by a 4 single failure, has emboldened 
them to make desperate ventures. If they are allowed to concen 
trate we look for an attack on some important post, either this 
city, Leavenworth, St. Joseph, Lawrence, or Topeka. 

The publication went on to say that the bushwhacking ques 
tion had again assumed such importance as to threaten the 
utter ruin of western Missouri and Kansas. Wildly appre 
hensive about Quantrill and Anderson, the people of Kansas 
City were called to a mass meeting on June 6 to discuss the 
protection of their town. The next day muskets were issued 
and every able-bodied man was ordered to take part in the de 
fense of the community. 21 

General Rosecrans, alarmed over conditions in the western 
part of his department, decided to mount a major campaign 
against Quantrill and Anderson. In cooperation with General 
Curtis and the Department of Kansas, a giant expedition was 
planned against the guerrillas. The Kansas echelon of the 
force was composed o the Fifth, Eleventh, and Fifteenth 
Cavalry under the field command of Colonel Thomas Moon 
light. This column left Aubry on June 16, crossed into Mis 
souri, scouted the north fork of the Grand River valley, and 
then swept up to Pleasant Hill in Cass County. There it was 

21 Daily K. C. Journal, June 5, 7, 12, 1864. 
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joined by Colonel J* H. Ford with his Second Colorado, and 
the combined force fanned out and combed the heavy brush 
through Hickman Mills, Lone Jack, and the Sni River hills 
to the Missouri River. Although the expedition was kept 
secret in its formative stage, the guerrillas were apparently 
warned, for only a few small parties of them were ever seen 
fleeing eastward before the Union line toward Johnson 
County. The Union force marched and countermarched un 
til June 20. It did not kill or capture a single guerrilla. 22 

The expedition by Moonlight and Ford caused Quantrill to 
divide his men into small groups as they moved to the east. 
He was never again to command them. George Todd, now in 
subordinate, took his place. At this time romance seems to 
have entered the life of strange William Quantrill. Finding 
his men scattered and no longer willing to obey his orders, he 
left the field of warfare for the field of love. For some time 
Quantrill had had a sweetheart in Jackson County, and he 
now took this girl, crossed the Missouri River into Howard 
County, and went into hiding with her. Very little is known 
about Quantrill s mistress, other than that she did exist. Many 
legends grew up about her. She was known as Kate Clarke. 
This was Bill QuantriU s middle name, but it was reported 
that her real name was Kate King. Fletcher Taylor, one of 
QuantriU s lieutenants, who later became a wealthy citizen of 
Joplin, stated that she was of low character and the proprie 
tress of a house of ill fame in St. Louis following the guerril 
la s death. Taylor, however, had reason to hate Quantrill and 
to blacken his memory. Other sources maintain that she was 
an honorable girl, and that she and Quantrill were married. 
At any rate, Quantrill took her with him when he left his men 
in June, 1864.^ 

22 o. R., Series i, Vol. XXXIV, Part i, pp. 1018-24. 

23 The Kansas City Star, May 25, 1326; Connelley, Quantrill, 442-43* 45 1 
footnote. 
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With the guerrillas scattered, General Brown took up the 
chase where Moonlight and Ford left off. In a most energetic 
fashion he harried the small bands now led by Richard 
Yeager, David Pool, Fletch Taylor, and Todd. Between June 
10 and 19 he reported that he had put out sixty-two patrols 
and had had ten wild skirmishes. In this time he had lost 
twenty-three men killed or wounded and two wagons. His 
troopers had killed twenty-seven guerrillas including Dick 
Yeager. Brown s cavalry had marched a total of 3,810 miles 
in nine days; it had taken no prisoners. 24 The guerrillas con 
tinued to raid and attack, and their numbers were increasing. 

A great deal of the failure of Egbert Brown s cavalry to ex 
terminate the guerrillas in the spring of 1864 lay in the fact 
that most of the partisans were now dressed wholly or partially 
in blue Union uniforms. Early in April General Brown had 
informed departmental headquarters that nearly every guer 
rilla he killed was dressed in blue and that it was imperative 
that this should be known by all soldiers and civilians in the 
department. 25 On numerous occasions his scouting parties had 
approached what they thought were other Union patrols and 
had been fired into without warning. To combat this deceitful 
ruse the Union command was forced to set up an elaborate 
and burdensome system of signs, countersigns, and passwords 
for patrols to use when approaching each other in the field. 
Colored bands were also worn on hats and changed at speci 
fied intervals. As an example the following order was issued 
for troops in the Central District: 

The following signals and pass words for July, 1864, will be 
transmitted by sub-district commanders to the commanding offi 
cer of each scout, detachment, or escort detailed from their re 
spective commands, every precaution being taken to prevent their 
being known to unauthorized persons: During the daytime 

2* O. JL, Series i, Vol. XXXIV, Part i, pp. 995-99. 
** 0. 1L, Series i, Vol. XXXIV, Part 3, p. 92. 
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commanding officer of a scout, detachment, or escort, upon ob 
serving the approach of a party or body of men, will ride a few 
paces in advance of his command and raising his hat or cap, with 
arm extended at full height, will lower it slowly and place it upon 
his head. The commanding officer of the party thus challenged 
will immediately answer the same by raising the hat or cap from 
the head and extending the arm at full length horizontally, bring 
ing the arm back slowly and replacing the hat or cap upon the 
head. The signal to be given and answered, where the nature of 
the ground will permit, before the parties have approached 
nearer than from 300 to 350 yards. 

At night the party who first discovers the approach of another, 
when within challenging distance, will cry out loud and distinctly, 
"Halt!" and the party thus challenged will immediately answer, 
"Lyon," to be followed by a counter challenge of "Who comes 
there?" to which the party last challenged will answer "Reno." 
The failure of either party to answer promptly and correctly will 
be the signal to commence firing. The badges to be worn during 
the month of July will be as follows: On the odd days, as the ist, 
$jd, 5th, yth, 8cc, a red strip of cloth fastened around the hat or 
cap, and on the even days of the month, as the sd, 4th, 6th, 8th, 
fee., a white strip will be worn in the same manner, the colors al 
ternating each day. 

Special care will be taken to avoid mishaps through negligence 
or the failure on the part of the men to change the badges as 
herein directed. 26 

At best the Union challenges and badges were complicated, 
and, in numerous instances, Bill Anderson and George Todd 
learned them and used them themselves. 27 The civil popula 
tion suffered the most, however, from the confusion. No per 
son, regardless of his sympathies, could any longer be certain 
whether he was meeting or conversing with legitimate Undk 
soldiers or masquerading guerrillas. A good m^ny mo* were 

20 O. R., Series i, VoL XXXIV, Part 4, p. 550. 

27 Daily K. C. Journal, May 25, 1864; O. R., Series i, VoL XL Part * f fp. 
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pistoled down when they guessed wrong. The partisans ob 
tained their uniforms from the bodies of the soldiers they 
killed, and prisoners were forced to strip before being shot 
Naked or nearly naked corpses littered the woods and fields 
of Missouri during the summer and fall of 1864. 

Early July saw the guerrilla war growing in intensity. Con 
ditions on the Missouri River became so bad that General 
Rosecrans forbade steamboats to go above Jefferson City with 
out armed crews sufficient to defend them. On July 13 Gen 
eral Brown stopped all river traffic "until further notice," be 
cause of guerrilla attacks. A company of the Fourth Cavalry 
was on the Post Boy with orders to cruise the Missouri to 
destroy flatboats and skiffs, and to watch for guerrillas cross 
ing. 28 As General Brown applied heavier and heavier pressure 
against the partisans in the middle of his district, they moved 
west into Jackson County. On July 6 George Todd and his 
men ambushed a patrol of the Second Colorado, dispersed it, 
and killed its captain and seven men* He also worked over the 
stage and mail lines with such success that General Brown had 
to inform Colonel Ford that his command could no longer 
furnish escorts for the lines except in "extreme cases/* The 
mail agent for Jackson County notified Brown that unless 
escorts were provided for his stages, he would stop them. On 
July 14 Brown ordered the lines between Independence and 
Kansas City shut down. 29 

In the middle of July Colonel Ford was forced to take his 
Colorado Cavalry across the river into Ray County to put 
down disturbances. Todd and his guerrillas had the impu 
dence to move to the outskirts of Independence and openly 
threaten the weak garrison Ford had left there. When the 
Coloradoans thundered back across the Missouri no enemy 
was to be found. General Brown intensified his campaign. Be- 

O. JR., Series i, Vol. XLI, Part i, p. 55; Part 2, pp. 128, 177. 

2* O. R., Series i, Vol. XLI, Part i, pp. 49-50; Part 2, pp. 63-63, 189, 246. 
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tween July i and July 20 he sent out over a hundred patrols, 
fought the guerrillas twenty-eight times, and killed nearly a 
hundred of them. In the same period he lost forty-two men 
killed and two seriously wounded. His cavalry had marched 
a total of 10,000 miles. 30 Brown s men took no prisoners, but 
for each partisan they exterminated two more seemed to 
spring up and go in the bush. 

Toward the latter part of July, 1864, headquarters, Depart 
ment of Missouri, began to suspect that the Confederate 
Trans-Mississippi Military Department was again encourag 
ing and directing the guerrilla insurrection which was rap 
idly spreading. On July 22 Rosecrans wrote Secretary Stan ton 
that there was every indication of an uprising in north Mis 
souri, and that a number of Confederate officers had been 
sent into the" area to co-ordinate the insurrection with a major 
raid from Arkansas. 31 Rosecrans opinion was verified by 
Brigadier General Clinton Fisk, commanding the District of 
North Missouri, who later stated that at least seventy Con 
federate officers had come into his district to direct operations 
and to gather recruits, while the guerrillas provided diversion 
by laying a path of blood across the area. 32 

The Kansas City Journal also coldly blamed the insurrec 
tion in western Missouri on the Confederacy. In an editorial 
on June 26, 1864, the paper stated: 

Quantrell [sic] is a regularly commissioned officer of the Confed 
eracy. His murderous raid on Lawrence was openly defended by 
the rebel papers in Richmond, and there is no doubt that his op 
erations and those of his companions are under the general direc 
tion and control of the Confederate government. They are rebel 
forces employed, sanctioned, and kept up by the rebel government. 
The regular forces of the rebellion were long since expelled from 

so O. R., Series i, Vol. XLI, Fart 2, pp. 62-63, 246, 290-92. 
si O. R., Series i, Vol. XLI, Part 2, p. 332- 
32 O. R., Series i, Vol. XLI, Part i, pp. 418-20. 
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the State. The rebel lines are hundreds of miles from our border. 
There was never a more atrocious system of arson, robbery, and 
murder, set on foot anywhere than the Confederate authorities 
have inaugurated and sustained in Missouri. 

General Rosecrans, however, was unable to believe that 
the ferocious guerrilla organizations active in his department 
could really be under the recognition or direction of General 
Price. Here Rosecrans overestimated his enemy. He did not 
know the desperate straits of the Trans-Mississippi Depart 
ment, how in its dying gasp some of its officers would use any 
weapon at hand to strike at the Union foe. The general 
wanted to know who he was fighting, so early in August he 
sent Brigadier General Edwin W. Price, the captured and 
paroled son of Sterling Price, into the central part of the state 
to contact the guerrilla leaders Clifton Holtzclaw, Caleb 
Perkins, John Thrailkill, and Bill Anderson to ascertain 
under what authority they were acting. On August 12, 1864, 
the Columbia Statesman under the headline Interesting 
Question Are Missouri Guerrillas Commissioned Rebels/ 
stated that if Rosecrans found that the partisans were com 
missioned by the Confederacy, he planned on retaliating 
against Confederate prisoners. Edwin Price disappeared into 
the woods of Howard County, and in a few days dutifully re 
ported that Holtzclaw had been commissioned by his father 
to recruit in Howard and Perkins in Boone County. 33 

The last weeks of August and the first weeks of September, 
1864, saw the guerrillas north and south of the Missouri 
River in continuous violent attack against Union forces* In 
Johnson County George Todd and his boys swept through 
the populace murdering in cold blood discharged Union 
soldiers, Union civilians, and all men of German ancestry. 34 

* O. R., Series i, Vol. XLI, Part 3, p. 488; St. Louis Democrat, October 3, 
1864. 
* O. R. f Series i, Vol. XLI, Part i , p. 739. 
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In Lafayette County Fletch Taylor led a company in des 
perate fighting for a few weeks until his left arm was shat 
tered by a Union Mini6 ball. Taylor s men "forced" Doctors 
Murphy and Regan of Wellington to go with them into the 
woods where an emergency amputation was performed on the 
youthful guerrilla lieutenant. The Second Colorado, hot on 
the trail, found a blood-stained spot, bandages, and a pillow, 
but Taylor, a great friend of the James brothers, managed to 
escape and survived his wound. As it was forbidden to treat 
guerrillas, Doctor Murphy was arrested, but was able to clear 
himself. 35 Waggish David Pool, another little bearded lieu 
tenant of Todd s, harassed the road between Warrensburg 
and Lexington and openly boasted that he controlled the 
stages and telegraph on it. ae 

During the first ten days of July terrible Bill Anderson also 
operated in Lafayette and Saline counties, flaunted his com 
pany at the door of the Union post at Lexington, and corre 
sponded with its officers and the newspapers there. Bloody 
Bill was, as usual, wild with rage at General Brown, Colonel 
James McFerran, who commanded at Lexington, and the 
local press. Anderson was angry with the newspapers because 
they had urged all men to take up arms against him. He was 
mad at McFerran because he felt that the colonel was a bluff 
and a liar. Always sensitive over the fate of his sisters, he hated 
General Brown because he had just convened a military com 
mission that sentenced Miss Anna Fickle of Warrensburg to 
three years confinement in the Alton military prison. Miss 
Fickle had attempted to aid a prisoner escape from the provmt 
prison at Lexington. 37 

Bill Anderson s letters are worth reproducing, for they are 
the only known genuine examples of his writing. Literate, 

as O. R., Series i, Vol. XLI, Part i, pp. 759, 766. 
3* O. R. 9 Series i, Vol. XLI, Part i, pp. 255-56. 
3T Statesman,, Jmly i t 1864. 
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savage, almost incoherent with ire in parts, they reflect the 
guerrilla s unstable mind, and they are especially interesting 
in that the one directed to the newspapers denies he ever had 
any connection with the Confederacy: 

To the editors of the two papers in Lexington, to the citizens and 
the community at large, General Brown, and Colonel McFerran 
and his petty hirelings, such as Captain Burris, the friend of 
Anderson: 

MR. EDITORS: 

In reading both your papers I see you urge the policy of the 
citizens taking up arms to defend their persons and property. You 
are only asking them to sign their death warrants. Do you not 
know, sirs, that you have some of Missouri s proudest, best, and 
noblest sons to cope with? Sirs, ask the people of Missouri, who 
are acquainted with me, if Anderson ever robbed them or mis 
treated them in any manner. All those that speak the truth will 
say never. Then what protection do they want? It is from thieves, 
not such men as I profess to have under my command. My com 
mand can give them more protection than all the Federals in the 
State against such enemies. There are thieves and robbers in the 
community, but they do not belong to any organized band; they 
do not fight for principles; they are for self-interest; they are just 
as afraid of me as they are of Federals. I will help the citizens rid 
the country of them. They are not friends of mine. I have used all 
that language can do to stop their thefts; I will now see what I 
can do by force. But listen to me, fellow-citizens; do not obey this 
last order. Do not take up arms if you value your lives and prop 
erty. It is not in my power to save your lives if you do. If you 
proclaim to be in arms against the guerrillas I will kill you. I will 
hunt you down like wolves and murder you. You cannot escape. 
It will not be Federals after you. Your arms will be no protection 
to you. Twenty-five of my men can whip all that can get together. 
It will not be militia such as McFerran s, but regulars that have 
been in the field for three years, that are armed with from two to 
four pistols and Sharps rifles. I commenced at the first of this war 
to fight for my country, not to steal from it. I have chosen guer- 
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rilla warfare to revenge myself for wrongs that I could not honor 
ably avenge otherwise. I lived in Kansas when this war com 
menced. Because I would not fight the people of Missouri, my 
native State, the Yankees sought my life, but failed to get me. 
Revenged themselves by murdering my father, destroying all my 
property, and have since that time murdered one of my sisters 
and kept the other two in jail twelve months. But I have fully 
glutted my vengeance. I have killed many. I am a guerrilla. I 
have never belonged to the Confederate Army, nor do my men. 
A good many of them are from Kansas. I have tried to war with 
the Federals honorably, but for retaliation I have done things, 
and am fearful will have to do that [sic] I would shrink from if 
possible to avoid. I have tried to teach the people of Missouri 
that I am their friend, but if you think that I am wrong, then it is 
your duty to fight. Take up arms against me and you are Federals, 
Your doctrine is an absurdity and I will kill you for being fools* 
Beware, men, before you make this fearful leap. I feel for you. 
You are in a critical situation. But remember there is a Southern 
army headed by the best men in the nation. Many of their homes 
are in Missouri, and they will have the State or die in the attempt. 
You that sacrifice your principles for fear of losing your property 
will, I fear, forfeit your right to a citizenship in Missouri. Young 
men, leave your mothers and fight for your principles. Let the 
Federals know that Missouri s sons will not be trampled on. I 
have no time to say anything more to you. Be careful how you 
act, for my eyes are upon you. 

Colonel MCFERRAN: 

I have seen your official report to General Brown of two fights 
that have taken place in Johnson and La Fayette Counties with 
your men. You have been wrongfully informed, or you have wil 
fully misrepresented the matter to your superior officer. I had the 
honor, sir, of being in command at both of those engagements. To 
enlighten you on the subject and to warn you against making fu 
ture exaggerations I will say to you in the future to let me know 
in time, and when I fight your men I will make the proper report. 
As to the skirmish I had with your men in Johnson, I started to 
Kingsville with fifty men to take the place, but before I arrived 
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there I discovered a scout, fourteen or fifteen of your men, on the 
prairie some half a mile distant to my left. I immediately gave 
chase. They fled. There were not over eight of my men ever got 
near them. They did not surrender or I would not have killed 
them, for I understood that Company M were Southern men; they 
sent me that word* I ordered them to halt and surrender. I was 
astonished to see them refuse after sending me such word. One of 
their lieutenants even planned the assassination of General 
Brown and the taking of his headquarters, but I refused to com 
mit so foul a deed. But they refused a surrender and I had them 
to kilL I regret having to kill such good Southern men, but they 
are fit for no service but yours, for they were very cowardly. My 
self and two men killed nine of them when there were no other 
men in sight of us. They are such poor shots it is strange you don t 
have them practice more. Send them out and I will train them 
for you. After that I came down near Burris camp with twenty- 
five regulars, all told, belonging to the Kansas First, some of my 
first men. I understood that Burris was anxious to give me a 
thrashing. Not wishing to lose more than twenty-five men at one 
time, I thought I would try him with the aforesaid number, but 
while I was waiting for him to come out from camp, that I might 
devour him or be devoured, forty-eight of your men coming from 
Lexington with three wagons had the audacity to fire on my 
pickets, and very imprudently asked me to come out of the bush 
and fight them. I obeyed reluctantly. They dismounted and 
formed on a hill. I formed under their fire under the hill and 
charged. They fled and I pursued. You know the rest. If you do 
not, I can inform you; we killed ten on the ground and wounded 
as many more* Had all of my men done their duty we would have 
killed thirty of them. Farewell, friend. 

To BURRIS: 

Burris, I love you; come and see me. Good-by, boy; don t get 
discouraged. I glory in your spunk, but damn your judgment. 

General BROWN: 

GENERAL: I have not the honor of being acquainted with you, 
but from what I have heard of you I would take you to be a man 
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of too much honor as to stoop so low as to incarcerate women for 
the deeds of men, but I see that you have done so in some cases. I 
do not like the idea of warring with women and children, but if 
you do not release all the women you have arrested in La Fayette 
County, I will hold the Union ladies in the county as hostages for 
them. I will tie them by the neck in the brush and starve them 
until they are released, if you do not release them. The ladies of 
Warrensburg must have Miss Fickle released. I hold them respon 
sible for her speedy and safe return. General, do not think that I 
am jesting with you. I will have to resort to abusing your ladies 
if you do not quit imprisoning ours. As to the prisoner Ervin you 
have in Lexington, I have never seen nor heard of him until I 
learned that such a man was sentenced to be shot. I suppose that 
he is a Southern man or such a sentence would not have been 
passed. I hold the citizens of Lexington responsible for his life. 
The troops in Lexington are no protection to the town, only in 
the square. If he is killed, I will kill twenty times his number in 
Lexington. I am perfectly able to do so at any time. 
Yours, respectfully^ 

W. ANDERSON 

Commanding Kansas First Guerrillas. 
(Editors will please publish this and other papers copy.) 

These three letters of Anderson s were delivered, and Eg 
bert Brown forwarded them to General Rosecrans, "as a curi 
osity and specimen of a guerrilla chiefs correspondence/ 38 

On Tuesday, July 1 1, Anderson with some twenty-odd men 
uniformed in blue crossed the Missouri River near Wakenda 
in Carroll County. Provided with lists of Union men, most 
of whom were enrolled in a local state militia company, the 
guerrillas diabolically murdered nine men that day. Several 
of the victims, presuming that they were speaking with UBMMI 
cavalry, stated that they were or had been in the miKtia, and 
were shot dead where they stood. One man cursed Anderson, 
however, and grinning little Archie Clement threw him to 
the ground and cut his throat with a Bowie knife. Another of 

s O. R. f Scries i, Vol. XLT, Part 2, pp. 75 77* 
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the murdered men, Solomon Baum, was a known secessionist. 
Believing he was talking to Union troops, he stoutly main 
tained his loyalty until a rope was put around his neck. Realiz 
ing his error, he cried out his true feelings, but Anderson 
brutally cut off his life with the remark, "Oh, string him up; 
God damn his little soul, he s a Dutchman anyway." 3fl 

Roaring westward through Chariton County, Anderson 
raided his old home at Huntsville, the county seat of Ran 
dolph County, on July 15. Here he killed one man and robbed 
the merchants and a bank of around $45,000. Thirty-five men 
were with him now, all dressed in blue. 40 Several of his boys 
must have noticed how easily the bank gave in. On July 17 
the guerrillas charged into Rocheport on the Missouri River 
in western Boone County. While there they rioted around 
and entertained many friendly inhabitants by attacking the 
steamboat War Eagle. Bloody Bill called the little community 
"my capital/ and Union reports of the week announced that 
the Perche Creek hills of Boone County were "swarming with 
guerrillas." 41 All central Missouri was terrified. On July 23, 
with his band now grown to a hundred riders, Anderson 
struck the North Missouri Railroad at Renick and Allen in 
Randolph County. The depot at Renick was burned and tele 
graph wire pulled down for some miles, but the guerrillas 
were held off at Allen by thirty militiamen and the arrival of 
a train loaded with a company of the Seventeenth Illinois 
Cavalry down from Macon. Bloody Bill fell back east on the 
Huntsville road, and on the morning of the twenty-fourth 
ambushed the Seventeenth and the militia and dispersed 
them. Two of the Illinois cavalrymen who were killed were 
scalped. Fastened to the collar of one was this message: "You 

** History of Carroll County f Missouri (St. Louis, 1881), 343-44, 351, reports 
this crime and gives the men s names; O. R., Series i, Vol. XLI, Part i, p. 55, 
Part 2, p. 38. 

**&gt; Statesman, July 22, 1864; O. R., Series i, Vol. XLI, Part 2, pp. 209, 216-17. 

4i O. .R., Series i, Vol. XLI, Part 2, p. 235; Statesman, July 22, 1864. 
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come to hunt bush whackers. Now you are skelpt. Clemyent 
Skept you. Wm. Anderson." 42 Obviously, Bill did not write 
this note, but it expressed his sentiments perfectly. After the 
fight at Renick the guerrillas raced north through Monroe 
County, and into Shelby County. Here they burned the 1 50- 
foot span over Salt River on the Hannibal and St. Joseph 
Railroad. Depots at Lakenan and Shelbina were also sent up 
in flames. The destruction of the Salt River bridge was serious, 
as trains had to be sent to transfer troops east and west at the 
broken span. 43 By July 3 1 Anderson and his men were back 
in Carroll County moving westward. Again there was a carni 
val of blood and arson. Houses were burned, home guard 
units were ambushed, men were shot, scalped, and stripped. 
The guerrillas raced across Carroll and suddenly disappeared 
in Ray. 44 

42 Statesman, August 5, 1864. 

43 O. R., Series i, Vol. XLI, Part 2, p. 423. 

44 History of Carroll County f Missouri, 348-51. 
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ANDERSON S slashing July raid across central Missouri 
had taken General Rosecrans by surprise. Its success 
was due largely to the fact that he had ordered Union 
troop concentrations further west, and the guerrillas had 
slipped in behind them. Rosecrans suspected that the Con 
federacy again had plans for a major invasion into his depart 
ment. The guerrillas were increasing rapidly in numbers; 
new bands were springing up in central Missouri, and there 
were constant rumors that a powerful Confederate secret so 
ciety was preparing a revolution against the Union military 
government. 

All of Rosecrans suspicions had some grounds. The Con 
federate Trans-Mississippi Department was planning an in 
vasion of Missouri, and intended to utilize the guerrillas. 
There was also a secret organization of a sort anxious to assist 
in the enterprise. For three years the Union military authori 
ties in Missouri, Illinois, Kentucky, Indiana, and Ohio had 

206 
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been aware that a secret society, known as the Knights o the 
Golden Circle existed in those states for the purpose of aiding 
the Confederacy. Organized at Cincinnati, Ohio, in 1854 by 
George W. L. Bickley, the Knights had as their purpose until 
1860 the seizure of Mexico and the creation of a new nation 
subject to the United States. 1 The Knights had an elaborate 
ritual, various degrees, passwords, "castles/* and much more 
of the mumbo-jumbo that Americans of the nineteenth cen 
tury loved. The organization was very popular in the South, 
and when war came, it was a natural vehicle for subversion in 
those states bordering the Confederacy. 

The Knights of the Golden Circle had a number of goals 
in their wartime mission, but primarily they attempted to 
find volunteers for the Confederate armies and to encourage 
resistance to the Union draft. In general, they desired to sabo 
tage the United States wherever and however possible. In 
their plans they were joined by Copperheads of every falter 
ing degree of loyalty. TJie Confederacy supported the Knights 
as best it could, and spent large sums of money on the Sons of 
Liberty, its sister organization, which planned in a vague way 
to organize an armed Northwestern Confederacy, and to free 
Southern soldiers held in Union prison camps. 2 

The Knights of the Golden Circle were never more than a 
weak menace in Missouri. The firm Union military occupa 
tion of the state in 1861 made serious subversion almost im 
possible, and, as was the case wherever they existed, most of 
the Knights seem to have been men anxious to foment revolu 
tion, but highly unwilling to take up arms* In 1861 the Mis 
souri Knights were being closely watched, and for thk reason 
a new society named the Corps de Belgique was created by a 
secessionist who was employed as the Belgian consul at SL 

i George K Milton, Abraham Lincoln and the Fifth Column {New Yoik, 

&gt; 67-69, 
* Wood Gray, The Hidden Civil War (New York, 1942), 167-69. 
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Louis, 3 In 1863 Phineas C. Wright, a St. Louis lawyer who 
had been active in the Corps, started a new society, called the 
Order of American Knights, which in Missouri, Illinois, and 
Indiana took over the members and ambitions of the Golden 
Circle and Sons of Liberty. The O.A.K. had five mystical de 
grees, and was also devoted to a Northwestern Confederacy 
to be allied with the South. By the summer of 1864 it was be 
lieved that secret "councils" had been set up all over north 
Missouri with memberships of between ten and sixty thousand 
men. The "Grand Commander* of the Missouri organization 
in 1864 was Charles L. Hunt. 4 

General Rosecrans moved swiftly to destroy the O.A.K. 
during the spring and summer. Provost Marshal Colonel John 
Sanderson was especially assigned to investigate the organiza 
tion, and in a short time his agents had infiltrated most of the 
St. Louis and outstate councils. Sanderson and his men made 
the most of a pretty benign situation, sent Rosecrans wildly 
exaggerated and alarming reports, and soon had the General 
convinced that north Missouri was rotten with treason. 5 How 
ever, when Hunt and twenty-odd other leaders were suddenly 
arrested and clapped into Gratiot Street Prison, the whole 
organization was found to be a shell. With the arrest of a few 
out-state leaders, the movement collapsed and was of no fur 
ther assistance either to Sterling Price or his guerrillas. 

Rosecrans fears of a major Confederate invasion of his de 
partment had much better foundation than did the various 
secret subversive organizations. In mid-July the officials of 
the Confederate State of Missouri and the commanders of the 
Trans-Mississippi completed final plans for a heavy fall raid 
into Missouri. Ageing Sterling Price was to command the in 
vading force, his objective to capture St. Louis and the entire 

Milton, Abraham Lincoln and the Fifth Column, 72. 
*Ibid., 192-94, 253. 
290. 
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state if possible. 6 Major John N. Edwards, who, as General Jo 
Shelby s adjutant was in a position to know, stated that when 
Price was chosen to command, he sent word for the guerrilla 
leaders to hold a council for the purpose of planning diver 
sionary measures. As Price pushed up from Arkansas, the par 
tisans were to turn north Missouri into a battleground in 
order to draw Union troops away from St. Louis. Captain 
John Chestnut was selected by the general as a courier to go 
north to meet with the guerrillas. 7 In the light of what actu 
ally occurred, Edwards remarks are quite accurate. On 
August 9 Rosecrans was advised by Colonel James H. Ford 
from Independence that one of his scouts had located all of 
the guerrilla leaders, Quantrill, Todd, Anderson, and Thrail- 
kill, with from three to five hundred men, in the Smabar 
Creek timber^ twelve miles north of Chapel Hill in Lafayette 
County. Ford s scout, T. C. Kelsey, stated that the giiefriflis 
had held a council of war and then had broken up again. He 
believed that they were waiting for General Shelby to come 
up from Arkansas at which time they would make a big raid 
on Kansas. 8 General Clinton Fisk, District of North Missouri, 
was also advised by an informer that 1,300 guerrillas had been 
ordered into his district to prevent Union troop concentra 
tions, destroy the Hannibal and St. Joseph and North Mis 
souri railroads, and to co-operate with a grand Confederate 
recruiting expedition from Arkansas. 

In compliance with Price s orders (or request), the guerillas 
began to move north of the Missouri River. Bill Anderson 
and his gang were the first to go into action. During the week 
of August 5 they raided in Clay County, taking money, arms, 
and the best horses they could obtain from Union citizens. 10 

Kirkpatrick, "Missouri, the Twelfth Confederate State," 244-46. 

t Edwards, Noted Guerrittas, 283. 

s O. JR., Series i, VoL XLI, Part i, pp. 252-33, Fan 2, p. 623. 

9 O, R., Series i, Vol. XLI, Part 3, p. 395. 

10 Liberty Tribune, August 12, 1864. 



2io GRAY GHOSTS OF THE CONFEDERACY 

Moving eastward to Fredericksburg, Ray County, on August 
12, Anderson pounced on a patrol of the Fifty-first Missouri 
Cavalry led by Captain Patten Colley, out of Richmond. The 
patrol was scattered, and Colley and four men were killed. 
Anderson was reported racing eastward with seventy men in 
his command. 11 On August 13 Bloody Bill was in Carroll 
County, pursued by all the Union militia in the area. 
Throughout the following two days he engaged in rear guard 
skirmishing with the militia cavalry, killing eight or more of 
them. He finally caused them to give up the chase because of 
exhaustion at Grand River on the Chariton County line, and 
then passed unopposed through Chariton and Howard coun 
ties, where during the week of August 20 he joined Clifton 
Holtzclaw and his men in the wild Perche Creek hills of 
northern Boone County. Holtzclaw and a Captain Thomas 
Todd had a Confederate recruiting camp at Dripping Springs 
in the hills, 12 

For several days Anderson dashed about Howard County, 
and then staged an attack on the steamboat Omaha , twelve 
miles below Glasgow. The Omaha was not captured, but her 
captain was so alarmed that he refused to leave port unless 
the gunboat Fannie Ogden accompanied him as guard at his 
wood lot stops. During the week Union patrols, out after the 
guerrillas, found that Anderson had discovered and was uti 
lizing their identifying signals and pass words, ruining them 
for further use in the sub-district. 13 Throughout the week of 
August 24. there was hot skirmishing between guerrillas and 
Union cavalry which had been hastily ordered into Boone 
and Howard counties. In his report for the period, General 
Clinton Fisk coldly informed Department of Missouri Head 
quarters: "My dispatches of to-day [August 24] from the bush- 



. R., Series i, VoL XLI, Part i, pp. 251-52, 
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whack hunters report forty-one guerrillas mustered out by 
our boys in the brush in the lower counties. ... we are doing 
all we can with the means in our hands to exterminate the 
murdering fiends/ 14 Fisk s patrols were reporting the guerril 
las that they killed as hunters would their strings o game. 

On August 28 Anderson and Holtzclaw struck back by am 
bushing a forty-man patrol of the Fourth Missouri Cavalry 
from Boonville. Led by Captain Joseph Parke, the Union 
squadron had come down to Rocheport where the troopers 
spent several hours announcing their intention of running 
Anderson to earth. As the cavalry marched out of town, it was 
fired upon from the wooded bluff east of Moniteau Creek, 
and then literally run over by howling guerrillas. Parke s men 
rode off in all directions, and the captain reported that he had 
seven dead, three men wounded, and three missing. Four of 
the dead were barbarically scalped, one was hanged and 
scalped, and three had their throats cut. 15 Central Missouri 
shuddered. Over at Columbia, fifteen miles east, the home of 
the University of Missouri, the citizens home guard unit, the 
Tigers, was called to active duty, and stationed in the barri 
caded courthouse, university building, and in a stout block 
house built in the middle of Broadway at Eighth Street, Re 
membering Anderson s visit to the bank at Huntsville the 
preceding month, R. B. Price, a nephew of Sterling, secretly 
removed the gold assets of his Boone County National Bank 
and buried it under fence posts where it remained until the 
end of the war. 16 

On the thirtieth Bloody Bill poured his wild crew into 
Rocheport, robbed all the Union stores in town, and drank 
the saloons dry. Taking over the Jeffqrson City 



i* O. R. f Series i, Vol. XLI, Part 2, p. 839. 

15 O. R., Series i, Vol. XLI, Part i, pp. 299-300. 

i This was related to the writer by R. B, Price II, the grandson of banter 
Price, and now president of the Boone County National Bank at Cotaphla, 
Mo. 
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steam tug Buffington, which was unfortunately docked there, 
the guerrillas stoked up its boilers, and yelling and hooting, 
churned up and down the Missouri, outrageously pleased at 
having a private navy. The captain and pilot of the Buffing- 
ton objected and were shot dead. 17 

Bill and his boys stayed in and around Rocheport for a 
week. On September 5 they amused themselves by ambushing 
the steamboat Yellowstone as she came in to dock. The Yel 
lowstone backed away and escaped downstream, the guerrillas 
shooting into her again and again. Seeing the Mars coming 
upriver, two of Anderson s boys foolhardily set out in a skiff 
and demanded her surrender. Guards on the Mars fired on 
them, and one of the guerrillas was mortally wounded. The 
boat retreated to Jefferson City. All traffic on the Missouri 
River stopped. 18 September 7 saw the guerrillas on the North 
Missouri Railroad in northern Boone County tearing down 
telegraph lines and holding up a train from which they took 
four carloads of Union cavalry mounts. 19 

George Todd and John Thrailkill with 130 men moved 
north of the Missouri River just below Dover in Lafayette 
County at dawn of September 19. They threatened Carroll- 
ton, the county seat of Carroll County, and then went on east 
into Chariton County, riding over forty miles in a day and a 
night. On September 20 they roared into Keytesville, the 
county seat of Chariton County, and surrounded a Union 
garrison of thirty-five militiamen ensconced in the fortified 
brick courthouse. Thrailkill went in with a white flag, stated 
that he was a Confederate major acting under orders from 
General Price, and demanded that the garrison surrender. It 
promptly and shamefully did. The courthouse was burned, 
and Keytesville was looted, although in many instances Thrail- 

17 O. R. f Series i, Vol. XLI, Part 2, p. 959, Part 3, pp. 9, 310; Statesman, 
September 2, 1864. 

i* Statesman, September 9, 1864. 

is O. R. f Series i, Vol. XLI, Part i, p. 745. 
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kill forced his men to return money taken, Robert Carman, 
the county sheriff, and William Young, a prominent Union 
man, were marched out of town and shot. Seven of the mili 
tiamen joined ThrailkiU s company, indicating that they had 
been drafted into the wrong army. George Todd at this time 
informed Lieutenant Anthony Pleyer, who surrendered the 
Union post and was later court-martialed, that he was not a 
Confederate officer, "but that he was a bushwhacker . . . and 
intended to follow bushwhacking as long as he lived." As a 
result of the capture of Keytesville, the "disloyal" citizens of 
Chariton County were promptly fined $50,000, with $10,000 
going to Young s heirs, $5,000 to Carman s, and $35,000 to 
build a new courthouse. 20 

In the meanwhile Bill Anderson and his men were active 
in Howard County. By September 13 stages had been robbed, 
and all mails stopped between the military posts at Fayette, 
Franklin, and Renick. Major Austin King, commanding the 
Union garrison at Fayette, reported that his patrols had been 
skirmishing with Anderson for several days and had managed 
to kill six guerrillas. Twelve revolvers had been taken from 
the bodies of Anderson s men. One of the dead had decorated 
the bridle of his horse with human scalps. 21 

By the middle of September it was known that Todd, 
Thrailkill, and Anderson had joined forces in Boone County. 
On the twenty-third they struck a savage blow by wiping out 
a twelve-wagon military train ten miles northeast of Roche- 
port. The train, escorted by Captain James W. McFadden 
and thirty-five troopers of the Third Missouri Cavalry, was 
on its way from Rocheport to Sturgeon, At sunset McFadden 
was met by Captain James Roberts and a patrol of twenty- 
five additional men of the Third Missouri. The parties had 
just come together and were discussing the quietness of tlie 

20 O. R., Series i, Vol. XLI, Part i, pp. 424-29* 

21 O. R. f Series i, Vol. XLI, Part 3, p. 194* 
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day when they were suddenly charged by some three hundred 
guerrillas. The Union cavalry fled in disorder, and Ander 
son s men captured eighteen thousand rounds of ammunition, 
a wagonload of uniforms, and a thousand rations. Twelve 
Union cavalrymen and three Negro teamsters were killed. 
The bodies of the Negroes were put in a wagon and burned. 
That evening, Brigadier General J. B. Douglass, who had 
just arrived by boat at Rocheport with five hundred men, 
went north after Anderson, but could not locate him. Major 
Reeves Leonard with a company of the Ninth Missouri 
Cavalry came down to the scene from Fayette. He encountered 
only six guerrillas, of whom he killed five. Thirty revolvers 
were found on their horses and bodies. 22 While Leonard was 
moving toward General Douglass, the guerrillas neatly circled 
him, and at dawn of the next day were on the outskirts of 
Fayette, the county seat of Howard County, a community of 
nearly a thousand people. 

As Anderson and Todd rested in the hills south of Fayette, 
they were joined by their old captain, William Quantrill, 
who evidently had found the events of the past few days more 
exciting than his mistress. The three men sat down and dis 
cussed the possibility of raiding the town. Anderson and 
Todd were of the opinion that the Union post had been 
drained of men; Quantrill, who had had some sad experiences 
with fortified brick courthouses, believed that the village 
should be avoided. Heated words were exchanged concern 
ing the courage and intelligence of the three leaders, but Bill 
Anderson prevailed, and an attack was decided upon. The 
guerrillas formed in a column in the timber south of town, 
and at a trot proceeded up Church Street west of the city 
cemetery. As they reached the edge of the sleeping town, they 
broke into a gallop, and with their fierce Rebel yells charged 

220. R., Series i, Vol. XLI, Part i, pp. 432-33; Statesman, September 23, 
1864; St. Louis Democrat, September 23, 1864. 
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into the courthouse square. Here they were met by a volley 
of Mini balls from some thirty troopers of the Ninth Cavalry 
barricaded in the courthouse and in a heavy railroad-tie 
blockhouse on the hill where Central College is presently lo 
cated. The guerrillas had again stuck their heads into a 
hornets* nest. Commanded by Lieutenants Joseph M. Street 
and Thomas H. Smith, the Union troopers picked them off 
as they circled around the courthouse, firing their pistols 
futilely at brick walls. Bill Anderson led one wild dash at the 
blockhouse, his black curls streaming out from under a 
large plumed hat, but the guerrillas had no way of entering 
it. Frank James afterwards said, "It was like charging a stone 
wall only this stone wall belched forth lead," and added: 
"The worst scared I ever was during the war was in the 
Fayette fight." 28 In a few minutes it was all over. The guerril 
las pulled north out of town, leaving thirteen dead behind, 
and holding in their saddles some thirty wounded com 
panions. 24 They went slowly up the Roanoke Road, leaving 
their wounded to be hidden by sympathetic farmers* At dusk 
Quantrill and a few men parted with Anderson and Todd in 
disgust. That night Todd and Thrailkill and their company 
also left Bloody Bill. 

The next morning Todd 2^^|^Thrailkill with some 250 
men surrounded Huntsville iirtK.andolph County and de 
manded the surrender of the Union post there, The garrison 
was commanded by Lieutenant Colonel A. F. Denny, and 
that officer, secure behind the brick walls of the county court 
house, stoutly informed the partisans that if they wanted feim 
they could come in and get him. 25 With the fiasco at Fayette 
fresh in his inind, Todd moved south and east to Respd: 

23 The Columbia Missouri Herald, September 24, 1897, caroetf am interview 
with James concerning the fight. 

24 Connelley, Quantrill, 452-53; McCorfcle, Three Years With 
110-12; O. R., Series i, VoI.XLI, Part 1, pp. 4 15- 16,440. 

25 O. R., Series i, VoL XLI, Part 3, p. 397. 
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where he vented his rage by pulling down miles of telegraph 
wire along the North Missouri Railroad. By September 26 
he had disappeared into Boone County. 

Following the Fayette fight Anderson took his men on 
north and east into Audrain County. News of the direction 
of his march reached Paris, the county seat of Monroe 
County, on the morning of September 26, and Major A. V. E. 
Johnson of the Thirty-ninth Missouri Infantry, mounted 158 
of his riflemen and moved south to intercept the guerrillas. 
Anderson and his company ran into Johnson s scouts about 
noon, and turning away, retreated rapidly south, crossing the 
rails of the North Missouri a little east of Centralia in Boone 
County as darkness fell. Here they learned that Todd and 
Thrailkill were camped on the farm of one Singleton, four 
miles south of Centralia. They pushed on to the camp and 
joined their friends. Two hundred and twenty-five guerrillas 
sat around the fires on the prairie at Singleton s that night. 
The main topic of conversation was that on September 19 
Sterling Price, with twelve thousand Confederates, had en 
tered Missouri near Doniphan in the southeastern part of the 
state and was heading toward St. Louis. The great invasion 
was on; the guerrillas must be even more active. 

September 27, 1864, dawned clear and cool. Bill Anderson 
arose from his blanket at Singleton s, and restless and im 
patient for news, mounted thirty of his men and rode into 
Centralia to get St. Louis newspapers. At his right hand 
trotted little Archie Clement, his flat eyes blinking, his per 
petual smile a grimace. Bloody Bill found Centralia sleeping, 
and he waked the hamlet of one hundred people with pistol 
shots and yells. For three hours his boys sauntered around the 
village, terrorizing the inhabitants, demanding and getting 
breakfast, and looting the depot, stores, and houses of pro- 
Union men. Several guerrillas got drunk, and in their excite 
ment set the depot on fire. At midmorning the Columbia 
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stage rolled in, and its passengers were hauled off and glee 
fully robbed. One of them was United States Representative 
James S. Rollins, on his way to a political meeting. Rollins, a 
pistol under his nose, did some magnificent impromptu act 
ing, passing himself off as a local farmer and an ardent sup 
porter of the Confederate States of America. He finally man 
aged to slip away to hiding in the attic of Sneed s Hotel. One 
of the guerrillas rifled his valise and put on a shirt which bore 
the elegant initials of the congressman. About noon the west 
bound North Missouri train from St. Charles whistled in the 
distance, and Anderson s men piled ties on the track and hid 
to await its arrival. The engineer, James Clark, saw the smok 
ing depot but did not reverse his engine because there was a 
gravel train behind him. As the cars pulled up to the depot 
the guerrillas surrounded them, fired their pistols into the 
windows, and as the passengers dismounted, they robbed 
them. Twenty-five unarmed Union soldiers were on board, 
and these were lined up and marched down the platform by 
Archie Clement with a guard of fifteen men. 

In a few minutes Bloody Bill rode his horse in front of the 
Union captives and began to question them. Finding out that 
most of them were on furlough, the guerrilla told them that 
his men needed their uniforms and ordered them to strip* 
The miserable prisoners did as they were directed, and soon 
stood naked or in long underdrawers under the guerrilla 
guns. Anderson then asked if any were officers or noncommis 
sioned officers. There was a long moment of hesitation, and 
then one man, Thomas Goodman, stepped forth, and al 
though believing that he would be instantly shot, admitted 
that he was a sergeant of Missouri Engineers. Anderson cacre- 
lessly ordered Goodman out of the line, and turning to Cle 
ment, told him to "muster out" the soldiers. Little Archie, a 
Colt revolver in each hand, grinned at his master, turned 
and fired point blank at the soldiers. The rest of the guard 
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also began shooting. The Union soldiers died with amaze 
ment marked on their faces. One of them bounded out of the 
line, wounded, knocked down a guerrilla, and having no 
other refuge, crawled under the wooden station dock. It was 
set on fire, and when the man was forced by the flames to 
crawl out, he was pistoled. The North Missouri train was 
then set ablaze, and without engineer or passenger was started 
west toward Sturgeon, five miles away. The engine whistle 
was tied down, causing the boiler to empty a short distance 
from town. The burning cars sent a column of oily black 
smoke into the clear noon air, which was observed for miles. 
Anderson mounted his men at once, and they rode back down 
to Singleton s, shouting and singing. During the morning they 
had discovered a case of boots, and each rider had several pair 
hung over his horse s neck, filled with whiskey from a large 
keg they were unable to carry off. Sergeant Tom Goodman 
was taken along, his feet tied under a horse. When they 
reached camp Anderson, roaring with laughter, congratu 
lated him on his courage and let him go. 26 

Major Johnson and his mounted Union infantry from Paris 
marched into Centralia at four o clock that afternoon. He 
found the town in a state of shock, the women and children 
screaming and crying, the men standing around white-faced 
with disbelief. Learning that only thirty men had been with 
Anderson, Johnson divided his command, leaving half of it 
under Captain Adam Theis to restore order in town. Then, 
in spite of warning that there were many guerrillas in the 
neighborhood, he took the rest of his force out of Centralia 
south on Anderson s trail. A mile from Centralia he saw ten 
horsemen to his front who retreated rapidly before him, as 

26 For accounts of the Centralia "massacre" see: O. R., Series i, Vol. XLI, 
Part i, pp. 440-41, 443, 448, 5*1-22; St. Louis Democrat, September 28, 30, 
1864; Statesman, September $o, 1864; Columbia, Missouri Herald, September 
*4, 1397. 



THE LAST CAMPAIGN 

they had been ordered to do by Todd and Anderson. Johnson 
pressed rapidly after them and into an ambush. Nearing the 
Singleton farm, the Union force topped a gentle rise in the 
prairie and saw, to what must have been their complete 
horror, a line of two hundred dismounted guerrillas stand 
ing silently to their horses at the foot of a sloping hill. Major 
Johnson was a brave officer. He knew many of his men were 
recruits, all had been trained to fight on foot as infantry, and 
and he saw that he could not retreat. He calmly dismounted 
his company, sent his horses back where they were held, and 
formed a twenty-yard line of battle. 

The guerrillas were astounded. One of Todd s men, John 
Koger, suddenly said in a voice that could be heard up and 
down their line, "The fools are going to fight us on foot," 
and then added, "God help *em." George Todd roared for 
the guerrillas to mount, and led by screaming Bill Anderson, 
they charged up the hill at the Union infantry. Johnson s men 
fired one volley with their single-shot Enfield muskets. That 
volley, downhill, was high, and only three of the partisans 
were hit. "Hank" Williams, one of Anderson s men, pitched 
from his horse, dead, and Frank Shepherd, shot through the 
head, dashed his brains and blood over the leg of Frank 
James, who rode next to him. 27 Richard Kenney was fatally 
wounded. In the next minute the guerrillas, their terrible 
revolvers popping, had ridden into the terrified Union in 
fantry, through it, and had scattered its horses. Frank James 
stated that some of the soldiers were desperately biting car 
tridges, attempting to reload; some were trying to fix bayo 
nets; others simply threw down their rifles and looked up 
dazed. In a few minutes most were dead, shot through the 
head. & Major Johnson, courageously firing his pistol, went 
down before the guns of seventeen-year-old Jesse James. The 

27 Columbia, Missouri Herald, September 24, 1897, according to 
James. 
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guerrillas roared back into Centralia and rode over Theis s 
men. Captain Theis got to his horse, and with a few troopers 
raced west to the blockhouse at Sturgeon. He and only eight 
een others reached there safely. Frank James, mounted on his 
horse "Little George/ and Archie Clement followed Theis 
under the rifles of the Union post in their excitement. In 
little more than an hour the Thirty-ninth Missouri Infantry 
had lost 1 14 men and two officers killed, two men wounded, 
and six men missing. The guerrillas rode back to Single 
ton s, killing all the wounded they could locate. Joking little 
David Pool counted the dead at Singleton s by jumping from 
one body to another, crowing, "If they are dead I can t hurt 
them, I cannot count em good without stepping on em. 
When I get my foot on one this way I know I ve got him." 28 
Major Johnson and many of his men were stripped, and it 
was reported at the time that their bodies were mutilated. 
This atrocity story was not so. 2d 

The almost complete destruction of Johnson s command 
panicked the entire area. It was several days after the massacre 
and fight at Centralia before federal cavalry in the area began 
to feel out cautiously after the guerrillas. By that time Ander 
son, Todd, and Thrailkill had separated and faded into hid 
ing in Howard County. 

On October 3, 1864, a band of guerrillas robbed and 
burned two trains on the Hannibal and St. Joseph Railroad 
at Hunnewell in Shelby County, and on the fifth, because of 
this attack, Isaac H. Sturgeon, the president of the North Mis 
souri, sent General Rosecrans the following letter: 

SIR: Since the murdering of the unarmed soldiers on our train 
on Tuesday a week ago and the burning of our cars we have not 

2* Columbia, Missouri Herald,, September 24, 1897. 

2 For accounts of the fight at Singleton s and Centralia, see: O. R. f Series i, 
Vol. XLI, Part i, pp. 440-41, Pan 3, pp. 488, 491, 521, 522, 693; Britton, The 
Civil War on the Border, II, 385-86; Statesman, September 30, 1864; St. Louis 
Democrat, September 28, 30, 1864. 
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felt that we could with any safety go beyond Saint Charles with 
our trains, and the destruction of trains on the Hannibal and St. 
Joseph Railroad confirms us in the propriety of not attempting 
to run trains until the road is guarded by a sufficient military 
force. In the multitude of matters that you have to think of, I 
feel you will not deem it out of place on my part to make sug 
gestions, even if what I suggest is of no value or has been thought 
of by you. Three thousand cavalry distributed along our line of 
road and west of the Hannibal and St. Joseph road, patrolling 
the road, ever on the march backward and forward, taking sec 
tions of fifty miles for 300 or 400, and scouring the country each 
side, armed with plenty of heavy revolvers as well as the musket, 
as the guerrilla bands are, would soon enable us in safety to run 
our trains. If we have not horses press them and mount our in 
fantry, and let our men live as the guerrillas do, off the country, 
giving vouchers to the loyal and none to rebel sympathizers. At 
Wellsville, Mexico, Centralia, or Sturgeon, and at Macon there 
should be garrisons of infantry, with log-houses or some fortifica 
tion, so as to defend against a superior force. At Perruque [sic] 
bridge a guard should be kept till all trouble is over; also the 
bridges just north and south of Mexico should be guarded We 
are anxious to move our trains as soon as you can make it safe 
to do so. I know that you will give us protection as soon as cir 
cumstances will admit of it. 50 

Anderson, Todd, and their men had accomplished a good 
part of their military mission. North Missouri was under a 
reign of terror, and rail transportation was paralyzed in the 
face of General Price s advance up through the state. 

If the guerrilla campaign along the Missouri River was a 
success in August and September, Price s invasion was not 
doing at all well. On September 27 his army had suffered a 
bloody rebuff at Pilot Knob in Iron County where General 
Tom Ewing and a small force in Fort Davidson held off two 
thirds of the Confederate force for twenty-four hours and 

ao O. R., Series i, Vol. XLI, Part 3, p. 634. 
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then managed to escape. Losing his nerve, "Old Pap* Price 
turned west from St. Louis, which he could easily have taken, 
and straggled toward Jefferson City. On October 2 he was in 
front of the state capital, but did not attack the inferior Union 
force holding fortified positions around the town. Gathering 
his ragged cavalry together he moved on up the Missouri 
River to Boonville on the ninth. He was now being pressed 
from the east by General Alfred Pleasonton with cavalry 
from Jefferson City. On his left flank Union troops under 
General A. J. Smith were beginning to close in, and at his 
right lay the almost impassable river. Ahead of him to the 
west forces from Missouri and Kansas were gathering under 
Generals Curtis, Blunt, and the unsavory Doc Jennison. Ster 
ling Price s position was becoming serious, and instead of act 
ing vigorously the old man rode in an ambulance or lay on a 
carpet drinking toddies. 31 Again the Union trap was closing 
on him. 

si Monaghan, Civil War on the Western Border, 350-25. 
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The Final Struggle 



ON October 11, 1864, Bill Anderson, William CL Quan- 
trill, and George Todd met General Sterling Price at 
Boonville. Price welcomed the "distinguished parti 
san leaders" who, in the words of Captain T. J. Mackey of the 
general s staff, "were the terror of the enemy in that section 
and accustomed to operating on railroads." 1 General Price 
had a choice at this time. He could either denounce the guer 
rillas and send them out of his lines, or he could be blind to 
their methods and utilize them. Assessing his poor military 
position, he determined to use them, and in his own words 
later officially stated: 

Captain Anderson, who reported to me that day with a com 
pany of about 100 men, was immediately sent to destroy the 
North Missouri Railroad. At the same time Quantrill was sent 
with the men under his command to destroy the Hannibal and 

i O. R., Serks i, VoL XIJ, Part i, p. 718. In testimony at a court of inquiry 
concerning Price s disastrous campaign which was held at Shreveport* Louisi 
ana, in April, 1865. 
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Saint Joseph Railroad, to prevent the enemy, if possible, from 
throwing their forces in my front from Saint Louis. These offi 
cers I was informed afterwards did effect some damage to the 
roads, but none of any material damage, and totally failed in the 
main object proposed, which was to destroy the large railroad 
bridge that was in the end of Saint Charles County. 2 

The general then issued the following terse order which 
was later found on Bill Anderson s body: 

SPECIAL ORDER) HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF MISSOURI 

Boonville, October 11, 1864 

Captain Anderson with his command, will at once proceed to 
the north side of the Missouri River and permanently destroy 
the North Missouri Railroad, going as far east as practicable. He 
will report his operations at least every two days. 

By order of Major-General Price: 

MACLEAN, 
Lieutenant-Colonel and Assistant Adjutant General* 

With Anderson and Quantrill assigned, George Todd and 
his new men were sent south of Boonville to cut the Pacific 
Railroad. Sterling Price s use of Anderson, Quanuill, and 
Todd in his campaign of 1864 raised a storm of criticism in 
the Missouri newspapers. The Liberty Tribune stated edi 
torially: 

There seems no longer to be any doubt that General Sterling 
Price has given full countenance and indorsement to the scoun 
drelly and murderous operations of Anderson, Quantrell, [sic] 
Reeves, and other guerrilla chieftains in this State. It is reliably 
reported that when the rebel commander was at Booneville [sic] 
the villain Bill Anderson presented "Old Pap" with a pair of 
costly silver-mounted pistols, and that in his speech in response, 
the recipient complimented Anderson, saying that if he had fifty 
thousand such men he would hold the state permanently. 4 T^U &lt;- 

2 O. R., Series i, Vol. XU, Part i, p. 632. 

* O. R., Series i, Vol. XLI, Part 4, p. 354. 

* Liberty Tribune, November 4, 1864; St. Louis Democrat, October 28, 1864. 
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Expediency was likely the only motive which moved 
General Price to employ the guerrillas. He was so hard- 
pressed that he was almost forced to welcome any fighting 
men who would kill the Union force that was relentlessly sur 
rounding him. The guerrillas were great killers, and William 
Quantrill, Bill Anderson, and George Todd all died in action 
against a Union foe. 

Neither Anderson nor Quantrill paid much attention to 
their Boonville orders. Anderson and his men were put across 
the river by ferry, and the guerrilla did send a party east along 
the Boone s Lick road which leads into the North Missouri 
Railroad. On October 14 some eighty of his men fell on Dan 
ville, the county seat of Montgomery County, killed five 
militiamen, several civilians, and burned and robbed most 
of the stores and houses in the community. They announced 
that they were Anderson s men, and then went on east to loot 
New Florence and High Hill, burning the railroad depots in 
those towns. 5 The guerrillas were scattered by militia the 
next day. 

Bill Anderson was not present at the Danville raid. Both 
he and Quantrill were at Glasgow with General Jo Shelby 
when he captured that Howard County river town on Oc 
tober 14. The guerrilla leaders again showed their basically 
outlaw natures following the Confederate victory at Glasgow. 
Quantrill sent two of his men to the home of pro-Union 
banker W. F. Dunnica, and that unhappy man was forced to 
open the safe of his counting house and hand over $21,000 
to the guerrilla. Bloody Bill entertained himself by going to 
the home of Benjamin Lewis, the wealthiest citizen of the 
town, and by the use of threats and a beating obtained $5,000 
in gold and notes from his victim.* 

Following the capture of Glasgow, Quantrill again faded 

5 O. R. f Series i, Vol. XLI, Part i, p. 888; Fart 5, p. 893. 

O. R. f Series i, VoL XLI, Part i, p. 431; St. Louis Democrat, October 21, 
November 14, 1864; History of Howard and Chariton Counties, Missouri, 289. 
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into obscurity, and made no move north toward the Hannibal 
and St. Joseph Railroad, Anderson took his men on west along 
the Missouri River, keeping pace with Price s army, which 
was fighting continuous rear guard action with Pleasonton s 
Union cavalry on the other side of the stream. George Todd 
and his men were successful in stopping rail transportation on 
the Pacific road, burning the bridge, depot, water tanks, and 
houses at Otterville in Cooper County. 7 He and his company 
were then assigned to Jo Shelby s cavalry division and rode as 
scouts for that hard-fighting elite unit. They were in every 
advance guard skirmish as Price lunged westward toward 
Independence and the Kansas line. 

On October 21 Shelby *s division reached the Little Blue 
River just east of Independence, and found its old enemy, 
the Kansas militia, commanded by Generals Blunt, Jennison, 
and Moonlight, holding the crossings. The Confederates 
pushed the Kansans back and into Independence where fierce 
block-to-block fighting took place. As the outnumbered Union 
troops retreated, George Todd and his scouts followed them 
closely. Two and one half miles northeast of town the guer 
rilla leader reined in his horse on a little rise and rose in his 
stirrups to watch the enemy. At that moment a Spencer car 
bine ball fired by a Union sniper smashed into his neck, and 
he crashed from his mount. His men came to him quickly and 
found him suffocating in his blood, paralyzed and unable to 
ride, They carried him into town to the house of a Mrs. Bums 
where he was placed on a bed while attempts were made to 

dress his wound. He lived only an hour. George Todd was 
* fti- i * i i -r w+*ffor*ril ^ 

buried by his men that night in the Independence Cemetery. 

He had died fighting, the only suitable way for death to come 
to him. 8 

7 O. R., Series i, Vol. XLI, Part 3, p. 741. 

8 O. R. f Series i, Vol. XLI, Part 4, pp. 194, $06; Connelley, Quantrill, 454-55; 
Edwards, Noted Guerrillas, 321. 
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Old General Sam Curtis, who commanded all of the Union 
forces on the Confederate western front, took time in the 
middle of desperate battle on October 22 to send his wife the 
following communication: "It is certain that among the 
rebels killed yesterday the notorious Todd, one of the mur 
derers of our son, was one among many who were killed/ 9 
Curtis had never forgotten Baxter Springs. David Pool took 
over Todd s company, and they moved on west with Price, 
who was defeated the next day at the battle of Westport. 
When Price s shattered army started its long and hopeless re 
treat toward Arkansas, Todd s men went with it. 

The sands were now running out for Bill Anderson. 
Through the middle of October he moved westward through 
Chariton and Carroll counties, murdering Union men and 
burning houses. Little Archie Clement was at his diabolical 
work again with his ready knife and pistols. At one place the 
guerrillas forced a hapless German named Eisenhour to guide 
them. When they were done with his services, Archie shot 
him, cut his head off, and placed it in the hands of the corpse 
on its chest. 10 

The last week of October saw Anderson and his men in 
the lower part of Ray County, isolated in north Missouri as 
Price s defeated Confederates marched toward Arkansas. On 
October 26, 1864, Bloody Bill fought his last battle. His death 
came at the hands of the Missouri State Militia. On the mom- 
ing of the twenty-sixth, as the result of information given by a 
country woman, the guerrilla and his mm were located in 
camp near AlhaB^oi^ 

RajMCounty. A Union force, commanded by Majors Samuel 
P. Cox ancf John Grimes, and composed of 150 ea erf fi*e 
Fifty-first and Thirty-third Missouri Infantry from Ray, 

O. R., Series i, Vol. XLI, Part 4, p. 190, 

10 History of Carroll County, Missouri, 362-63; St. Louis Democrat, Octote: 
50, 1864. 
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Daviess, and Caldwell counties, was sent down from Rich 
mond into the area. 11 

Anderson and his men had no suspicion that there were 
any enemy troops in the neighborhood. When the guerrilla 
arose on the twenty-sixth, he and a few of his boys rode to the 
nearby house of W. R. Blythe and demanded breakfast. While 
it was being prepared, Bill, always vain and jaunty, washed 
his face and hands, combed his long curls, and looking in a 
mirror, bowed and remarked, "Good morning, Captain An 
derson, how are you this morning?" And then, grinning, he 
answered his question, "Damn well, thank you/ 12 

About noon Major Cox reached the neighborhood and 
found exactly where the guerrillas were bivouacked. As there 
was only one road leading into the area, he posted half his 
men under Major Grimes in ambush along it, and drew up 
the rest in a battle line across it. The day was crisp and cool, 
and the dense Missouri woods were quiet except for the slowly 
falling leaves. A little after noon the Union troops heard the 
beat of many hoofs up the road and broken words and laugh 
ter coming toward them. Cox s soldiers in the road and in 
the ambush cocked their heavy Enfield rifles and silently 
waited. Suddenly, around a curve dashed Bill Anderson, fol 
lowed by about seventy riders. The guerrilla leader saw the 
Union infantry drawn across the road and pulled his horse up 
to a halt. Then, he drew his revolver, and with a shrill yell 
charged. It was to be Centralia again. 

The cheering guerrilla column, closely packed in the road, 
galloped into the ambush. Grimes and his men rose as one, 
and from the woods at point-blank range poured a volley of 
Mini&lt; balls and buckshot into them. At the same moment 
Cox and his men fired at Anderson and the head of the col 
umn. When the smoke cleared, the lane was filled with thresh 
ing horses and dead and dying guerrillas. Only Bill Anderson 

11 0. R. f Series i, Vol. XLI, Part i, p. 442. 

, "Bloody Bill, Noted Guerrilla of the Civil War," loc. cit., 18. 
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continued the charge; the rest of his men dashed into the 
woods. The partisan leader spurred on toward Cox and his 
men in the road, the Union infantry now shooting at him 
with revolvers* Anderson reached the blazing blue clad line, 
broke through it, and then, throwing his arms in the air, he 
toppled backwards off his horse. Cox s men cautiously ap 
proached the figure in the road, their guns covering him. It 
was Anderson, dead, two balls through the back of his head, 
a pistol clutched in each of his fists. He had died as he had 
lived, violently, seeking no quarter. 13 

The body of the handsome guerrilla was put in a wagon, 
and Cox and his jubilant men, only four of them wounded, 
rode back to Richmond. The corpse was put on public dis 
play at the courthouse, and all night long by flickering torch 
and candle it was viewed by almost every person in the little 
community. When the sun rose * Doctor Kice," the town 
photographer, washed the pallid face of Bill Anderson, 
propped the body up, and took pictures of it "to supply the 
people with his likeness." Major Cox had the guerrilla buried, 
without services, in an unmarked grave in the Richmond 
cemetery. He provided only a "decent" coffin. 14 

Anderson s horse and the articles found on his body 
aroused great public interest. The bridle of his mount was 
braided with a human scalp. There were six revolvers in his 
saddle holsters and his belt. In the dead guerrilla s pockets 
were found pictures of himself and his wife, letters she had 
written from Texas, a lock of her hair, $600 in gold and 
Union greenbacks, a little Confederate flag with the words, 
"Presented to W. L. Anderson by his friend F. M. R./&gt; and 
the orders General Price had given him at Boonville. 15 

iO. R., Series i, Vol. XLI, Part i, p. 442; Brittan, The Cwtt War on the 
Border, II, 544-45. 

i* Liberty Tribune, November 11, 1864. 

is Liberty Tribune, November 4, 1864; O. R., Series i, Vol. XLI, Part 4, 

P-334- 
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The Union military command in Missouri could not have 
been more pleased over Bloody Bill Anderson s demise. Major 
Cox became a military hero, was promoted, and he and his 
men were specially cited in a departmental general order. In 
this order General Rosecrans directed that Anderson s watch 
and pistols were to be kept by the officers of the victorious 
militia, and the money found on him was to be divided among 
the men. 16 

William L. Anderson s frightful military record during 
the Civil War on the border can only speak for itself. When 
he died, the Confederacy lost an insanely effective warrior, a 
man who was never accused of cowardice in the face of an 
enemy. All things considered, perhaps he understood in his 
rage-filled mind far better than others placed high in the 
embattled South the necessary cruel and remorseless ingredi 
ents required for a successful rebellion. 

Anderson s leaderless men chose nineteen-year-old Archie 
Clement as their new captain, but the wild spirit that had 
directed them was gone. Archie s plain viciousness could not 
replace it. The unit split up; a number of the boys led by 
Clement slipped through the Union lines and made their way 
down to their old winter haunts in Texas. 

December, 1864, saw the last Confederate hopes in Mis 
souri crushed. William C. Quantrill, in hiding since the cap 
ture of Glasgow, decided to leave the state. In the middle of 
December he gathered together thirty-three of his old boys 
who had hidden out in Jackson County, and this party, 
dressed in Union blue, passed across Missouri and entered 
Kentucky late in January, 1865. During that spring Quantrill 
and his men roamed aimlessly about in the north central 
part of the state, committing crimes and skirmishing in a 
minor fashion with the Union militia. Bill called himself 
Captain "Clarke." 17 He was used up as a leader, and must 

i O. R., Series i, Vol. XLI, Part i, p. 317. 
IT Connelley, Quantrill f 460-61. 
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have known that most men spoke his name with disgust and 
horror. 

On May 10,1 865, Quantrill and his little gang were camped 
in a barn lot on the farm o James H. Wakefield in the south 
ern part of Spencer County. Here he was surprised and at 
tacked by a Union ranger party commanded by Captain Ed 
ward TerrilL Quantrill and his men scrambled wildly for 
their horses, and, while running, the guerrilla leader was hit 
in the back by a pistol ball that entered his body at his left 
shoulder blade and smashed downward into his spine. Bill 
Quantrill dropped into the manure and mud of the horse lot, 
fatally wounded and completely paralyzed below the arms. 
On May 12 Captain Terrill loaded the wounded guerrilla 
into a wagon and hauled his prize to the hospital of the mili 
tary prison at Louisville, Here Quantrill lingered in miser 
able pain until he died following an operation on June 6, 
1865. The Louisville Daily Democrat and Journal took only 
passing notice of his death. While he lay in the hospital he 
was nursed by a priest, and before he gasped out his last 
breath, he made a full confession and was baptized in the 
Roman Catholic faith. He was buried in the old Portland 
Catholic Cemetery at Louisville, but in 1887 his mother had 
his bones brought back to Ohio* The man she paid to re 
move the body stole some of the skeleton, and years later 
parts of it turned up in the hands of a Kansas collector. 18 

So Quantrill died* A singular man* a truly able c^vaky 
leader, yet with such major defects of character as to raider 
him continuously defeated in what might have been a dis 
tinguished military career. His na-me, aloiig witfo Andersoi^f 
and Todd s, is in most instances BOW bettor r^B^abered Asm 
any other of the many captains, North and Scmti^ wh^ took 
part in the terrible Civil Wait &lt;m idfoe western border. 

** Conneney, QuantriU, 35-3$, 477-80. 
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Surrender 



THE early spring of 1865 found the eastern Confed 
eracy staggering, its morale crushed by Sherman s 
great raid through its heartland and Lee s increasing 
inability to hold the northern lines around Richmond. In 
Missouri and Arkansas all hopes for ultimate Confederate 
victory had guttered out with Sterling Price s rout in the fall 
of 64, and the armies of the Trans-Mississippi Department 
were disintegrating through desertion and lack of supplies. 
Effective guerrilla operations along the border had ceased 
with the death of Anderson and Todd, and most of the parti 
sans had sulked down to Texas or had gone to Louisiana with 
Price. In April, 1865, the end came. General Lee surrendered 
his army in Virginia and Joe Johnston surrendered in North 
Carolina. Kirby Smith turned the Trans-Mississippi Depart 
ment over to the Union forces, after some delay, on May 25. 
Only a few guerrillas had remained in Missouri through 
the winter of 1864-1865, and these, with no hope of being 
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considered as Confederate partisans, degenerated into bands 
of outlaws. On March 29, 1865, the Kansas City Journal, 
under the headline "Bushwhacking Played Out/* announced 
that Union Colonel Chester Harding, who now commanded 
the Central District, was making plans to exterminate or 
drive out the few remaining guerrillas. In April the Columbia 
Statesman stated that most of the bushwhackers were leaving 
central Missouri, and advised its readers to adopt the follow 
ing policy toward them: "Let the sight of a guerrilla be the 
signal to shoot him. If he comes to your house shoot him; 
if you meet him in the road shoot him down; in short resolve 
that those devils shall no longer rob, insult and outrage you, 
and hold in jeopardy your property and very existence/* 1 

On May 15, 1865, the citizens of Liberty held a mass meet 
ing and passed a resolution asking the county court to offer a 
thousand-dollar reward for the apprehension and delivery, 
dead or alive, of "the few marauders and thieves" who were 
still operating as guerrillas in Clay County. 2 Martial law had 
been ended by joint proclamation of Governor Thomas Flet 
cher and General Pope in March, and civil courts were again 
beginning to hold their terms. The exhausted people of 
ruined Missouri felt that the war was over and that all fur 
ther hostility was futile and should cease. The savage fires of 
four years of guerrilla warfare had burned out both civil re 
sistance and the desire for further punitive measures by the 
Union military command. All parties felt only sullen fatigue. 

Colonel Harding and his cavalry pursued the guerrillas 
remaining in western and central Missouri throughout the 
spring, killing them when they came across them* On May i 
he reported to departmental headquarters that in the past 
three months he had shot only thirty-four bushwhackers, and 
that conditions were generally quiet. He believed, however, 

1 Daily K. C. Journal, April 15, 1^65, citing the Statesman. 

2 Liberty Tribune, May 19, 1865. 
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that with the dissolution of the western Confederate armies 
his district would receive "the worst elements of the disband 
ing . . . rebels/* and asked that a policy be established whereby 
repentant Southern soldiers might become prisoners of war. 8 
A kindly, decent officer, Chester Harding knew that peace 
was coming and that somehow returning Confederates would 
have to be accepted and accommodated under that peace. He 
was very sick of war* 

On the morning of May 7, 1863, the tranquility of Hard- 
ing s Central District came to a surprising and shocking end. 
At 2:00 A.M. forty guerrillas charged into the village of 
Holden in western Johnson County, robbed two stores, and 
killed a man. An hour later no horsemen roared into Kings- 
ville, five miles west, sacked the town, killed eight men, 
wounded two, and burned five houses. Little Archie Clement 
was back from Texas and had paid his home town his first 
call in the state. 4 Seemingly from nowhere a major partisan 
force had again sprung into existence. 

Down at St. Louis, Major General Grenville M. Dodge, 
who now commanded the Department of Missouri, could 
hardly believe the reports from Holden and Kingsville. 
Dodge, too, thought the war was over, and was anxious to 
start on his plans for a transcontinental railroad. He acted 
swiftly against the guerrillas. All of the Central District 
Militia Cavalry was called to duty and put in the field, and a 
regiment of infantry was placed on the cars of the Missouri 
Pacific at Jefferson City and sent to Warrensburg. Six com 
panies of cavalry were sent into the area from Henry County. 5 

The Kansas City Journal was outraged over the raids on 
the Johnson County towns, On May 11, 1865, it angrily in 
formed its readers: "These guerrillas in addition jto being 

* O. R^ Series i, VoL XLVm, Part 2, p. 286. 

*O. R^ Series i, VoL XLVIII, Fart 2, pp. 342, 352, 353; Daily K. C, Journal, 
May 10, 1865. 

* O. R., Series i, VoL XLVIH, Part 2, pp. 342, 352-53. 
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thieves and robbers and murderers are rebels/ and added 
that their immediate suppression was an "essential part of the 
closing up of the war." The Journal also accused the Union 
military of having known of the presence and progress of the 
guerrillas from the time they had crossed the Arkansas River 
in the Indian nations. This accusation was not true, as Gen 
eral Dodge admitted that the first knowledge his department 
had of them came with this appearance at Holden. However, 
the Department of Kansas had warning of their coming. On 
May 5 Colonel Charles W. Blair, commanding Fort Scott, had 
informed the Union post at Mound City that a large band of 
guerrillas was moving north in Missouri about twenty-five 
miles east of the Kansas line. This information was apparently 
not relayed on to Missouri. On the evening of May 8 the guer 
rilla party was reported by Union scouts to be moving north 
toward Lexington, and, in a flurry of warning telegrams to 
his posts, General Dodge complained that "they are just as 
well posted about my plans as I am/ &gt;6 Throughout western 
Missouri the question was, Who are these men; who leads 
them? On the morning of May 9 this was answered by Major 
B. K. Davis, commanding the post at Lexington. Davis in 
formed Colonel Harding at Warrensburg that his scouts had 
obtained the following information the night before. The 
guerrillas were members of Bill Anderson s old gang. They 
were just up from Texas. They were being led by Archie 
Clement, David Pool, and Jim Anderson, Bill s brother. They 
had told people of the neighborhood south of Lexington that 
they had known nothing of General Johnston s surrender in 
North Carolina, and many of them refused to believe that Lee 
had quit fighting. More important, Major Davis reported, "a 
large portion of them are anxious to give themselves up if 
they can be treated as prisoners of 



e O. JR., Series i, Vol. XLVHI, Part 2, pp. 325, 352-55- 
7 O. R. f Series i, Vol. XLVIII, Part 2, pp. 370-71. 
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Colonel Harding had been advised by the Department of 
Missouri on May 7 as to the position to take concerning the 
surrender of guerrillas at that time. At that time General 
Dodge wrote him: "You can say to all such who lay down 
their arms and surrender and obey the laws that the military 
law will not take any further action against them, but that 
we cannot protect them against the civil law should it deem 
best to take cognizance of their cases." 8 

Harding passed this word on to Davis at Lexington, and 
this lenient policy was followed generally by the Union com 
manders throughout the department. 

On the morning of May 11 little Archie Clement sent 
Major Davis the following impudent note under a flag of 
truce: "This is to notify you that I will give you until Friday 
morning, May 12, 1865, to surrender the town of Lexington. 
If you surrender we will treat you and all taken as prisoners of 
war. If we have to take it by storm we will burn the town and 
kill the soldiers. We have the force and are determined to have 
it." 9 

Archie was obviously not ready to end the war, and it is 
certain that he had little belief that he would ever receive am 
nesty for his deeds either from the military or the civil author 
ities. David Pool was another person, however. His record 
had been fairly clean, and he entered into conversations with 
Davis concerning surrender. On May 16 the Lexington post 
commander advised Harding that: 

David Pool professes to be in the Sni Hills collecting his men in 
order to give them up. Pool s first lieutenant is south of here 
doing the same thing, and I have every assurance that he will 
give himself up as soon as he gets his men together, whom he and 
Pool assert were disbanded to meet on the soth instant. I am al 
most certain that Clement with five or six men, was on the river 

s O. R., Series i, Vol. XLVIII, Part 2, pp. M 1 ^- 
O. R., Series i, Vol. XLVIII, Part 2, pp. 408-409. 
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yesterday, between here and Berlin, prospecting for crossing the 
river. . . - His letter sent in is dated May 14, and proposed with 
five men to meet an equal party at the Mound, on Warrensburg 
road, on the iyth instant, to learn particulars of terms, 



On May 21, 1865, the great news was flashed across the en 

tire state of Missouri. David Pool with eighty-five of Ander 

son s and Todd s guerrillas had surrendered to Colonel Hard 

ing at Lexington. The act was performed in a strictly mili 

tary manner. At noon of the twenty-first Pool sent a rider 

bearing a large white flag into Lexington to advise the post 

of his presence. Colonel Harding then rode out with an escort 

a mile and a half from town and led the guerrillas into Lex 

ington and down the streets to the provost marshal s office. In 

the shadow of the county courthouse, its stately columns 

clipped by cannon balls from the battle of four years before, 

Pool raised his hand and the riders came to a halL For the 

first time the ragged partisans were being treated as enemy 

soldiers. Now they tried to act like soldiers. At a command 

they dismounted as a company and stood to horse. Pool rasped 

out another order, and in a body his men stepped two paces 

forward and laid down their rifles. Next, heavy pistol belts 

were unstrapped and placed on top of the carbines. Silently 

they filed before the provost marshal; each man raised his 

hand and took an oath of allegiance to the United States and 

received a parole certificate. They then returned to their 

horses, and Colonel Harding told them to return home and 

live in peace. Only a few of the boys had any home to go back 

to; most of their families were scattered far over the west. 

That night Chester Harding jubilantly telegraphed Gen 
eral Dodge at St. Louis, "Bushwhacking is stopped."* 11 Bur- 

10 o. JR., Series i, Vol. XLVm, Part 2, p. 470. 

11 O. R. f Series i, VoL XLVHI, Part 2, p. 545" Liberty Tribune, May *6, 
1865. If published at the time, the Lexington newspapers of the period are 
not available. 
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ing the next few days many other guerrillas rode in, put down 
their guns, and took the oath. But Archie Clement, Jim An 
derson, and a few others did not. They knew that there could 
never be any peace for them, and about June i they crossed 
the Missouri and moved down to Howard County. 

David Pool, the guerrilla comedian, became a sort of celeb 
rity with the Union officers of the Lexington post. After his 
parole he was sent out into the district with a cavalry escort 
to urge other guerrillas to give themselves up,, living evidence 
that it was safe to do so. Up and down the Central District the 
partisans came out of the woods and surrendered at Pool s 
urging. On May 31 Colonel Harding reported: 

For the information of the commanding general I have the 
honor to report that no hostile shot has been fired in this district 
since Sunday, three weeks ago. Over 200 bushwhackers have ac 
cepted the terms offered them at Lexington. Small parties have 
come here and at other places. The citizens who do not help us 
are vexed at the course pursued. They think we should meet 
these fellows in the brush and kill them, or else violate our 
plighted faith when they are in our power. We have been very 
anxious to find them in the brush. No one can judge of the dif 
ficulties attending the attempt until he tries to do so. It took 
Dave Pool nearly a week to collect his small band of forty. The 
men were lying by twos and threes in the brush from the Sni 
Hills to the mouth of the La Mine. It is the same with other 
gangs; they live with their friends in the country, and are plowing 
or planting as we pass by. Pool has been out with Lieutenant 
Saltzman, acting assistant adjutant general, and has showed hint 
some of the tricks of the bushwhackers, among others is that of 
spreading their blankets across the road and marching their 
horses on the blankets to prevent a trail being made. Pool is do 
ing good work. The Governor promises him full pardon if he 
keeps on as he has now started. Some of the surrendered men are 
abusing their privileges. I have notified the bushwhackers that 
the mercy extended to them is unparalleled, and that we expect 
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them to keep the same good faith which we show them. If they 
step over the line of their obligations they will be arrested and 
shot without trial. It is useless to depend upon civil authorities 
here; the very men who are most fierce in their denunciations of 
the military arm for protecting rebels are the men who dare not 
go before a justice of the peace or a grand jury to testify against 
the culprits. Farmers are returning to their farms. No one need 
be afraid to travel alone north of this point. 12 

On May 23 the Kansas City Journal announced cheerfully: 
"In Missouri the war of the roses and bushes is virtually over. 
In a short time the bushwhackers will be gone over and amen 
done for." However, a week later, the same publication 
sourly stated; "Thirty bushwhackers surrendered at Lexing 
ton last week. If they are really bushwhackers they should be 
decently treated, decently tried, decently convicted and de 
cently hung/ 13 

Elsewhere in north Missouri the surrender of the guerrillas 
did not go off so smoothly. Over in Clay County, where Frank 
and Jesse James were to return home, Oliver Shepherd, later 
an outlaw, asked the Union post at Liberty for terms that 
would allow him and six others of QuantrilFs old boys to keep 
their side arms in order to protect themselves. Advised that 
they must turn in their pistols, Shepherd and his men gave 
themselves up and took the loyalty oath. As soon as they put 
down their revolvers, two of them were promptly arrested by 
the civil authorities, one for murder, one for stealing a horse. 14 

Down in Howard County, Archie Clement and Jim Ander 
son again tried to arrange terms for themselves and six other 
men with them. On June 2 they approached Coloiie! A. F. 
Denny, commanding the post at Glasgow, who advised them 
that they would have to surrender unconditionally. Clement 

12 a. R. f Series i, Vol. XLVm, Part *, pp. 705-706. 

is Daily K. C. Journal, May 27, 1865. 

14 Liberty Tribune, May 20, June 29, 1865. 
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and Anderson procrastinated and did not come in. They de 
layed matters to such an extent that Denny was ordered not 
to parley further with them, but to catch them and kill them. 15 
The Union command was itching to get its hands on little 
Archie. He and Anderson slipped back into Texas, where the 
latter had his throat cut on the state capitol lawn at Austin. 

The last of the boys who had gone to Kentucky with Quan- 
trill surrendered at Samuel s Depot in that state on July 26, 
1865. They were allowed to take the oath of allegiance and 
go their way. 16 One of them was Frank James. His brother 
Jesse had been shot through the lung early in the spring, and 
it is believed he was being nursed by his mother, who had 
been driven temporarily out of Clay County to Rulo, Ne 
braska. 

In this manner most of the guerrillas were given the chance 
to put down their arms in 1865, granted truly generous terms, 
in view of their bloody record, by the Union military authori 
ties. Would these young men be able to patch up their lives, 
return to their home communities, find ways of making a 
living, and develop into normal citizens? Could they live in 
peace? Most had known nothing but war since childhood. 

Of the several hundred guerrillas who survived the war 
and surrendered in 1865, a majority seem to have either fol 
lowed peaceful pursuits or to have left Missouri. A consider 
able number of these wild young men, however, either could 
not, or would not, lead orderly lives. They became trouble 
makers, gunmen, and ultimately outlaws. 

To a very great extent postwar conditions in Missouri were 
against the ex-guerrillas, as indeed they were against the 
beaten regular Confederate soldiers who straggled back and 
attempted to make a normal living. From 1865 until 1872 the 
state was controlled by the Radical Republicans, who en- 
is O. R., Series i, Vol. XLVIII, Part 2, pp. 737-38, 785, 848, 872. 
i fl Connelley, Quantrill, 479. 
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forced a severe reconstruction policy. The Confederate sol 
dier, regular or irregular, returned to a community where he 
was disfranchised and without many other civil rights, a com 
munity in which he felt that the government, the laws, and 
the courts were hostile to him because of the cause he had 
served. The ex-Confederate was usually without funds or 
property, and in the ruined economy of Missouri it was diffi 
cult for him to make a new start. For the men who had ridden 
with Anderson, Quantrill, or Todd, there was an additional 
threat. Possibly the civil law might try them for their war 
time deeds, and the state was full of Union men who had 
suffered at their hands and now might seek revenge. And for 
many of the young guerrillas farming must have seemed very 
hard and very unexciting. 

Between 1865 and 1870 there was a great wave of lawless 
ness and violence in central and western Missouri. Much of it 
was very partisan, either directed at the ex-Confederate or 
created by him. Conditions became so bad in the old Central 
Military District that troops were sent back into the area in 
October, 1866, and in December, Governor Fletcher called 
twenty-four militia cavalry companies and ten infantry com 
panies back to duty and stationed them in Lafayette and Jack 
son counties. The governor stated that the troops would re 
main there until the normal processes of law could be exe 
cuted. 17 

In this troubled area, their original home, some of the 
guerrillas began to turn up in the news again. At Lexington 
the presence of "Captain" David Pool was unsettling to the 
community. The ex-guerrilla always went about heavily 
armed, and his place of business (no one was certain what his 
business was), was usually in the saloons of the town. 18 From 

17 Lexington, Missouri Missouri Valley Register, October 11, December 15, 
1866; the Lexington Weekly Caucasian,. December 26, 1866. 

i* Missouri Valley Register, October 25, December 27, 1866, January 24, 
1867. 
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time to time he was visited by hard-faced young men who 
would drink with him for a few days and then ride on. To 
make matters worse, Archie Clement came back to Lafayette 
County from Texas in the summer of 1866, and although a 
reward was offered for him, no one seemed very interested in 
trying to collect it. He spent his time visiting old comrades, 
especially Dave Pool. They made a great couple: Pool with 
his ready jokes, and Clement with his perpetual smile. It was 
more than the Union men of Lexington could stand. 

Little Archie was a marked man, but of course his life could 
end only in a bizarre fashion. In December, 1866, under a 
new state act, all men over eighteen were required to register 
for possible muster into the Missouri State Militia. There 
was a twenty-dollar fine for all who did not. Pool and Clement 
must have seen the joke at once. Imagine their being members 
of the militia at some future date! At any rate, Clement sent 
word to the military authorities at Lexington that he would 
like to come in and enroll, providing that the soldiers would 
not bother him while he was in town. David Pool was called 
for and sent out to inform Clement that he would not be 
molested. 

On the morning of December 13, 1866, twenty-six men 
dashed into Lexington in military formation. At the head of 
the party rode Archie Clement, armed to the teeth, and at 
the rear of it, Dave Pool. The men dismounted at the City 
Hotel, repaired to the bar for a few rounds of drinks, and then 
enjoyed a good dinner. They then proceeded stiffly to the state 
militia office at the courthouse, carefully eyeing everyone on 
the street. They were enrolled and advised to leave town. 

After performing their civic duty, the ex-guerrillas rode 
out of Lexington, but in a few minutes Clement and another 
man returned. Archie went back to the City Hotel bar and 
took up where he had left off that morning. Hearing that the 
guerrilla was still in town, Major Bacon Montgomery, who 
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commanded the state militia company on duty at Lexington, 
sent three of his soldiers to the City Hotel to arrest Archie. 
When the troopers entered the barroom and confronted the 
little guerrilla, he pulled his revolvers, and in a blast of rapid 
shots and bursting bottles, fled through the side door of the 
saloon. Vaulting to his horse, he galloped up Franklin Street 
past the courthouse, all men in the block taking cover. He 
must have smiled at the windows of Major Montgomery s 
office in the courthouse, and it was his last smile. From every 
window of the side of the building hidden riflemen fired 
down at him. His mount slowed to a walk, and a short dis 
tance down the block Archie Clement pitched face first from 
his saddle. When by-standers reached the boy he was dead, 
shot through the body in numerous places. 19 Little Archie 
had never surrendered. 

During 1866 and 1867 an unusual type of crime, daylight 
bank robberies, exploded all over western Missouri. In Feb 
ruary, 1866, the Clay County Savings Bank at Liberty was 
held up by ten or twelve men who took $60,000, and, in shoot 
ing up the town, killed a William Jewell College student^ 
The officers of the bank believed ex-guerrillas from Jackson 
County were responsible, and, of eight men said to have been 
recognized, five, Oliver Shepherd, Bud and Bonnie Pence, 
Frank Gregg, and Jim Wilkerson (Wilkinson), were known 
to have ridden with Qrtantrill, Anderson, or Todd. 21 On Oc 
tober 30 the Alexander Mitchell Bank at Lexington was 
robbed by four unidentified men, who were leisurely pur 
sued, the Missouri Valley Register reported, by a posse led by, 
of all persons, Bavid Pool. 22 Collusion of the most 
type was hinted at. 

is Missouri Valley Register, December so, i$66. 

20 Settle, *T&e Development of tfee Jesse James Legend, * #8-3 

21 Liberty Tribune, February 16, 1866; Daily K. G. Jcmrna 
1866. 

22 Missouri Valley Register, October 25, December 27, 1866, January 24* 1867. 
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Bank holdups came natural to the ex-guerrillas. They had 
found out during the war the handsome amount of cash such 
institutions kept on hand, and how easily it could be gathered 
up at pistol point and conveniently carried away. On May 22, 

1867, the Hughes and Wasson Bank at Richmond was robbed 
by twelve or fourteen men, and in the gunplay which took 
place three citizens were killed, including Mayor John B. 
Shaw. Of the nine men for whom warrants were issued for 
this affair, six were identified as ex-guerrillas. They were Dick 
Burns, Payne Jones, Ike Flannery, Andy McGuire, Tom Lit 
tle, and Allen Farmer, the latter a brother-in-law of Frank 
and Jesse James. Tom Little and Andy McGuire were arrested 
and lynched by angry mobs at Richmond and Warrensburg 
before coming to trial. 23 

And so it went. Ex-guerrilla George Shepherd was jailed 
for holding up a bank at Russellville, Kentucky, on March 20, 

1868. Frank and Jesse James were suspected of robbing one 
at Gallatin on December 7, 1869, and although protesting in 
nocence, they turned outlaw by resisting arrest. They stated 
that they would be lynched if they were jailed. Coleman 
Younger and Clell Miller were suspetted of the holdup of a 
Missouri Pacific train at Otterville in 1876, and as bank after 
bank and numerous trains fell to robbers, Missouri gained 
the national name of "The Outlaw State." Finally it came to 
be generally believed that the James-Younger gang" was 
responsible for most of these robberies, and that the members 
of that rather extensive organization were all ex-Civil War 
guerrillas. 24 

Bank robbery was a dangerous business, however, and by 
the first years of the eighties many of the outlaws had been 
killed or imprisoned, among them Cole and Jim Younger, 
who were captured after a holdup at Northfield, Minnesota, 

23 Settle, "The Development of the Jesse James Legend/* 46-48. 
42, 51-52, 179-82. 
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in 1876. The assassination of Jesse James on April 3, 1882, at 
St. Joseph, and the surrender of Frank James to Missouri s 
Governor Thomas Crittenden the following October, saw the 
end of the "James gang." The "boys" of Quantrill, Anderson, 
and Todd were now nearing middle age. Soon they would 
have only dim recollections of their wild days in the great 
Civil War. 

For many years the ex-guerrillas seem to have had no desire 
to take part in a reunion such as veterans of both the Union 
and Confederate armies were so prone to organize and attend. 
At first it was not safe for them to gather in a group, and later 
a great many of their number, for various reasons, were in 
hiding and on the run. It was not until 1889 that they began 
to toy with the idea of holding their own private reunion. 
Judge A. J. Lidd^l of Independence and Kansas City seems 
to have been the principal organizer, and for a few years the 
gatherings were small enough to be held in his law office. 25 By 
1905, however, an association had been perfected, and annual 
two-day meetings were held each August in Jackson County. 

QuantriU s men conducted their reunions with great style, 
and every effort was extended toward making them com 
fortable and convivial. On their eleventh annual conclave 
which opened at Independence on August 20, 1909, the boys 
"hired" an entire building, and held a short business meeting 
which saw the election of Ben Morrow as "Captain/* Levi 
Potts as "Lieutenant," and Warren Welch as "Secretary/ 1 The 
next day thirty-two of a total membership of seventy-nine men 
"still living" had registered, and the Independence press an 
nounced rather sadly that neither Frank James nor Coleroan 
Younger were present. 2 * 

The men of Quantrill, Anderson, and Todd met again at 
Independence in August, 1910. Each delegate wore an elegant 

25 Independence, Missouri Independence Examiner, August 20, 1909. 
2* Independence Examiner, August 21, 1909. 
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medallion engraved with the portrait o William C. Quantrill 
hung on a very appropriate red ribbon. The reunion was 
highlighted by Cole Younger, a figure of considerable note in 
carnival and wild west show circles since his release from the 
Minnesota Penitentiary. Cole gave a little talk entitled "On 
What Life Has Taught Me/ which was well received by the 
"boys/ 2T What tales these old gray-headed men must have 
passed around! Memories of Bill Quantrill and his horse, 
Charlie, whom he had taken at Independence from Buel s 
quartermaster; how gamely Bloody Bill and Todd had died; 
how shamefully Jesse and Little Archie had been assassinated. 
And wasn t it grand that old Jim Lane had blown his own 
brains out, and that that damned Jennison had been finally 
court-martialed by the Union service in 65. 2S And what about 
Ewing and his fiendish Order Number Eleven? Hadn t George 
Bingham taken care of him in Ohio with his painting, ruin 
ing him with the Democratic party there when he ran for the 
United States Senate! And so on ... "the militia, the Jay- 
hawkers, Ford s Colorado boys, Blunt, right out of his buggy 
at Baxter Springs, Cole finally arranging funeral services for 

Bill at Richmond " 

This was about all that was left. Old age and respectability 
had caught up with the scourges of the border. In a few years 
only a few men remained of those who had followed Quan 
trill, Anderson, and Todd. To the end they kept a certain 
notoriety, for they had been brave and bold and vicioiply 
dangerous. They had been natural fighters, and they had ac 
tually served the Confederate States of America better than 
they knew, fa^ 

27 Independence Examiner, August 19, 1910. 

28 Cortnelley, Kansas , Vol. 11, 894-95; Monaghan, Civil War on the Western 
Border, 351. 
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KNOWN MEMBERS OF QUANTRILL S, 
ANDERSON S AND TODD S GUERRILLAS 



NAME 

Agen, 

Akers, Sylvester 
Anderson, James (Jim) 
Anderson, William (Bill) 
Archie, Hugh 
Archie, William 
Atchison, Bes 
Baker, John 
Baker, Valentine 
Barbie, Johnson 
Barnhill, John 
Bassham, Ike 
Bassham, Solomon 
Bassham, William 
Beard, Frank 
Beard, William 
Bell, Thomas 
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Anderson 

Quantrill 

Anderson 

Anderson 

Todd 

Todd 

Todd 

Todd 

Anderson 

Anderson 

Quan trill 

Quantrill 

Quantrill 

Quantrill, Todd 

Quantrill 

Quantrill 

Anderson 



Killed 1864 
Survived war 
Survived war 
Killed 1864 



Killed 1865 
Killed 1864 

Survived war 

Survived war 
Survived war 
Killed 1863 
Killed 1863 
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NAME 

Berry, Ike 
Berry, Richard 
Bishop, Jack 
Bisset, James 
Blackmore, William 
Bledsoe, J. L. 
Bledsoe, William 
Blunt, Andrew 
Blythe, Theodore 
Bowles, Jeptha 
Brinker, John 
Brooks, Samuel 
Broomfield, Benjamin 
Brown, Harvey 
Buford, Henry 
Burns, Richard 
Burton, Peter 
Campbell, Andrew 
Campbell, Doc 
Carr, William 
Carroll, Dolf 
Castle, Theodore 
Chatman, John 
Chiles, Jim Crow 
Chiles, Joel 
Chiles, Kit 
Chiles, Richard 
Chiles, William 
Clayton, George 
Clayton, James 
Clement, Archie 
Clement, Henry 
Constable, Sam 
Corley, Dock 
Corum, Alfred 
Corum, James 
Coward, Henry 
Cravens, Robert 
Crawford, Riley 
Creek, Abner 
Creek, Creth 
Creek, Sid 
Crew, Pate 
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Anderson 
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Quantrill 

Anderson 

Anderson 

Quantrill 

Quantrill 

Quantrill 

Quantrill 

Anderson 

Quantrill 
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Quantrill 
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Anderson 

Quantrill 

Quantrill 

Anderson 
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Todd 
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Todd 
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Quantrill, Todd 

Anderson 

Anderson 

Quantrill 
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Survived war 
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Killed 1864 
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Survived war 
Killed 1862 



Killed 1864 
Killed 1865 
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Survived war 
Killed 1864 

Killed 1865 



Survived war 



Killed 1864 
Killed 1864 
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Cunningham, Albert (Ab) 
Cummings, Jim 
Daily, George 
Davenport, William 
Davis, Jo 
Debenhorst, Paul 
DeHart, E. P. 
Devers, Arthur 
Devers, James 
Donohoe, James 
Ellington, Richard 
Emery, Jeff 
Esters, Joshua 

Estes, 

Evans, James 
Farley, Peter 
Fickell, Joseph 
Finnegan, Samuel 
Fisher, John 
Flannery, Ike 
Flannery, Si 
Freeman, Will 
Fugitt, Press 
Fulton, Thomas 

Garrett, 

Gaw, William 

George, Gabriel 

George, Hides 

George, Hiram 

Gibson, James 

Gilchrist, Joseph 

Glasscock, Richard 

Gordon, Cy or Si 

Graham, Jack 

Graym, Frank 

Greenwood, WUliam 

Gregg, Frank 

Gregg, William H. 

Grindstaff, William 

Groomer, Garrett 

Grosvenor, 

Guess, Hiram 

Hall, George 
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Todd 
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Killed 1864 
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Quantrill 
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Hall, Isaac 

Hall, Joseph 

Hall, Robert 

Hall, Thomas 

Hallar, Ab 

Hallar, William 

Halley, 

Hamet, Jesse 

Hampton, John 

Hardin, Joseph 

Harris, John 

Harris, Thomas 

Harrison, Ki 

Hart, Joe 

Hays, John 

Hays, Perry 

Hays, Upton 

Hays, William 

Helms, Polk 

Helton, David 

Henaburg, William 

Hendricks, James 

Hill, Tom 

Hill, Tuck 
Hill, Woot 
Hinds, James 
Hink, Edward 
Hinton, Otho 
Hockensmith, Clark 
Hockensmith, Henry 
Holt, Joseph 
Holtzdaw, Clifton 
Hope, John 
Hotie, Richard 
House, John 
Hoy, Perry 
Hudspeth, Babe 
Hudspeth, Robert 
Hudspeth, Rufus 
Huffaker, Moses 
Hulse, William 
Jackson, John 
James, Frank 
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Quantrill 
Quantrill 
Quantrill 
Quantrill 
Quantrill 
Quantrill 
Quantrill 
Anderson 



Quantrill 

Quantrill 

Quantrill 

Quantrill 

Quantrill 

Quantrill 

Quantrill 

Quantrill 

Quantrill 

Quantrill 

Anderson 

Quantrill 

Anderson 

Quantrill 

Quantrill 

Quantrill 

Quantrill 

Quantrill 

Quantrill 

Quantrill 

Quantrill 

Quantrill 

Anderson 

Anderson 

Todd 

Quantrill 

Todd 

Quantrill 

Quantrill 

Quantrill 

Quantrill 

Anderson 

Quantrill 

Quantrill 

Quantrill 



Killed 1863 
Killed 1862 

Drowned 1864 
Killed 1862 
Killed 1862 



Killed 1864 

Killed 1863 
Killed 1862 



Survived war 



Killed 1864 
Killed 1862 
Killed 1865 

Killed 1864 



Killed 1862 
Survived war 



Killed 1864 
Survived war 
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NAME 

James, Jesse 
James, William 
Jarrette, John 
Jenkins, Snowy 
Jessup, Sam 
Jobson, Presley 
Jobson, Smith 
Johnson, Oliver 
Johnson, Richard 
Johnson, Socrates 
Jones, Payne 
Kelly, James 
Kennedy, David 
Kennedy, Sterling 
Kerr, Nathan 
Key, Foster 
King, Silas 
Kinney, Richard 
Roger, Edward 
Roger, John W. 
Lee, Albert 
Lee, Joseph 
Lester, Frank 
Lewis, Bart 
Liddel, A. J. 
Lilly, James 
Lisle, Marston 
Litten, Ling 
Little, James 
Little, John 
Little, Thomas 
Long, Peyton 
Lotspeach, William 

Luckett, 

Maddox, George 
Maddox, Richard 
Magruder, Rezin 
Majors, Newt 
Marshall, Edward 
Marshall, James 
Martinez, Leon 
Masterson, Hiram 
Mattox, M. T. 
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Anderson 

Anderson 

Quantrill 

Anderson 

Quantrill 

Todd 

Todd 

Quantrill 

Todd 

Anderson 

Quantrill 

Quantrill 

Quantrill 

Quantrill 

Quantrill 

Quantrill 

Anderson 

Quantrill 

Quantrill 

Quantrill 

Quantrill 

Quantrill 

Anderson 

Todd 

Quantrill 

Quantrill 

Anderson 

Anderson 

Quantrill 

Quantrill 

Quantrill 

Quantrill 

Quantrill 

Anderson 

Quantrill 

Quantrill 

Anderson 

Quantrill 

Quantrill 

Quantrill 

Anderson 

Todd 

Quantrill 



Survived war 

Survived war 
Killed 1864 
Killed 1865 
Killed 1864 
Killed 1864 
Killed 1864 

Killed 1864 
Survived war 



Killed 1865 
Died 1864 
Killed 1864 
Killed 1862 



Survived war 
Killed 1864 

Killed 1865 
KiUed 1862 
Survived war 
Killed 1864 
Killed 1863 
Killed 1864 

Survived war 
Killed 1864 



Killed 1864 
Killed 1864 
Survived war 
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NAME 

Maupin, John 
Maupin, Thomas 
Maxwell, Ambrose 
Maxwell, Thomas 
McAninch, Henry 
McBurgis, 
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McCorkle, Job 
McCoikle, John 
McCorkle, Joshua 
McGuire, Andy 
McGuire, William 
Mcllvaine, John 
McMacane, Sandy 
McMurty, Lee 
McMurty, 



Mead, Jacob 
Miller, Clell 
Moody, Jasper 
Morris, James 
Morrow, Ben 
Morrow, George 
Morton, Wade 
Murray, Plunk 
Nagle, Patrick 
Ney, Foss 
Nicholson, Arch 
Nicholson, Joseph 
Noland, Edward 
Noland, Henry 
Noland, William 
ODonnell, Pat 
Ogden, Henry 
Oliphant, Newton 
Farmer, Allen 
Parr, Buster 
Parr, Mike 
Patterson, Henry 
Pence, Bud 
Pence, Donnie 
Perry, Joab 
Peyton, - 
Phillips, Edward 
Pool, David 
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Quantrill 

Quantrill 

Anderson 

Quantrill 

Quantrill 

Quantrill 

Quantrill 

Quantrill 

Quantrill 

Quantrill 

Anderson 

Anderson 

Quantrill 

Todd 

Todd 

Anderson 

Anderson 

Quantrill 

Quantrill 

Quantrill 

Quantrill 

Anderson 

Quantrill 

Quantrill 

Anderson 

Anderson 

Quantrill 

Quantrill 

Quantrill 

Quantrill 

Quantrill 

Anderson 

Quantrill 

Anderson 

Quantrill 

Anderson 

Quantrill 

Quantrill 

Quantrill 

Anderson 

Anderson 

Todd 



Killed 1865 



Survived war 

Survived war 
Killed 1864 

Killed 1864 
Killed 1864 

Survived war 
Killed 1864 
Killed 1863 
Survived war 



Killed 1863 
Killed 1865 



Killed 1865 
Killed 1865 



Killed 1864 
Survived war 



Killed 1864 
Survived war 
Survived war 
Survived war 
Killed 1864 

Survived war 
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NAME 

Pool, John 

Porter, Henry 

Potts, Levi 

Pringle, John 

Privin, Hence 

Privin, Lafe 

Quantrill, William 

Rains, John 

Reed, James 

Rennick, Chat 

Reynolds, William 
Rice, Ben 
Ridings, William 
Rohinson, George 
Robinson, Gooly 
Robinson, William 
Rodes, Jasper 

Rollen, 

Rollen, 

Ross, John 
Runnels, William 
Rupe, Dock 
Rupe, John 
Saunders, Charles 
Schull, Boon 
Scott, Al 
Scott, Fernando 
Shepherd, Frank 
Shepherd, George 
Shepherd, Martin 
Shepherd, Oliver 
Shores, Stephen 
Simonds, 
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Simmons, Young 
Skaggs, Larkin 
Smith, Perry 
Smoot, Archibald 
Sorrels, Thomas 
Southerland, Zack 
Stewart, Charles 
Stewart, William 
Stone, William 
Storey, Bud 
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Quantrill 




Quantrill 


Survived war 


Todd 


Survived war 


Anderson 


Killed 1864 


Quantrill 




Todd 




Quantrill 


Killed 1865 


Anderson 




Quantrill 




Todd 


Killed 1865 


Anderson 




Quantrill 




Anderson 


Killed 1864 


Quantrill 


Executed 1865 


Anderson 


Killed 1864 


Anderson 




Quantrill 




Quantrill 


Killed 1862 


Quantrill 


Killed 1862 


Quantrill 


Survived war 


Quantrill 




Anderson 


Killed 1864 


Anderson 




Quantrill 


Killed 1864 


Quantrill 


Killed 1863 


Quantrill 




Quantrill 


Killed 1863 


Quantrill 


Killed 1864 


Quantrill 


Survived war 


Quantrill 


Killed 1862 


Quantrill 


Survived war 


Quantrill 




Anderson 


Killed 1864 


Quantrill 


Killed 1862 


Quantrill 


Killed 1863 


Todd 


Killed 1864 


Todd 


Killed 1864 


Todd 


Killed 1864 


Anderson 




Anderson 




Anderson 




Anderson 


Survived war 


Todd 
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NAME 

Strother, WilHam 
Stuart, William 
Swisby, Oscar 
Talcott, Parker 
TaUey, George 
Talley, Thomas 
Taikington, William 
Taylor, Charles F. 
Thompson, James 
Thompson, Oliver 
Thrailkill, John 
Tigue, Nat 
Todd, George 
Todd, Robert 
Todd, Thomas 

Toler, 

Tolliver, Anson 
Tomlinson, Clarence 
Toothman, William 
Traber, Zach 
Trow, Harrison 
Tucker, James 
Tucker, William 
Tuckett, Thomas 
Vandiver, Louis 
Vaughan, Joe 
Vaughn, Dan 
Venable, Randolph 
Wade, David 
Wade, Newman 
Wade, Sam 
Walker, Andrew 
Ward, Robert 
Warren, John 
Wayman, F. Luther 
Wayman, Matt 
Webb, Charles 
Webb, George 
Webb, Pres 
Webster* John 
Webster, Noah 
Welby, James 
Welch, Warren 
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Anderson 

Anderson 

Anderson 

Quantrill 

Quantrill 

Anderson 

Quantrill 

Quantrill 

Todd 

Todd 

Anderson 

Quantrill 

Anderson 

Anderson 

Quantrill 

Anderson 

Anderson 

Quantrill 

Quantrill 

Quantrill 

Quantrill 

Quantrill 

Anderson 

Anderson 

Quantrill 

Quantrill 

Quantrill 

Anderson 

Anderson 

Anderson 

Quantrill 

Quantrill 

Anderson 

Quantrill 

Todd 

Todd 

Quantrill 

Quantrill 

Quantrill 

Quantrill 

Todd 

Quantrill 



Killed 1863 
Killed 1864 
Killed 1864 
Killed 1864 
Killed 1862 

Killed 1864 
Survived war 
Killed 1863 
Killed 1864 
Survived war 

Killed 1864 
Killed 1864 



Killed 1864 
Killed 1864 
Killed 1864 

Survived war 



Killed 1864 
Survived war 

Survived war 
Survived war 

Killed 1864 
Killed 1864 
Survived war 
Killed 1863 



Survived war 

Killed 1863 
Survived war 
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NAME 

West, Richard 
Whitsett, Sim 
Wigginton, George 
Wilcox, Lawrence 
Wilkenson, James 
Will, Jack 
Williams, Dan 
Williams, Henry 
Williams, Jack 
Williams, Jim 
Wilson, John 
Winchester, William 
Wood, Bennett 
Wood, Hop 
Woodruff, Silas 
Woodward, William 
Wyatt, Al 
Wyatt, Cave 
Yager, Richard 
Young, Joseph 
Younger, Coleman 
Younger, James 
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Anderson 

Quantrill 

Quantrill 

Anderson 

Quantrill 

Anderson 

Quantrill Killed 1862 

Todd Killed 1864 

Todd 

Quantrill 

Anderson 



Anderson 

Quantrill 

Quantrill 

Quantrill 

Quantrill 

Todd 

Quantrill 

Quantrill 

Quantrill 

Quantrill 

Todd 



Killed 1864 
Killed 1864 

Killed 1862 
Killed 1863 

Killed 1865 
Killed 1864 

Survived war 
Survived war 
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Index 



Adair County, Mo., 87, 165 

Adams, Charles W., 109 

Albany, Mo., 227 

Allen, Mo., 204 

Allsman, Andrew, 89, 90 

Alton, 111., 13 

Alton Prison, 162 

Alward, William, 82 

Anderson, Jennie, 118 

Anderson, Jim, 137, .235, 238-40 

Anderson, Josephine, 118 

Anderson, Mary, 118 

Anderson, William C., 4. 53 62 
118-19, 121, 127, 141. l8 3 l8 9 
192, 195, 198-206, 209-10, 213-16, 
223-25; origin of, i37 3 8 and 
Centralia massacre, 217-21; death 
of, 227-29 " 
Ankeny, William H., 73 
Arkansas, 15, 186 



Arkansas River, 186 
"Army of the West," 18 
Arnold, Moses B., 182 
Assessments, 165-69 
Aubry, Kan., 63, 122, 192 
Audrain County, Mo., 165, 216 
Austin, Tex., 240 
Auxvasse Creek, 86 

Baird, Major A., 48 

Ball, Charles, 56 

Banzhaff, Charles, 65 

Barton County, Mo., 106 

Bates, Edward, 49, i55 5 6 

Bates County, Mo., 40, 106, 126, 147 

Baum, Solomon, 204 

Baxter Springs, Kan., 128, 131, 134* 

227 

Bee, H. P., 111, H 
Berlin, Mo., 236 
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266 

Bidcley, W. L., 207 

Big Creek, Mo., 73, 104 

Big Hill, Mo., 102 

Bingham, George Caleb, 43, 44, 45, 

46, 49, 118, 126, 246 
Blackwater Creek, 121 
Blair, Charles W., 235 
Blair, Frank P., 12, 13, 14 
Blue River, 64, 65, 75 
Blue Springs, Mo., 56, 58, 59 
Blunt, Andrew, 182-83 
Blunt, James G., 98, 99, 115, 134, 

222, 226; Baxter Springs massacre, 

128-30 

Blythe, W. R., 228 
Bonham, Tex., 136, 139, 141 
Boone County, Mo., 24, 86, 88, 

164-65, 204, 210, 212, 216 
Boone County National Bank, 211 
Boone s Lick Road, 225 
Boonville, Mo., 15, 166, 222-23, 225 
Box, R. M., 171-72 
Breckinridge-Democrats, 1 1 
Bredett, Eliphalet, 71 
Breeden, Martin, 106 
Britton, Wiley, 31, 32 
Brooks, John W., 35 
Brown, Egbert B., 68, 81, 126, 158, 

160, 163, 178, 180-81, 183, 186-89, 

190-91, 194, 196-97, 199, 200-202 
Brown, John, 9 
Brown s Spring, 86 
Buel, James T., 70, 93, 94, 95, 246 
Buffington, steamboat, 212 
Burns, Dick, 244 
Burns, John T., 98, 100-102, 200, 

202 
Butler, Mo., 106 

Caldwell, H. C., 83 
Caldwell County, Mo., 228 
Callaway County, Mo., 86, 165 
Camden, Mo., 190 
Camp, Bragg, Ark., 131 



INDEX 

Canadian River, 131 

Canal Dover, Ohio, 54 

Cane Hill, Ark., no 

Canton, Mo., 87 

Cape Girardeau, Mo., 22, 37 

Carman, Robert, 213 

Carney, Thomas, 125 

Carroll County, Mo., 203, 205, 210, 

212, 227 

Carroll ton, Mo., 212 
Carthage, Mo., 15, 127, 186 
Cass County, Mo., 43, 50, 63, 68, 

69, 72, 73, 104, 115, 126, 147, 160, 

166, 188, 192 

Catherwood, E. C., 93, 105 
Cavender, Jefferson, 187 
Central College, 215 
Centralia, Mo., 24, 216-20 
Chapel Hill, Mo., 209 
Chariton County, Mo., 90, 165-66, 

204, 210, 212-13, 227 
Chariton River, 24, 88 
Cherokee Nation, 186 
Chestnut, John, 209 
Chiles, Richard, 103 
Chilhowee, Mo., 23 
Christian, Ben, 139 
Cincinnati, Ohio, 207 
City Hotel, Lexington, Mo., 242 
Clark, James, 217 
Clark, Samuel C., 67 
Clark County Mo., 165 
Clarke, George W., 9 
Clarke, Kate, 193 
Clay County, Mo., 30, 47, 62, 64, 

164, 209, 239 

Clay County Savings Bank, 243 
Clement, Archie, 62, 138-39, 141, 203, 

205, 216-18, 220, 227, 230, 234-36, 

23 8 -39&gt; death of, 242-43 
Clinton, Mo., 23, 72, 98 
Clopper, John Y., 82 
Cobb, Alvin, 86, 87, 108 
Cochran, Captain, 70 



INDEX 

Cockrell, J. Yard, 79, 93, 108 
Coffee, John T., 79, 93* 97* 98, 100 
Colbert s Ferry, 131 
Collamore, mayor of Lawrence, Kan., 

124 

Colley, Patton, 210 
Colt revolvers, 104 
Columbia, Mo., 211, 216 
Columbia Tigers, 211 
Columbus, Mo., 63 
Committees of Public Safety, 34, 149 
Confederate Partisan Ranger Act, 77, 

78 

Connelley, William, no 
Cooper, Douglas H., 131 
Cooper County, Mo., 226 
Copeland, Lieutenant, 101 
Copperheads, 207 
Corps de Belgique, 207 
Council Grove, Kan., 137 
Cowert, Charles, 100 
Cox, Samuel P., 227-30 
Crawford, Jeptha, 61 
Crawford, Riley, 61, 62 
Crittenden, Thomas, 245 
Cross Hollows, Ark., 106, no 
Curtis, H. Z., 129 

Curtis, Samuel R., 27, 109, 112-13, 
146-47, 151 -54 1 59 163-64, 167-69, 
174, 181, 186-88, 190, 192, 222, 227; 
assumes command of Department 
of Missouri, 108 

Danville, Mo., 225 

David, Daniel H., 102, 103 

Daviess County, Mo., 228 

Davis, B. K., 235-36 

Davis, Jefferson, 13, 16, 77, 90, in 

Dayton, Mo., 63 

Dean, John, 56 

De Bolt, R. A., 161 

Democratic party, n 

Denny, A. F. r 215, 239-40 

Department of Kansas, 21, 97, 98, 108 



Department of the West, Union, 17, 

18 

Des Arc, Ark., 29 
Dick, F. A., 154 
District of Arkansas* 76 
District of the Border, 113-15 
District of the Frontier, 113-15, 129 
District of the Indian Territory, 

C.S.A., 134 

District of Texas, 134 
Dodge, Grenville M,, 171, 173, 

234-37 

Doniphan, Mo., 216 
Douglass, J. B., 214 
Douglas, Stephen A., 11 
Dover, Mo. y 166, 212 
Drake, Charles D., 175, 179 
Dripping Springs, Mo., 210 
Dunnica, W. F., 225 

Eads, William, 190 

Eastern emigrant societies, 8 

Edwards, John N., no, 140, 209 

Eldridge Hotel, Lawrence, Kan., 123 

Ellis, Edmund J., 176 

Emilie, steamboat/ 88 

Ewing, Thomas, 160, 181; commands 

District of the Border, 115; 

banishment policy, 117-18; Order 

Number Eleven, 125-26 

Fannie Ogden, steamboat, 127, 210 
Farrar, Bernard G., 158-59, 175-76 
Fayette, Mo,, 213-15 
Fickle, Anna, 199, 203 
Fifteenth Kansas Cavalry, 126 
Fifth Missouri Cavalry, 102 
Fire Prairie, 102 
First Iowa Cavalry, 72, 74, 98 
First Missouri Cavalry, 73, 74 
Fisk, Clinton, 154, 161, 197, 209^*10 
Flannery, Ike, 244 
Fletcher, Thomas C., 145, 179, 
241 
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Florida, Mo., 83 

Ford, J. H., 182, 193-94* 1 9$* 

Fort Baxter, Kan., 128-29 

Fort Davidson, Mo., 221 

Fort Gibson, Kan., 106, 128, 186 

Fort Leavenworth, Kan., 37, 66, 98, 

101-102 

Fort Lincoln, Kan., 38 
Fort Scott, Kan., 97, 98, 106, 115, 

128, 235 

Fort Smith, Ark., 15 
Fort Wayne, Ind., 54 
Foster, Emory, 66, 67, 98, 99 
Fourth Kansas Cavalry, 100-102 
Franklin, Mo., 213 
Frederidcsburg, Mo., 210 
Fr&nont, John C., 12, 17, 18, 36, 37, 

38, 44. 145-46, 153 

Gallatin, Mo., 244 

Gamble, Hamilton, 20, 32, 37, 48, 

50, 83, 125, 157, 167-68, 177-79 
Gardiner, Kan., 122 
George, Gabriel, 63 
Gilchrist, Joseph, 58 
Gilvey, Armena, 118 
Glasgow, Mo., 87, 154, 210, 225, 230, 

239 

Goodman, Thomas, 217-18 
Gower, James O., 72, 73, 74, 75 
Grand Pass, Mo., 172 
Grand River, Mo., 90, 210 
Grant, U. $., 14 

Gratiot Street Prison, 161-62, 208 
Gray, Barbary Jane, 182 
Gray, Judge, 182 
Gray, Lou, 118 
Greeley, Horace, 7 
Green, Martin E., 16, 17, 81 
Gregg, Frank, 243 
Gregg, William H., 53, 58, 63, 74, 

99, 101, no, 121-23, 127, 140 
Grimes, John, 227-28 
Grimshaw, Owen, 64 



INDEX 

Grindstafr*, Mollie, 118 
"Guerrilla Shirts," 104 
Guitar, Odon, 86, 87, 90 

Hall, William A., 44 

Halleck, Henry W., 20, 21, 25, 26, 
27, 3*&gt; 47 48, 49* 50, 64, 65, 79, 
81, 97, 146, 149-50, 153-54, 160, 
167, 169-70, 173, 176; assumes 
command in Missouri, 18 

Haller, William, 58, 99 

Hambleton, Charles, 9 

Hannibal, Mo., 16, 90 

Hannibal and St. Joseph Railroad, 
16, 24, 33, 35, 188, 209, 220-21, 
223, 226 

Harding, Chester, 233, 235-38 

Harney, W. S., 13, 14 

Harris, Nannie, 118 

Harris, Thomas A., 16, 17 

Harris, W. P., 77 

Harrisonville, Mo., 43, 70, 72, 100, 
105, 147 

Hartville, Mo., no 

Hayes, J. E., 109 

Hays, Upton, 4, 79, 92, 93, 94, 95, 
98, 100-101, 108, 157, 165 

Hayward, J. T. K., 35 

Helena, Ark., 77 

Hendricks, James A., 58 

Henry County, Mo., 23, 72, 98, 126, 

147 

Hickman Mills, Mo., 193 
High Hill, Mo., 225 
Hindman, Thomas C., 76, 77, 78, 79, 

99&gt; io7 *33 
Holden, Mo., 189, 234 
Holmes, Theophilus, 107-108, in, 

133 

Holt, John D., 121, 124 
Holtzclaw, Clifton, 198, 210-11 
Howard County, Mo., 24, 87, 165, 

*93 19 8 * * 10 213-14, 220, 225, 

238-39 



INDEX 

Hoy, Perry, 58, 101 
Hubbard, Captain, 64 
Hughes, John T., 79, 93- 94, 95 
Hughes and Wasson Bank, Rich 
mond, Mo., 244 
Hunnewell, Mo., 220 
Hunt, Charles L., 208 
Hunter, David, 18, 21 
Huntsville, Mo,, 137, 204, 211, 315 

Illinois River, 15 

Illinois Union troops, 16, 33, 35, 36, 

5i 
Independence, Mo., 46, 47, 63, 68, 

70, 93* 94. 95* 97. 99* 100-103, 140, 

189, 196, 226, 245-46 
Iowa Union troops, 16, 33, 51 
Iron County, Mo., 221 

Jackson, Claiborne F., 12, 13, 18, 29, 
132; governor of Missouri, 11; 
secessionist, 11 

Jackson, Thomas J., 33 

Jackson County, Mo., 40, 46, 47, 48, 
50, 56, 58, 59, 61, 64, 66, 67, 68, 
69, 92, 93* 97* 9 s * 100-103, 109, 
115, 126-27, 140, 147, 159-6* 166, 
182, 193, 196, 230, 241, 245 

James, Frank, 5, 30, 62, 111, 164, 
215, 219-20, 239-40, 244-45 

James, Jesse, 5, 62, 164, 219, 239, 
244-46 

James White, steamboat, 190 

Jasper County, Mo., 106, 127, 186 

Jefferson City, Mo., 11, 13* *5* *9* 
166, 178, 190, 196, 212, 222, 234 

Jennison, Charles R., 9, 37&gt; 4 45* 
46, 47, 48* 49* 58* 59* 6 3* 126, 222, 
226, 246; Jayhawkers, 42 

Johnson, A. V. E., 216, 218-19 

Johnson County, Kan., 63, 103, 122, 
162, 166 

Johnson County, Mo., 23, 63, 66, 72, 
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73, 101, 121, 127, 138, 147, 189, 

193* J 9 8 * 201 &gt; 234 
Johnston, Joseph, 232 
John Warner, steamboat, 16, 97 
Jones, Payne, 244 
Joplin, Mo., 193 

Kansas, 6, 7; border war, 1854-55, 

pp. 7, 8; elections in, 8; "bleeding 

Kansas," 9 
Kansas City, Mo., 16, 22, 45* 4^* 95- 

97, 103, 115-16, 118, 126, 188, 190, 

192 

Kansas-Nebraska Act, 6 
Kansas Union troops, 33, 35, 3 6 * 5 1 
Kaw River, 123 
Kehoe, Martin, 73, 74 
Kelsey, T. C., 209 
Kenney, Richard, 219 
Kerr, Christie, 118 
Kerr, Nathan, 121 
Keytesville, Mo., 212-13 
Kice, Doctor, 229 
King, Austin, 213 
King, Kate, 193 
King, Walter, 113 
Kingsville, Mo., 138, 189, 201, 234 
KirksviUe, Mo., battle of, 87, 88 
Knights of the Golden Circle, 207 
Knob Noster, Mo., 24 
Knox County, Mo., 82, 87, 165 
Roger, John W., 58* 12 9&gt; **9 
Roger, Lee, 56 

Lafayette County, Mo^ 14, 4& 7 1 * 
98, 99, 101, 109, 113, H5* 126 &gt; *59* 
r63, 182, 190, 199, 201. 203, 209, 
212, 241 

Lakenan, Mo., 205 

Lamar, Mo^ 106, 186-87 

Lamine River, 24 

Lane, James H., 9* 37* 39* 4** 4 8 * &* 
63, 115, 121, 123, 125, 246; Lane s 
Brigade, 38, 47* 48* 49 
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Lawrence, Ran., 9, 39, 55, 121-25, 
131, 133, 140, 164, 177, 188, 192, 

197 

Lazear, Bazel, 126-27 
Leavenworth, Kan., 115, 190, 192 
Lee, Robert E., 33, 233 
Lee s Summit, Mo., 93 
Leonard, Reeves, 214 
Lewis, Benjamin, 225 
Lewis, Warner, 79, 106 
Lewis County, Mo., 81, 82, 87, 166 
Lexington, Mo,, 38, 57, 71, 81, 97, 

98, 113, 13% i47&gt; i75&gt; l8 9&gt; 

203, 235-37, 239, 241-43: 

of, 17 

Liberty, Mo., 30, 64, 233, 239, 243 
Liberty Landing Arsenal, 9, 12 
Liddel, A. J., 245 
Lincoln, Abraham, 12, 29, 37, 121, 

125, 144* 146, 152, i54&gt; l6 4&gt; i67-69&gt; 

i74-75&gt; 178 

Lincoln County, Mo., 166 
Linn County, Mo., 90, 166 
Lipsey, Chalkey T., 56 
Little, James, 58 
Little, John, 58 
Little, Tom, 244 
Little Blue, steamboat, 71 
Little Blue River, 71, 100, 188, 226 
"Little George," Frank James s horse, 

220 

Little Rock, Ark., 78, 108 
little Santa Fe, 65 
Livingston County, Mo., 166 
Loan, Benjamin, 61, 81, 97, 147, 

i59-fo&gt; 163, 166, 174-75 
Lone Jack, Mo., 98, 99, 101, 108, 193 
LomsviHe, Ky., 54, 231 
Loyalty oaths, 157-5$ 
Lykins Coimty, Kan., 56 
Lynch s slave pen, 161 
Lyon, Nathaniel P., 12, 13, 15, 16, 

50; strategy in Missouri, 1861, pp. 

14- 15 



INDEX 

McClellan, George B., 18, 47, 48, 49, 

146 

McCorkle, John, 62, 118, 121 
McCulloch, Ben, 15, 17, 57 
McCulloch, Henry E., 111, 134-36 

139-41 
McDowell, Joseph, 161 

McFadden, James W., 213 

McFerran, James, 199-201 

McGuire, Andy, 244 

McKee, William, 178 
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